" MVNITION A: 
GAINST MANS 
Miſery ex Mortality, 


A 


TREATICE CONTAH 
ning the moſt effetuall re- 
medies againſt the miſera- 
ble ſtare of man in this 
life ,{cleed our of 
| che chicfeſt both 
humane and 
divine au- 


thors; 


Py 
Richard Smyth preacher 
Gods word 1, Barſtaple d 
4, Devonſhire. 


& 


At Oxford, 
Printed by Ioſeph Barnes, r6re; 


2 © 
THE RIGHT WOR- 
ſhipfull che Lady E x 12 a+ 


BETH Bassztr his 


fingular good Ladic RI- 
x CHARDSMYTH 
hartily wiſherh all 
happinefle in Ic- 


ſus Chriſt, 


J V reading off Authors 
either droine or bu- 
| anc, Deare Madame, 
men haue euer propois 
34A ed to themſclues diffes 
| WA? rent endes according as 
[22 they baue beene drverſe 


ly affefted ; w hich is not to be wondred at, 
ſaith * the moſt (age heathen,ſath in one and 
the ſame meddow the oxe ſeches graſſe , the 
dvgge a hare, the ftorke a ſnake or lard. 


b Bernard the beſt author that lived m ſo b Bernard; 
bad a tim? reduceth theſe endes to five. nn Canticy 
There ave, ſaith he,ſome that deſire to know | 


only that they might knowe , and this is fil- 
thy curioſity ; and there are ſome that deſire 
to hnowe that they themſeclues might bee 
knowne,and this is filthy vanity ;, and there 
are ſome that deſire to knowe that they may 
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TheEpilſtle | 
fell their knowledge”, and this is filthie gree- 
dneſſe, and there are fome that deſrre to 
knowe that they may edifie others and tis 
ws charity,and there are ſome that deſire to 
knowe that they themſelues may bee edified, 
and this is wiſdome. So that of theſe fiue 
endes of knowledge only the two latter are 
eommendablegzamely,when we covet know- 
ledge either to better ory ſelues or otters in 
vertue and pietie. Which two endes for my 
owne part I haze through Gods grace ever 
principally intended m the courſe of nry poor 
udies , ſeriouſly conſidering with my ſelfe 
ow vaine even the lawfull knowledge of al 
other things is without the knowledge of 
thoſe things which concerne our owne wel- 
fare and happineſſe : which your Lad)ſhip 
may ſinde expreſſed with profitable part:- 
. cularitie mm the ſecond ſeftion of the firſt 
Chapter of this Treatice. Now becauſe there 
us nothing the knowledge whereof ſo neere!y 
goucheth vs as of our miſeric, and true and 
ectuall remedies againſl our miſeric,thcre- 
ore haueI in theſe my fir? labors publiſhed 
m print made choice of that areument , not 
only to ed:fi2 others, but alſo to edifie my 
Telfe,and to haue in a readmeſſe neceſſarie 
antidots and preſervatines agamſt ſuch croſ*- 
ſes as 1 both beretofore baue felt , and alſo 
wnſt feele ſtill as long as my habitation _y 
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this vale of teares. Touching the manner of 
my handling this ſo important a ſubiedt 1 
my [ay as © a great Scholler of theſe times 
ſaid of a warke of hes of another nature, that ,y,n 1 jpt; 
| all things inthis Treatiſe are mine, and 10- Politic.in' 
thing mine:all things mine in regard of the proemiag 
colle4i0n and diſp3ſition of them,& nothing 
me inregard of the things theſelues,vhich 
I hawe taken out of others,or at leaſt very lt- 
tle min2. Iheld this-courſe beſt for ſundry 
reaſons which I cannot but impart to your 
good Ladyſhip. Firſt hereby 11laid a neceſſi- 
tie upm myſelfe toranche and put mm order 
my belt o3jeruatios m reading both humane 
and droine authors concerning theſe twoſo 
material points beforeſpec:ficd,name ly mas 
| miſerie,and h:s reliefe. . Secondly diſtruſting. 
mine owneſufficiencie to handle any matter 
laudable out of mine owne meditations , 1 
tho»ght it good to make my felfe bebolden to 
others,wnoſe names and credit could not but 
| prociure authority to the worke and ſtirre vd 
| 


attention in the readers. Thirdly forasmucb 
| as it is mpoſſivle for a man to auard concur- 
rence and coincidence both of notions and 
tearmes with others that Haue writtenlong 
beforegwihich in this malignant age of ours 
might breed ſuſpicion both) of theft & vame 
glary,as if 1 bad robbed athers of ther medt- 
tations,auud wauld derive the praiſe thereof 
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fo my [elfe,l haue therefore alleaged the aw 
tbors themſelues where 1 needed not , in ve- 
many things which mine ovone thoughts 
uggeſted unto me. As for the ſtile, ſauing 
where 1 tie my ſelfe to the words of others,tt 
x plaine and familiar without pompe, art.or 
affeftation, which I naturally as much abhoy 
a any man lining : and that ſpecially in ſuch 

a7 argument as this , where I labor to com- 
fort my ſelfe and others againſt the two 
wane branches of mans miſerie , the evils of 
paine,and the evils of fault , that ts, the evils 
we ſuffer,and the evils which we do, ſonne, 
and the puniſhments for ſmne. 4 The verie 
beathen Orator hath wiſcly obſerued that 
Irator-lib, i. hey are altogether unworthy of mercy , that 
63-Elay can talke arteficially of their miſery:and © 4 
Chriſtian author well ſaith , that when wee 
#Arnob. 5. deale in matters that cannot ſtand with af- 
iÞ.1, | -—— & oſtentation,that 1s, that admit ns 
*s of art , vnleſſe men will bewray pal- 
Mable e both abſurdity and hypocrifie, we mvfl 
regard what is ſaid ,not w! th what del: ht 
Wt 25 ſaid. For it is an argument 0 too vane 
and wanton a minde to ſeeke for pleaſure in 
earneſt and important matters. Now as for 
the reaſons that haue moued me to dedicate 
theſe meditations to your Ladyſhippe , ſome- 
thing muſt be ſaid thereof. 1 am not ignorat 


that men in the dedications of their labouys 
are 


. - 
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ere led with(undry and very different re 
ſpefts ; ſome intend the eternizing of their 

ame and memorie to whome they dedicate 
\ their writings,as we read of that intolerable fplinius nas 
} arrogant Appiont who ws wont to brag ture hiſt prg, 
thathe made all them immortall to whome {ad Vets 
be vourhſafed to intitle any of bis bookes.But paſian, 
as ſor this benefit nethcr doth your Ladyſhtp 
eſteeme it , whoſe thoughts are not con 
within the compaſſe of th:s world were it 
eternall,nor can 1 beſtowe it, being ſo meane 
and obſcure,that it were madneſſe in mee to 
thinke that I could ennoble others by any 
monuments of mine, although otherwiſe 1 
w:[h,1 were as able to doe it, as I know your 
Er worthy thereof, that as be s ſaith Mn 
of Pomponius Atticus.Cicero's letters 
will not ſuffer the name of Articus to pe- 
riſh.ſo it were in my gower to perpetuate 
your memorie. Others by their dedications 
hope to extort ſome beneuolence or gififrom 
their benefaftors , neede being, if 1 mayſo 
ſpeake,the fata!l penance of moſt Schollers. þ Guliclmns 
And indeed | a worthie Schaller of our Xylander as 


time ( an eternal blot and reproach to the Eewen Clats 


time) confeſſed to a ffiend of bis, that [amine m5 
| fog | przfat_in 
not fame bad cauſed him to publiſh divers of Dionem 4 
bs workes. But nerther w.ts this any motive fe editum, . 
w:thme here: , ſth your ingenious bounty 
towards my ſe!fe,and others( ſo farre as your 
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ntricated and diſtrafted ſtate will permit) 
zsſ0 open that it rather needes reſtraint the 
provocation,or excitation , an for my owis 
particular,it bath ever beenefar beyond not 
only my deſert,but alſo my deſere.But to come 
80 the mare ordinary endes of ſuch dedicati- 
o25,they are principally three,comfort honor 
autie,or rather diſcharge of duty , all which 
1 confeſſe,haue prevailed with mein the de- 
dication of theſe my ſlender diſcourſes vats 
your Ladiſhip. Many haue not only dedica- 
eed their writings,but dircfted their whole 
Treatiſes to ſuch as they deſired to comfort, 
Wiorarch: a4 Plurarke. Seneca,and others. Now 
at. adaf Dis Treatiſe of mine,teding only to comfort 
| *Fpollonig Vs 1 generall 2g2in{t all miſery, whereunts 
cor our life m this fruile and tranſitory world is 
- Jolat.adPo-7,p;o7 7 haue dedicated the ſame to your 
| -prhang Ladiſhip,that if it afford any we of that na- 
" fure,your Ladiſhip Might principally haue 
the benefitte thereof”, whoſe almoſt inſup- 
portable croſſes,yex without great meaſure 
of grace, mzerely inſupportable , (tand not a 
litle in need thereof:1 muſt im diſcreation 0- 
mit particulars,which are too well knowne 
to them that know you, &+ your ſtake. Secod- 
ly,whereas many in their dedications , as 
much as in themlie, ſecke to honor therr ver 
twes to whom they intitle thery warkes, pr o 
feſſe , that I have hereia much pots the 
ane 
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ſame,in bebalfe of your Ladiſhip. For ha- 
wing, been a long time an ee witneſſe 'of 
your vertuous and religeous converſation, 
& occaſuma'y as it were enforced to take no 
tice of the manifold and excellent graces of. 
| God ſhinirginyou,T could not but moſt wil- 
lingly mbrace any oporturnity to gine ſome 
publihe teſtimenie thereunto, and a fitter 
could not occur then the publſhiag of this 
Treatiſe. And yet here 1 muſt doe you wre 
- by omitting particulars , who of your exc f 
fore modeftte would hold your ſelfe wronged 
if 1 ſhould in particular giue you but your 
auc praiſes, and ſpecifie your moſt emment 
vertues.I therefore rather chiſe to wron 
you madeed, then you ſhould conceme a 
complame that you are wronged. Laſily, 
as for obl:gation and dutie , mme towards 
your Ladiſhippe 15ſo greate , that this con- 
conſideration alone without any other mo- 
te would haue beene ſufficient to make me 
ftrame my beſt mdeauours to the higheſt , to 
ftrike out ſome part of my ſcoare , if paper 
payment 'may bee currant, and verball at- 
knowledgement may ſatiſfie for rreall be- 
nefittes, which indeede cannot bee , but by 
the favorable acceptance of generous and 
| noble mindes , who deeme that merce- 
| narie beneficence is "no beneficence. Of 
| which temper knowing your Ladiſhips ſpirit 
3 AF: js. 
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to be, baue beene encouraged toſh ft ot by 
this kinde of beggerly recompence. Iheare 
therefore, deare Madam? proſent unty you 
the Anatomie of my beſt thoughts,entreating 
your favorable acceptation thereof. To you 
are they due aboue al others,ſuch as they are, 
being the fruits of that tree, towit my wi- 
worthze ſelfe,that hath continually been wa- 
tered and cheriſh:d by your manifold Chri- 
flian fauors, But here againe , 1 muſt for- 
beare particulars,leaſt 1 ſhould bee offenſyur; 
and therefore 1 ende, mo't affectionately co- 
mending your good 1.14 ſhip tothe grace of 
Godin Chriſt. Barſtable in Devonſhire 
1609, IJanuaric 1. alias Newycers. 


day. 


Your Ladiſhips moſt 
obliged 


RICHARD SMYTH, 
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AT 6 Soule,and looke abroad, 
Shake off this drowſe ſleepe of ſin, 
Shake off the clogs that thee ſo load, 
And to be wiſe at length begin. 


j 
Thou commeſt of a race drune, 
Derived from the Deitie 
And therefore ſhouldſt with vertue ſhe 
Such parentage to teſtifies. 


But thou through Satans guile and ſpite 
Did/i ſhamefully degenerate, 

And now to ſenſe and appetite 
Thyſelfe daft baſcly captivate. 


And lo with vice art thou defilde, 
Which fowler is than leprouſie, 
That now thou ſcem' ſt no more Gods childe 
Biuk 0186 of Satans progenie, 
Ap 
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Appointed beyre of heavenly ioies 
11th God himſelfe aboue to raigne, 
Thou doateſt here on earthly toyes, 

01 cipbers, ſhaddowes meerely vaine. 


And bere thou fooliſhly doſt thinke 
In pleaſunes vame,content to finde, 

' Þ| ”hile thou doft but thy poiſon drinke, 
Such deadly dregs they leaue behinde. 


For pleaſure which in ſi men take 

Is m a moment gone and paſt, 

1 hereas the wounds wich it doth make 
Remaine behinde and ever laſt, 


And of ſuch wounds thou bearſt the prizt 
And with them fowly e-ſh:d art, 
Although that thou more hard than flut 
Felſt not at firſt their deadly ſmart. 


But now that God in mercygreat 

Good thoughts into thee daignes to ſend, 
And everlaſimg death doth threat 
Except with ſpeede thou doſt amend: 


G flie thou from that monſter vile 


From (ubtill and mchanting ſmne, 
| That bath ſo wrongd thee all this while 


| Andcauſe of ſuch annoyance bins 
The 
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The birds and beats that ſcape the frare 
Bucke to the ſame 9 baile can traiae, 

So wary afterwards they are, 

As newer to come there againe: 


Then bluſh 6 ſoule, that creatures mute 
The dangers paſt ſhould after ſhunne, 
Ard tha ſhouldſt be ſo madde and bricte,. 
As into th:7n againe to runne. 


Think: how thou doſt thy ſelfe expoſe 

To danger deepe by every frane, 
Eveirheaven and beaucn'y ies toleſe, 
And bell and bell:ſh woes to wanne. 


For wh» (0 ventures to rebel 
Agarnſt the Lord, and follows vice, 
Hs ſoule he ts the Devill doth fell, 
And takes vaine pleaſure for her price. 


Then loath ths world fo full of ſnares 
A mzaxe of errours,ſhp of lies, 

A ſtage of ſh1d4dowes, cage of cares, 
An Eccha of complaints and cries. 


Thou ſeeſt all worldly iojes deceaue, 

They prom. ſe to conten: the minde, 

And yet (t:{l emptie 402 it lent, 

Which ſh:wes thy feed it but with winde. 


Then 


Then cleaue to God thin? only fiay 
Wha for bimſelfe did firſt thee make, 
From whom as long as thou doſt [iray, 
In vane thou ſeekeſt reſt to take. 


And ſhwme not unto him to flie, 

Nor let not terror hopeconfound: 
Although thy finnes for vengeance cry, 
Tet grace ſhallmare than ſine abound. 
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CHAP. r. 


The vanity of all knowledge without the 
right knowledge of our ſelues. 


©2,5) VRIOSITY , that 
Iv is, exceſſhiue care 
WW | for things imper- 
rinent, and litle or 
4] nocare for things 
Et imporrtant,is a vice 
EIS \o grofle and ſenhi- 
ble,rhat the very Genrils by the light 


of nature in parr perceived it, and ſo 
farre as they perceived it, reproved 


and condemned it, * One of th&e hath « Plurar.de 


written a whole treatiſe of this argu- 
ment. Þ Another complaines that a, 
great part of our life . fliderh awaie 
while wee doc evill things a grearer 
while we doe nothing, Ke greateſt of 
all, while we do things imperrinent, 
and thar concerne vs not. No mar- 
vaile then if the ſonnes of light, thar 
1s,they that haue beene called to the 


{a- 


Curiofcate, 
b Seneca ad 
ucil epitt.c 
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2 MMunitionagainſt mans 
ſaving knowledge of God in Chriſt, 
ceveiled by the Gof pel haue ſo ſharp- 
ly cenſured this vice,as one of them 

w doth in this maner, The knowlede of the 

world/or the mot part is accompanied with 

arrogancie, and curieſty, wnence it cometh 
to paſſe, that the warld is ignorant of things 
neceſſary to be knowne, becauſe it learneth 
thmgs needleſſe to be knowhie . Alas what 
folly is ir for men to take ſuch paines 
in the icarch of things, that, as the 
« Sene:. ep«d ſage Gentill ſaith, neither hurt him 
45+ that is ignorant of them, nor profit 
hum that knows them; & 1n the meane 
ſcaſon negle the things thattend to 
rnctr uh, CERIIEN & can only pro- 
cure their ſound comfortand cotent: 
at whom © Bernard iuſtly ſcofferh, 

Dau#:leſſe,ſaith he, they very wiſely weigh 

and moaſare tings, who have greateſt care 

for the(malicft things, and {mall or no care 
for the ereateſt things. Burt the checke 

FLukto. which f our Lord Iclus Chriſt himſelf 

veili442+ civerh to this fault inreproving Mar- 

tha thar in {ome fort was guilty there- 
of ,thould mott moue vs, Martha, Mar- 
thaſaith he,Tr214 art treubled about many 
things,ons thing us neceſſary, Marie haty 

- choſen the good part, wnich fall aot be take 
from ber. 


Ee Argut, ic 
Tin, lib, 
CAP. 1, 


#Bernar, de 
Conli4.hi,, 


z And 


* 4 
miſery & mortalitys$© 3 
s Andthis vice & vanity isſo much 
the greater , becauſe not only che 
knowledge of things meerely imper- 
tinent, and !uperfluous,is vnprofita- 
ble without the knowledge of rhoſe 
things that belong «> our true hap- 
pineſſe : bur even rhe knowledge of 
things in part and in ſome degree ne- * Grammre 
ceflary is ſo allo , * Wharis rhe skill 
of Grammar worth , to knew how to ; 
ſpeake by rule , & in the meane ſea- *Rhetoricks 
ſon to line without rule?* What ayai- 
leth the art of Rhertoricke , rhar our 
language be cloquenc, and our man- *Lovicks 
ners barbarons?* Whar -00d can Lo- 
gick do us, to be perfe&inarr of rea- 
ſoning, and yer that al our ations & 
courſes are without reaſon,yea flatre 
pugnont to reaſon? to be ſo armed 
therwith.that words ſhal not decieue 
vs, andall the while to bee deceived 
with things themſclucs ; with cove- 
rouſnes vnder vretence of thrift, and 
good husbandry;with prodigaliry yn- 
der colour of liberality, with cruelrie 
ynder ſhew of ſeverity, andſoforth, 
whichare the moſt pernicious crrors 
of all, and farreexcecde all ſophiſtt- * Arihmg 
call fallacies of words? * Whar bene- u&K+ 


fit can Arithigticke yeeld vs,co begs ] 
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Geometry 


*Mulicke, 


w Phyfickc, 


AMunition againſt mays 


ble ronumber all other things, & ro 
haue no care to number cither our 
many ſinnes,or our fewe daies in this 
trafitory life? * What can Geometric 
availe vs, if we be cunning in meaſu- 
ring all other things,and yet to ſer no 
meaſure nor preſcribe any bounds to 
our infinite affe&ions & paſſions , & 
to keepe no meaſure cither in our 
hopes or feares,proſperity or adver- 
ſity, ioies or ſorrowes ? * Whatcan 
Muſicke iteed vs to diſcerne between 
concords and diſcords of tounds , to 
bepleaſed with the former,and offen- 
ded with che latter , and yet to haue 
our whole life conſiſt of nothing bur 
diſcords, iarring not only with o- 
thers but alſo with our ſclues having 
deſires contrary to dehres, re!oluti6s 
contrary to reſolutions? * Whar will 
knowledge in Phylicke advantage vs: 

if we "3s learned what medicine or 
receipt is good againſt the gour, the 
drophie,the ſtone, and other bodilic 
maladies;and yet hauc no remedy tor 
anger,cnvic,luſt,covctouſnes and o- 
ther diſeaſes ofthe minde ? To con- 
clude,* Whar are we the berter ro bee 
never ſo learned Lawyers,andable to 


pleade neyer fo ſufficiently cither in 
| Our 


Fo 


1 


our owne or other mens cauſes for 
debts. houſes, lands and the like, & to 
haue never a word to ſay for our {clus 
whe we muſt plead for our own ſouls, 
how our infinite debt towards G )d in 
regard of our innumerable fins may 
be diſcharged, and our title ro a hea- 
yenly inheritance maintained & iu- 
ftiked? 

Now if the knowledge of things 
in their place,and degree neceflarie, 
be {o vnavailable,and of lo ſmale ac- 
coiit, without the knowledge of thoſe 
things which belong ro our everlaſ- 
ting happinefie and welfare : much 
more is the knowledge of things ſu- 
perfluous vnproftable and mcerely 
vaine. Itbchoucth vs then to haue 
ſpeciall care ro knowe thote rhings 
which ſo deepely concerne vs,and to 
make vſe of that excellent ſpeach * of 
the very prophane Greek Poer, that 
be 1s wiſe,not who knowes many thines, but 
who knows profitable things : and doubt- 


* Acſ{chylus 


leſſe true it is which 5 a famous Chri- £ Avguſt.de 


ſtian author wrote longe agoc, that 


that ſoule is more to bee commended which. 


knowes bir owne infirmitie,then that which 
not know!ng this labors to knowe the com- 
paſſe of the world,the conn/es of the ſtarres, 

the 
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if the bottome of the carth, the beight of the 
" beavens. Digrefſions in ſpeech and 
| word; are o0d:0*,much more in deeds 
and ation,and not only odious, but 
alſo dangerous and pernicious, And 
yet ifwe duly cxamine our courſes, 
we ſhall b2de our whole life to bee 
nothing elſe but digreſſions, and im- 
ertinencies : and it is greatly ro bee 
amented that many thouſands cuen 
of thoſe that profetle chriſtianiry,go 
out of the world before they conſider 
whereforc rhey came into it, 


CHAP, 3, 


A generall conſideration of maxs 
miſerie. 


I O!. what importance the know- 

ledge of our ſclues is we haue 

heard jn the former chapter, Nowe 

this knowledge of our ſclucs conſiſts 

in theſc rwo points: the knowledg of 

our miſery , and of the remedies a- 

gainſt our miſcry. Our miſery is two 

aternm, i248, or liefh in two kindes of evils, 
contra Mar, $6 Eyis which we doe, and the evils 
cion.},2,cap Which we {uffer, or as * Diyines long 
I4 agoc hauc diſtinguiſhed rhem, che & 

Y 


miſery Oo mortal:ty, % 7 

vils of fault,& rhe evils of paine,rhat 
is,finne and rhe puniſhment of finne, 
Now although the lawes of Method 
and order require thatI ſhoulde firſt 
ſpeake of the firſt, namely the evils of 

fault, as being the cauſe of the later, 

to weerte the evils of paine : yet be- 

cauſe wee are more moved with the 
puniſhments of fiane, then with fin 

© irſelfe, L wil beginne with that which 

2 is moſt ſenſible, applying my ſelfe 

2 hercin to our corruption & groſnes, 

3 2 The evils of paine arc ofrwo 

A ſorrs:For the puniſhment of fin is ei- 

7 ther remporall, to weete all the miſe- 

JI ries of this preſenr life ; or eternall, 

F thatis ro ſay, the torments of hell in 

| the life rocome , The former areſo 

7 palpable,rthatche meere naturalman 

Itceles rhem,& grones vnder the bur- 

&dcn of them,as the complaints of the 

very heathen manifeſtly reſtifie. Þ Se- 8 Senee.prg 
mecathe miracle of nature for morall fat.innatus 
Flearning,cries out thus, 4h what a baſe *7 quzſtis 
nd abieft creature is ma, except be aduace 

> lift up himſelf aboue ma,thar is ,aboue | 

he condition and ſtate of a man,* An * Plin, naru; 
orher {aics that this only [5 certaine that — — 

ot9mg is certaine, and that there is not a Fo... 

more wuſerable , nor yet for all that a more 
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d1dem lib,y 

io procem, PrOude creature than man. And againe, 
that it is v3certaine,whether nature bee & 

+ Cic. de re. {nder mother,or harder ftep-mother to mi- 

pub.lb.3z-a; £29e.* A third renowned for his lear- 

pudAuguſt ning and eloquence,complaincs,that 
contra Iuli- Arzzuye hath brought man forth into the 

an.lib. 4,c, 

14.8% 25, world,not as a mother but as a ſtep-mother 
with a body, naked,weake and (ickly, and a 
mmae,diſtrafted with cares, deiefted with 
feares,famt for labour, and additted to luſt, 
and pleaſitres. And hence grew that c6- 
mon ſpeechamong the Gentils rela- 

F Ariſtot.in”, Ed by * Ariſtot!e,repeared 8 by Cicero, 8 

Endemo a. ® Plutarch,8 fathered by al! three vpo 

pud Vlurare. $7lenys, that the beſt thing in the world was 

->—14g ad not to be borne,the next to die ſooneſt. And 

Sie Taſ: i Seneca againe exclaimes that our 
cul.quzſt. Whole life is a penance. Which the Thraci- 


lib. :, ans confirmed by their praRtice , cele- | 


-- SY braring their childr&s birth with wee- 


flat ad Po- + bona lamenrati6, bur their death 
1oy & mirrh, as kdivers ancient 


c. 23, wit 
Herodot, yriters recorde', thereby mfſinuarting 
. 


. tharour life was nothing but miſery, 
biſt.cap 15. 2nd deara the end of miſery . Bur la 
Yal.Maxim. Chriſtii author more effequally ex- 


Þd 2.ca 6- preſſerh this point thus inſubſtance, 
ard.ce 


coalndib.2 


that if the greateſt man im the world doin « } 
"'boly meditatio ſtrip himſelfe out of his robes | 
and ornaments of ſtate , which hee neither * 


brought * 
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brought into the world with bim at bis 
4 birt!),nor ſh ill carry out of the world with 
bim at b:s death,he ſhall finde himſelfe to be 
nothing but a man naked,poore, piteous,and 
to be prtied, Lamenting that hets aman,blu- 
ſhing that he is naked , weeping that bee is 
borne,and murmuring that he 1s at all. 

3 And thus much in general(for 
particularitie would bee infinite) of 
mans miſerie in regard of temporall 
paine,which is all that the heathen 
& infidel apprehenderh. For as for a- 
* ny eternal! puniſhment forſinne af- 
© ter tis life, he neuer dreames of it, 
Z nay makes a 1eft of it , as we by Gods 
= aſſiſtance ſhall ſee * hereafter. 

* 4 But the Chriſtian proceederh 
= further. and touching evils of paine 
= 1s moſt troubled with feare of erernal 
Z puniſhment for finne in the world to 
® come. He hath learned out of Godes 
E word ® that Go1 15 a 7ealors God, > full 
= of madrgnation when he is diſhonoured, 
* and we knowe thar relouly 1s the-anger 


= the wiched and wngodly, © thathis cies are 


xd ang:u1ſhſhill bee vpon every ſoule that 
B 2 


4 


* Chan 
{ca.zs 


»m Fxod. 3% 
V,5s 


* ofangers,®tharbe will in nowiſe abſolue —— 
b. h o Habace1r, 

= /opure,thar they cannot endure to bebolde y. i. 
m:quitie,P that hee rewardeth every man pRom.3,y, # 
according to bis workes, 9 that tribulation? V 


T0 MMunition againſt mans 
ſonneth,* char the ſinner daily beapeth wp | 
ny 00% yr the day of wrath , and decla- | 
ration of the righteous tdgement of God, 

es. { that it zs a feareful thing to fall intothe 
gRom.5* handes of the liuing God,t that death came 
werlrz. mntotheworld by ſinne, u and 5 the endee F 
wRom*: yewrd of ſinne , * that aficr death com- 
wore meth udgement, Y and that wee muſt all | 
verl.27- 4ppeare before the udgement ſeate of {, briſt |? 
$2.Ccnnth to receiue our meed according to that which |* 
$-yerluo,. we haue done in the fleſh, whether it bee | 
Me g99d or euill,* chat whoſoever ſpall be con- |? 
ks, _ » & Acmmed in this tudgement , ſhall bee caſi for | 
Marc.9.v. - ever mto viter darkneſſe where there is | 
« Arguſt. in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Finally, 
tocos all- rhe Chriſtian conſhders as S, Augu- 
544k ſtine ſaies,rhat every man by ſmmine (el- 
mero 4x, {eth bis ſoule tothe devill , taking the ſweet- 
neſſe of temporarte pleaſure for the price 

thereof: And thus much for the evils of 

paine that make mans ſtate {o miſc- 

rable. | 

5 The ſecond branch of mans 

miſerie,are the evills of fault , or his 

finnes, which indeed 1s the greateſt 

pur of his miſeric,although commo- Þ 

y it be leaſt fe]r,and theInfidel ſcarſe ; 

feeles it ar all. For as Þ a Heathen Þ 

b $enep.9? himſelfe well obſerued, Men are not 


'_—- - greewed for their fau!ts before they be gree- 
wed 
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Up | wmedwith the bad ſucceſſe of their faults; 

| that is,they are not ſoric for doing 
pd, 8 it but for ſpeeding ll , nor that they 
he are naught , bur that they are wret- 

+ ched,in a word,rthey grecue that they 
a * are miſerable, not thar they are wic= 

! ked and worthy to be miſcrable , thar 
alt ft they arepuniſhed,nor that they hane 
ijt | deſerucd ro bee puniſhed, Which is 
< | verified not only in the common ſort 
ee | of whome he meant ir, but of the beſt 
m7- | amongſtthe Genriles, yea of himſelf 
or | * too, For howſocuer they ſeeme to 


5 | reachſomerumes thatvice is anevill 

I Shy ePlar» de 
ys || of irſelfe,as © Plato diuinely afftirmes Repub l.g 
u- | that noman can doe wrong to another,but dPlutarche 
& | firſthee muſt doe wrong to himſelfe , and _ gre 
t- | 4another hath wrirte a whole Trea- {00% 
ce | riſe to prouc, thar Vice aluuc is ſuth- minem ak. 
of | cientto make a man miſerable which ſeram reds 
c- | workeofhis is pittifully mangled by dcadums 


| iniuric of time, yet they only appre= 
| hendviceasa polirical,or at the moſt 
a morall ey1ll: a poliricall eyill-for 
(it | as much as it made men ſubie& ro 


0- | puniſhment, and obnoxious ro pub= 
ſc | like wſtice ; or as a morall euill thar. 
n | ſtamcdand impaired their reputatio 
ot | andereditin the world , & hindercd 
e- | rhardelightwhich they rooke inads 
ed B 3 IBICAti= 
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miration of their owne imaginarie 
excellency, which was a mcerc ſhad- 
dowe.,or rather a dereſtable 1doll. 

6 Bur the Chriſtian , arleaſt the 
erue Chriſtian is more moyed with 
fin than with the puniſhmenr of fin, 
and apprehends fin not only as a po- 
liticall or morall evill, buras a ſpiri- 
ruall evill, char is ro ſay, as it defileth 
the ſoule and makes ir odious ynto 
God,and defaceth his image in vs, af- 
ter the which we were firſt made,rri(- 
forming vs into the image & likenes 
of Satan his and our ſworne enemie, 
ina word as itdayly worketh in vs in- 
titude, diſobedience and rebellion 
againſt rhe moſt high, in whom wee 
liue,moue,and haue our being . Our 
finnes then are the evils of evils, and 
Itis an vncontroulable principle in 
Divinity, thar rhe leaſt evill of faulr 
is worſe the the greateſt evil of pain; 
and rhat we are bound rather ro en- 
dure the greateſt evill of paine, then 
ro commir the leaſt evill or faulr, 
For as long as wee be mecrely paſſue 
and ſuffer only , although the things 
bee not only grievous , Ko alſo infa- 
mous,they cannot hurt vs, nor en- 


danger vs,burt that rule will ever 44 [d 
| that 


—_ ” ””m— 
' 
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that no man is hurt but by himſelfe. 
Wherefore © S. Auguſtine {aies of rhe 
that Tarquint? &-Lucretia were two,eyer 
it w.1s bigguone of the that comitted adultery. 

7 Sinne thenl ſay is that which 
principallie makes a man miſerable, 
fin is the very leproſic of the ſoule, 
ſinnecranſtormes a man into a mon- 
ſer,and makes him a baſe degenerare 
creature,yea the worſt of all ſenſiriue 
creatures . This hath ſo altered man, 


that, as f S. Auguſtin elegantly expreſ- fldembid 
ſerh it,he that ſhould baue beene ſhirituall 11041446 35 


in his fleſh,zs now fleſhy in bis ſpirit : his 
meaning is , that whereas if man had 
continued in his innocency, his fleſh 


ſhould haue beene in a manner ſpirt 
tuall,becauſe al che ſenſes and mort= 


ons of the ficth ſhoulde haue beene 
comelic,regular and holy, nowe his 
very ſpirit is become fleſhlie, becauſe 
all the operations and motions ofthe 
very mine and foule are inordinate 
and yitious, And howe fowly fin hath 
deformed vs,and diſtempered nature, 
and what confuſion it hath wroughr 
10 vs appearerh by this, that whereas 
the ſoule in man, whom ſome haue ft- 
ly cearmed a !ittle world, 1s the princi- 

B 4 ple 


F 


te Augult, 'de 
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ple agent, & the body the inſtrumer, 
reaſon the Soveraigne, and appetite 
and ſ{enſe the ſubic&s,fin hath rurned 
this little world quite vphde downe. 
The body is become the maſter , and 
the ſoule the ſervant; or rarher , the 
body a Lord,and the foule a {laue:ap- 
petite and ſenſe commande and (way, 
reaſon is brought intro ſubicCtion vn- 
ro them,and muſt do as they wil haue 
it. Thus as the common ſaying 1s, the 
Cart drawes the horſe, The ſoule ſhoulde 
lift vp the body, burthe body puls 
downe the ſoule , and forceth her to 
ſuſpend her proper operations , that 
—_— and ſenſe may atall , Wee 
Place our happines not in things pro 


pertovs, as the + 2 vic of reaſon, 
concemplarion of heavenly things, 


vnion with God,and rhe lize, which 
indeed are the lifc of the ſoulc, bur in 
things common to vs, and beaſts, in 
the farifying or rather glurring of 


FT ghentep.93e apperire & ſenſe, although s the very 


Genrill could ſay , that pleaſure is the 
chiefe good of beaftes. Nay ſinne makes 
vs worſe then beaſts. For although 
beaſts are guided in all their a&ttons 
with ſenſe and apperitc only , yet are 
lenſc and appetite in them ſo regular 


and 
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and yniforme, that they hold one c6« 
ſtant courſe,only ſeeking to ſarishe 
nature,not to oppreſſe it , andthere- 
fore neither ſurfer with cating , nor 
aredrunken with drinking,nor mco- 
pulation berweene male and female 
excecd the neceflitic of generation 
for multiplication and continuance 
of their like , which being accompb- 
ſhed,rhey afterwards liue moſt tem- 
perarly,and inall theſe things, as we 
vic to {ay,doe bur their kinde. And 
all this they doe being deſtirure of 
reaſon and diſcourſe, herein more 
happy then man, I as S.Bernard well 
ſaich,rhat they are not waged,becauſe they 
ihemſ*lues cannot wage. Burt man on 
whome God hath beſtowed reaſon to 
coduft,and dire himin his doings, 
diſdainerh ro be goucrned by reaſon, 
yea purpoſely revelieth againſt ir, & 
thinkes it his gloric to be vnreaſona- 
ble,he deipiſerh cuen pleaſure ir ſelfe 
ifirbe narurall , and {uch as God al- 
lowech him,vſing artificiall enforce- 
ments as itwerec to diſguilc Gods or- 
dinances,and to forge newe delights 
of his own,although ſometimes they 
be rather rorments than delights. Of 
all matcriall and viſible creatures he 

By only 
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onely knowes order , and yer onely 


-breakes order,hercin inferior not on 
ly ro beaſis, bur co ſenflefle and life- 


leſfſe creatures. The fea in ebbing & 


flowing,the ſunne and moone inri- 


fing and ſerting,the ftarrs in moutng 
and rurning,rhe very carth in {prin- 
ginzand withering keep? a ceraine 
order, whereas man mt necdes bee 
exorbiranr and out of courle,as if his 
reaſon had beene giuen him ro make 
him madde and void of rezſon. 

8 Andwhich nor a little agzra- 
yars this part ofhis miſeric, hec 1s {> 
mer in the ſnares of linne, 
thar of himſelfe hee cannot pofltbly 
yntwine himſelfe,nay to ſpeake pro- 
perly, hee truely dehres not to vn- 
twine himſelfe,burt whereas all other 
priſoners loath and hate their fetters 
the finner loues his, he is in bondage 
and yet is well pleaſed with his bon- 
daze. One would thinke that necel- 
fity and willingneTe were incompa- 
tible, an4 could nor ſtand together, 


"mernard, Yer finne harh joinzd them in one, 


men cannot chuſe bur finne , and yer 
are willing to finn. Thus, fas adivine 
authorcomplainerth after a [trange ma- 


ger either nece/iie ca excuſe the m—— 
_— | pet” 
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cauſe it is willing, nor yet the will ſhake of 
neceſſitie becauſe it is content to bee allured 
to cucll,and to be ouer-ruled byſuch nece(fs- 
ty; Sv that this is after a ſort a wilting ne- 
ceſſity , a faccorable or gentle violence, flat« 
tering vswhile at forceth vs, andforcing vs 
wy:le it flattereth vs. 
9 Andhenceitis,that men ofte 
relapſe into the verie ſame finnes 
which chey had formerly renounced 
and abiured. The very Genules per- 
ceiucd and condemned this vanity or 
rather madneiſe of men 1o farre forth 
as it was a morall evill , the extent , co pam 
whereof we haue ſcene before, * Poly- Keckermas 
bis was wont to ſay,thar o:vers thought Syſtem. kth, 
a 1141 tobe the wiſeſt creature that was,but 1d. 3.caPepp 
for us part bee thought bim to bee the moſt 
fool:ſh, becauſe other creatures would be- 
ware of thoſe things by whome they bad bin 
once burt, whereas ma oftentimes ſales back #Senec- ep, 
againe into the ſame vices: Andi as Senc- _—_ de The 
ca expreſies it, returneth to the things _ —_; 
which he bad giuen ouer , and condemned, 
forſaking what bee longed for , and againe 
longing for what hee bad forſaken , thus our 
loue and loathing of the very ſame things 
play therr parts by turnes,and deſrre and ve- 
morſe drvide our life betweene them. And 
herein againe we muſt needs acknow 


ledge 


; | 18 | Muni ion againſt mans 

2. ledge that finne makes vs worſe then 
4 beaſts, For ſaith " $.1erom,the very ſcely 
"p—q—ry beaſts and wandering birds wil not bee t4- 


; b, Ep. 10 ad . . z 
© Furiam, Fen twicem the ſame traps or ſnares,@ yet 


$4 fooliſh man relapſeth often into the ſame vi- 
2:4 ces,that is indeed , is often taken 1n 
Fs the yery ſame ſnares of finne and Sa- 


| tan. This is the fhnaners Labyrinth, 
8: or maze , whereinto being once err- 
; 's ered he ofhimſcife can ncuer get out 
| ol it. 

10 This I ſay,is the evil of evils,5% 
makes man miſerable, even fin cont1- 
deredin it ſelfe,withour rezarde of a- 
ny puniſhment either temporal or e- 
ternall, which norwithftanding inle- 
perably accompany rhe fame, And 
ſurely rhe ſpiricual man cannot chuſe 
bur be aſhamed of himſcltec, yea loath 
himſelfe, and conceiue indignaris a- 

ainſt himſelfe when he {eriouſly c6- 

1dereth his finnes barely in the ſelus, 
borh for the imporrir reaſons before 
ſpecified, and allo becauſe it is an in- 
rollerable- ingratirude againſt God, 
that he having made all other things 
for man, and man for himſelfe, thoſe 
other things do ſtill ſerue man, & yet 
manwill not ſerue God. O what vn- 
kindacs is this tha God ould make 
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all creatures ſerne vs , yea anda great 
many of them to mainet2:ne our life 
by cheic death, and yet we ſhoulde re- 
fuſe to ſerue him? This ſhoulde moR 
pinch man,% dorh the ſpiritual man. 

And this is the proper difference be- 
rwecnemorall repentance , & Theo- 
logicall repentance , that by rhe for- 
mer men are gri:ved thar they haue 
offended againll honeſty, but by the 
later that they haue oFended againſt 
piety , This made ® the ble{led-Apo- 
ſtle ro cry out againſt rhe bondage of 
fin in this paſlionare manner. 0 wret- 
ched man that I am,who ſhil deliver ime je 
ths body of death?Aeoelie where makes 
mention of his impriſoamentes, hrs 
whippings,his toning,and ſundry 0- 
ther extremities, which he had endu- 
red, bur none of theſe made him crie 
when he ſpake of rhem, only when he 
comes to ſpeake of his bo: :dage vn- 
der the tyranny o! hnne,then he can- 
not chule but breake our- inco wofull 
exclamation. And rhe ſame afte tion 
although nor the ſame degree of affe- 
ion 1s in all the godly, that abhorre 
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i afraide to (in, that bateth ſan it ſelfe as be 
bateth bell fire . And thus hauc I in ge- 
ncralldecyphred and diſcovered mis 
miſery,l ſay only in general, for ro a- 
natomize 1t in particular , were to 
roaue in aſca that hath neither bot- 
rome nor ſhoare. It remainerh that 
we ſhould: now come to the true re- 
medies thercof , bur thatI thinke it 
expedient firſt ro ſpeake of the cauſe 
thereof, fith the knowledge of the 
cauſc of any evil brings grear light to 
the cure; andbefore that againe to 
fſhewe mans grofle 1gnoraunce of the 
right cauſes of his miſcry , and this 
God willing ſhallbe the argument of 
the next Chaprer, 
CHAP. 3. 
The gentils miſerable ignorance of the 
true eauſe of mans miſery. 
7 V E haue heard in the former 
chapter, that mans milcrie 
is ſo ſenſiblei, that the very heathens 
haue apprehended it,and much com- 
plained thereof,ſpecially of rhe evils 
that man ſuffers in this world : for as 
for the evils which he doth,which are 
far the greater,and of greater forceto 
make him miſerable , rhey were bur 
coldly touched therewith; Bur as c0- 
CCL= 


miſery and mortality, 
cerning thecauſe, cither of rhe one, 
or the other kinde of miſerie , they 
were alrogither ignorant thereof, & 
therefore no marvelif they knew not 
the rrue remedies cither againf rhe 
one or the other , And ſurely rouch- 
ing the cauſe of mans miſery racer c6- 
ceipts & conieQures were {o itrange, 
that it is doubtful wherher we ſhould 
more pirty them,or laugh at rhem. 

2 The general c6ceipr ofthe moſt 
ſufficient among them, much more of 
the vulgar ſort was that the firſt brach 
of mans miſery, namely the manifold 
and grievous evils which he ſuffererh 
in this life, grew from this, that Gods 
providence was confined in the high- 
er parts of the worlde, and leſcended 
not nor extended to things below the 
moone, Of this opinion were manie 
Philoſophers. Many,ſaith 2 S. Augu- 
ſtine, hae thouzht, that indeed: the high 
partes of the warlde are governed by Gods 
providence, but that this low part of the 
earth and the aire next aboueit, where 
windes and clowas do riſe, are rather toſſed 
to and fro by caſuall motions. In this error 
was Ariſtotle himſelfe.,, who thoughe 
that Gods care for the affaires of the 
world reached nor below the moone, 
AS 
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25a great many of the chiefcit anci- 
b Ambrot © fathers report of him, but aboue 
de offic 1h te ret > S. Ambroſe, who moſt excel- 
2,cap.i;, Iently confures that his profane fan- 
® Quis open cie at large , andIcannot here omir 
| nyt one mary 4s ſpecch of his that waie, 
- — * W1a: wrhmin,faith he, can neglett the 
Quisdeſerar Care of is rk? ? 19 can forſake and a- 
auc deſtitu- bandon that wich bimſulfe thought meete 
pognes = to mae?if it be a wrong to God to rule,w.us 
rains; It N02 4 greater wrongin bim to make? Sith 
zniuriactt m0! to hauemade a thing at al 1s no muſlice, 
regere gum: but 0? to care for that wnich one hath 
ne eli.naror 2172/5 27eat cruelty. Thus the moſt iu- 


rate dicious Philoſopher dreamed that. |} 


quid non fe. God had no care of men nor their af- 
ciſſe nulla fajres,and therefore no marvaile it he 
fir inultiri2 jo the © Pocr, ſpeaking popularly cry. 


non cur are A | 
2urem auog Out, * that the Gods made tennisbals of 


feceris fum+ 7 , tofing them to and fro they cared not 
maeſt in= how, Hence then, namely from Gods 
= — 5c negle& and contempt of men &rtheir 
In wt peed affaires,ſome held that mans ſo iniſe- 
**Enimuero Fable ſtate in this world did procecde. 
Lij nos qua 3 Others thinkingrthis roo groſle, 
+ berg &.rhat ſuch an impurarion did much 
_ *® dcrogate from the wiſedome & good- 

nes of God,deviſed another ſhift and 

ſtarring hoale ro helpe the marrer, to 

WEETE bo mens {oules Were created 
Ts ug 
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long before rheir bodies, and livedin , 


heayen, butcommirting ſome great 
offence there, were condemned to be 
toined ynto bodies here on carth, & 
ſo to endure thoſe infinite mileries 
wherevnto mans life is ſubic&t, by 
way of penice for the faulrs rhey had 
done in heaven. And this being firſt 
forged by heathens, ſeemed {o proba- 
ble, and was ſo plauſible, thar after- 
wards many greart perſons inthe ve 

Church allo greatly liked ir,and ſer it 


abroach, Touching the Genrtils 4 Tut- d Ciceto in 
Hortenfio 


| "_ apud Auguſt 
of this opinion,namely that we were contra lul's 


borne into this wretched worlde: for an {þ.4cap 
12. & 1 


h; hunſelfe profelled his approbation 


ſome fowle marrers camitred before 
in a former world to ſuffer puniſhmer 
here for the ſame . Who allo 'copares 
mans caſe herein to that of :thoſe, 
which fel into the hids of the theeues 
of Tuſcany merioned by Ariſlotle,who 
weredealt with after this lamentable 
manner, The one halfe of then: were 
left aliue, the other halfe murthered, 
rhen rne lining were bound backe to 
backeto the dead , and lo rotted with 
them; and that cuen ſo our ſoules 
were coupled with our bodies , as the 
living with the dead for the greater 
COr= 
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rorment, And as for Diuines in the 
Church,thar they alio applauded to 
this invention and yaine umaginati- 
on,appeareth by the teſtimonie ofS. 
© lerom,who warneth a religious wo- 
eflicronim. anofhis time to take heede of rhe 
epilt.3 ad 
Demeuial. Origeniſts who yſcd to buzze into 
rhe ears of the fimpler,that very rca- 
ſon c6ſtrained them to belecue', thar 
mens {ouls had liued in heauen firft, 
and that ſor ſome old faults commir- 
red there,they were puniſhed here,& 
adiudged to be pur into bodies as in- 
to priſons, and to doe penance 1n 
this vale of teares, And the reaſon 
that conſtrained rhem to bee of this 
minde,was forſooth, that yong chil- 
dren many times were borne defor- 
med and monſtrous , were ſubicQ ro 
ficknefic,and greeuous pangs, & of- 
rentimes were puniſhed with dearh it 
ſelfe before they had afually offen- 
ded,which could not {tid with Gods 
wſtice,vnlefle rhey had Enned betore 
their comming 1nto the world, The 
yanitic of which imagination ſhall, 
fAuguRt,vbi God willing.appeare hereafter, Thus 
luprahac they feeling this part of mans milerie 
ſe lit,mar- and not knowing the cauſe rhereof, 
Wy £6. runac into many ſottiſh errors # as S. 
Ly | Au- 
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Auguſtine ſaith of Tullie , Hee ſawe the 
thing,but knewe not the cauſe of it. 

4 Andas for the cauſe of rhe other 
and greaterevill, namely finne , the 
generall opinion and conceir was , 
that it proceeded only ,cither from il 
cducarion,or ar rhe leaſt from mans 
bad husbanding of his owne free will 
which was e nab! to good 
or cull, ich if they had vnder- 
ſtood of the firſt man Adam when he 
fell, had beene rrue and ſound ; bur of 
this they neuer dream:d, They 
thought that man conſidered in the 
ſtare of corrupt nature , or as hee is 


now of himſelfe , was without finne 


by birch,and had equall power to do 
good or cuill, to be vertuous or viti- 
ous,and as 1 faid,rthar itwas only bad 
educarion and imitation of the bad, 
or bad imploiment of his freewill & 
naturallfacultics of his {oule , that 
made him naught; in which error | 
wee finde the very beſt and wiſeſtto , ©. gc. | 
haue been. 8 The Stoicks, the beſt of queſt lib.1. 
all Philoſophers for moralitie , were & Taiculaa, | 
ſo blinded herein , that they thought 19.4: | 
cuen goodand Jawfull affe&ions to 
emecrely of ill cuſtome , nor of na- 
rure,much morc that corrupt and e- 
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h Seneca 
epilt 22, 


pSeneca 


epiſt.41 6, 


uill affetions were ſo. And Þ Seneca 
_ in nature complaining of her 
childrenas degenerate , and telling 
them that ſhe brought rhE forth with- 
our paſſions,and evilldefires & luſts, 
withour feares,withour ſuperſtition, 
withour trechery,& rhe like; &'in an- 
other place mgkss this the only cauſe 
thar we are na , becauſe wee will 
nor vſe the ſtregrth which nature hath 
giuc vs to ſhake of our vices,which is 
abiditly ſufficicrt ro do it.Not to be wil 
lImg. ſaith be,zs the cauſe bereof:but not to be 
able is made the pretence and colour. Wee 
ſhall haue occaſhon * hereafter to 
ſpeake more of this blindnes & mad- 
nes ofthe Gentils rouching the cauſe 
of thi#part of mans miſery , namelie 
finne,when wee ſhall come to handle 
the remedies which they preſcribed 
for the ſame. Andas for the falſhoode 
thereof it ſhall bec ſhewed * in place 
CONvenient, 


CHAP. 4 


That as the Gentils knewe not the true 
cauſe of mas m:{ery,ſoneither did they know 
the utmoſt height c< it. 


As 


miſery & mortality” & 27 


I S we haue ſcene in the former 
chaprer that the blinde hea- 
thes knew not the cauſe of mans m1- , 


ſery , ſoit reſterh co be here declared” 
that they knew nor the true meaſure 
and grearnes therof,nay were meere- 
ly ignorant of many principall bran- 
ches of it. 
2 One ſpeciall point of our miſe- 
rie is, that by fn we incurre the dif- 
pou ure »f God,and become hable to 
1s wrath and vengeance, who by na- 
ture is an adverſary to 1 finne and 
ſinners,as hath beene* before ſhewed | ChaP.te 
at large, But this the heathens a . lect. 
70, appre 
hended nor. For not only ® the pro- , g,; a. 
fanc Poet imagined , that Goddid Amor lib.z; 
wincke at mens fins,yea allow them, cieg. z.& de 
nay laugh at them,buralſo the chiefe 37tc amane 
Philoſophers thought & taught thar & lib, 
God was not offended with any thing 
that mendid,muchleſle would puniſh 
it, Þ Seneca the moſt morall of them 
and the wonder of wit tels vs, that 's os. 
”anknowes God, and that many thinke ill 
of 1:m, and that without any danger , In 
© another place hee thinkes hee hath ; r4em Ve 
ſpoken wiſely, when he ſpeakes moſt beneficiis 
beaſtly , ſaying that one principall bb.7-6t. 
point for the attainement of perfe& 
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2% Munitionagainſt mans 
happineſſe is, ro ſhake of all feare of 


God and man, and to reſolue rharwe 
are not to feare much from man , bur 
fro God nothing atall. 4 In another, 
tharrthere are ſome that hane neither will 
iral-2,c, 29. 797 power to burt,as the Gods,whoje nature 
is wholy milde and gentle, and who are of 
er oly to relieue and cher:iſh,but not to 
e Plararch, £77729) Or affift. And * another famous 
trackar.de Þorhfor his learning and _——; 
luperſtit. yea for his vertue too,ſo far as heath- 
niſh blindnes would permit, makes it 
flar ſuperſtition, ro thinke that God 
would hurtany, being ſuperlariuelic 
good,yea goodnes it {elfe:borh being 
childithlic deceived in this, that they 
rhoughr, that for God ro puniſh ante 
for their wickednes, andto do harme 
*SecTertul were all one, * whereas 1t 1s a maine 
cont. Marct* hranch of his goodnes to hate evil, & 
on.lb 2. C5 ws Bs 
n4-& Lac: take YENgeance On evill doers, Wirh- 
tant. deira Outthe whichno earthly Prince de- 
Deicapr7. ſcrues the name, nor can mainetaine 
the reputation of good. 
3 Secondlic they bewraye moſt 
oroſſe ignorance touching mans mi- 
ſerie inthis, rhat they rhinke ir is all 
ended by death: whereas the far grea- 
rer and more grievous parte thereof 


followerh after death,as we hauc no 
» be. 


miſery and mortality. 


* before. Yet heerein the moſt re- , Chip t» 
nowned of them haue ſhamefully er- 
red, & drawne others into error, fTul- rcjcers. 

ly in a large diſcourſe rakes it for gri- Tuſculans' 
red, thatafrer death men either ſhall queſt 1:b. 1, 
be happy,or elſenort beatall. £8 Sene- pony 
ca peremprorily avoucherh, that all ors +23) 
things are ended by death, yea death it ſelfe. 

Which ſpeech of his Þ Tertullian both b Tertul.de 
ſtly reproues,and pithily confures, ! ©lurrec, 
And in ian other place the ſame Se- FLO 
neca more diſtin&tly affirmerh that a cap,q2, 
thoſe things that make bell ſoiterrible unto 5 Sen.cone 
us,are but a .acere fable,that no darknesno folat.ad 
priſon, no lake of fire are appointed for ane PTY hs 
after death,that there ſhill be none arrag- 

ned,no wage to condemme , that thoſe that 

deviſed theſe things baue but frighted vs 

with ſcarre-crowes, that death is the diſſo- 

lution and end of all griefes, beyond which 

our evils do not reach.” The ſame in cffe& 

is delivered by & Epifters, otherwile x, ppider, 
almoſt more than an humane author. diſſertar- 
But moſt blindly and profanely of all ib 3-capr3 
others writes | Pliny hereof, although ke ty 

| nat, hib,y, 
1n moſt elegant wordes and plauſible ,,\; 
language. The ſumme whereof is this, 

that all men are in the {ze caſe after their 

laſt day, as they were before their fir/t day, 

«nd that there is no more feekng either * 

ive 
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the body or ſoule after the day of their death 
than there was before the day of their birth, 
that they that thinke otherwiſe are fool ſh 
and abſurd,as if there were any difference 
betweene th: manner of mans breathing, 
other creatures,or as if there wore not many 
other creatures of longer continuance than 
wan, of whoſe eternity notwithſtanding no 
man dreames, that theſe are but childiſh i- 
maginations,and falſe conceipts of mortality 
that affefts immortality, and woulde never 

have an end, &c. Thus were the hea- 

thens ignorant of rhe chicfeſt bran- 

ches of mans paſliue miſery, namelie 

Gods vengeance on ſinners, and the 

full execution thereof after death in 

the world ro come, 


CHAT. v. 
That the Gentils beg ignorant bath of 


the cauſe and the greatnes of mans miſerie, 
hane groſſely erred mn the true remedies a- 


gainſt the ſame. 


I N?"” the blinde hearhens being 

ſo groſlely ignorir borh of the 
cauſe, & alſo of rhe meaſure & great- 
nefle of mans miſery,it muſt needs be 
that they were ignorant of the true 
re- 


miſery &+ mortality. 312 


remedies for the ſame. The rhings 
that make mans ſtarteſo miſcrable, as | ; 
hath * formerly beene ſaid, are prin- Chap. 
| bs 

cipally two, the euills wee ſuffer, and 
the euils which we doe , with the for- 
mer whereof carnall and naturall mE 
are moſt moucd, although theyſhould 
be moſt moued with the latter, * as « qq1>/ 
hath beene ſhewed. Touching the $e&6, 
euils which we ſuffer, as ficknefle,fa- 
minc,peſtilence,warre, poverty , ba- 
niſhment,impriſonment,torments at 
our enimics pleaſure, vnhappy mat- 
ches, and the like both innumerable 
and intolerable croſfſes,and laſt of all 
death it ſelfe which although ro na- 
mrall men it hath ſeemed the ende of 
all euills,yer withall chey haue taker 
ir for the higheſt cuill , rhe remedies 
which they by their beſt meditation 
and ſtudy coulddeuiſe againſt them, 
are very poore , yea miſerable, and 
therefore vnkt to relicue miſery. 

2 Forletys hearc what they can 
ſay touching . theſe things that ſo 
much trouble & vex vs in this world, 
Indeed me haue ſtraincd their ſpirirs 
ro the higheſt, & wonderouſly labou- 
red to forrife their mindes aga inſt al 
occutrrents of that nature , burwith 

C POore 
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de remed, 
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o Cic. Tuſc. 
quell lib 2, 


aSenec. de 
conitant.'a- 
pient. fue 
de tranquil. 
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Munition againſt mans 
poore and pitifull ſucceſſe. For if we 
reade thoſe which with moſt particu- 
larity hauc handled this argumenr,as 
rwo ſpecially haue done 4 ONe an- 
cient,® the other of later times , wee 
ſhall ſce they feed vs with words and 
winde,and giue vs only yerball com- 
forts againſt reall cuills, Imuſt for- 
beare 2 particulars, and inhſt only 
in thoſe generall remedies wherein 
all agree. The firſt was deviled by the 
founder of the Stoicall profeſſion 
Zeno,and carries a goodly ſhewe of 
ſecuring vs that way. © His beſt mu- 
nition againſt this branch of humane 
miſery was that nothing could make 
a man miſerable buteu1ll, rhar onely 
vice 1s evill,and therefore thar onely 
vice could make a mi milcrable;rhar 
poverty, licknefle , baniſhmenr, im- 
priſonment,cold , hunger , famine , 
whipping , racking, cruell kindes of 
death, were no vices, and therefore 
no euills; no euills, and therefore 
could nor make vs miſcrable. And 
« Senecaſtraines the point yet farther 
cclling vs , that a wiſe and vertuous 
man cannot be wronged by any. Bur 
alas , what poore and'cold comforts 
are theſe ? What, is ſicknefle, impri- 


{on- 
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miſery and mortality. 
ſonmenrt,famine,whipping, racking, 
hanging,burning, and other like, or 
greater torments the Jlefle or caher, 
becauſe 1 am told chey are nocuills ? 
Wnart fond cavillation and ſophiſti- 
call delufis is this , that becauſe theſe 
be not cuills of fault , therefore they 
be norcuills of paine , or no cuiNlls at 
all. © A heathen author himfelfe wſt- 
ly laughs ar this vanity , and pithil 
confures it, The Stores, farrhhe 

by certaine vaine caullations, that pame of 


sr1efe is no enill, as though the word [enill} 


dd troubles not the thing. Why doft thou 
mocke me 6 Zeno,for when thou denteft that 
which (0 terribleto me to be an euill,thou 
doſt but cou[-n me,and 1 would gladly knows 
of thee , why that winch ſeemes to mee moſt 
miſerable ſhould not bee euill. Thou ſateſt 
that nothing is entl,but that whichis naught 
and d(hmeſt. In fo ſayme thou doſt but re- 
turne to thy olde foolerics : for by all tha 
tho aoft not iakhe away the things that tor« 
ment me. I knowe well enough that paine is 
not wickedneſſe.Nenuer tellme what r know 
well enough already,prout to me that there 
4 no oddes in the matter , whether 1 bee in 
pane or not in pane. And here it is wore 
thy of obſeruation , that when theſe 


Gallants that thus in wordes braued 
Cs all 
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all ovrward paine and griefe incident 
to the body , came to praftice & a&ti- 
on,they recanted thele brags , which 
they had vtrered in their idle ſpecu- 
lations, So Tulle himſclfe who much 
inclined to this paradox of the Stoics, 
and Jlabourcd to fortife his ſpirit 
thereby againſt theſe cuills of paine, 
when it came to rriall, miſerably diſ- 
couered his weakneſfle, & that in the 
leaſt and lighteſt of theſe externall 
o Caffi. crofles,namely baniſhmenr. f For he 
us hiſt, Ro» ſo baſely behaued himſclte therein, 
Wanlid. 35 that one Philiſcxs of his old acquain= Þ 
rance ſharply reproucd him for the Þ 
ſame: and ſpecially becauſc himſclfe 
had ſpoken and wrirten ſo ftourtly in PÞ 
contempr of all ſuch caſuall gricuan- 
ces,& giuen very £00d counlicl] ro 0- 
thers. Whoſe poore excule of tuch 
his weakneile was, that it was one 
thing to adviſe others , and another 
ro comfort our {clues when the caſe 
was our owne, Burt moſt mcmorable 
to this purpole is the behauzour of 
g Cie. Toſe, £Heracleotes Dionyſus Zenoes own {chol 
guzli, hb 2- ler, by whome hauing beene _ 
F this Nour contempr of paine , as be- 
| ing no eui]], afterwards hauing a bit- 


tex and cyicame fit of the ſtone, hee 
re- 
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recanted his error, and criedout that 
all which his maſter had maintained 
touching thar point was falſe, & that 
| he nowtfoundand felt the contrary, 
| namely thatpaine was an cuill. 
| A ſecond ſuppoſed remedy a- 
| gainſttheleevilsof pain borh raughr 
* and practifedby carnall men is void- 
rarie death, or ſelfe mutther,whereb 
| menattheir pleaſure might free the- 
| fſeluesfromalltheſe euills of paine. 
way 1g ag b he cries out in the Tra-h Ocdipus i 
| gedy,thardeath tobe fond enery where, ® —_ 
and that God m this hath proutded wan emer of 
* derousw:llfor mankinde : that, whereas © 
* anymunmay take our life Fon vs,none can 
* th: death fromvs , meaning that none 
can ler vs from dying, hauing power 
I to kill our ſelues whe we plcaſe. And 
> I:aſtwe ſhould thinke this to bee bur 
a Poericall £tion whereby men are 
mad to ſpeake what the Poet plea- 
{crh, let vs heare the wiſeſt and wor- 
thicſt of the Gentiles ſpeaking in 
| good carneſt of this marter, i Dunti-,  . BY 
* tlanafthrmes that no man is long m paine ran 
7 ſorrow wnleſſe it bee through bis owne lib,s.1n 
fault,caning that by killing himſelfe procemias 
he may be rig of 1t when he pleaſerh, 
Yea cuen Sezeca huniclfe approucs 
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of this ſelfe-murther or killing our 
: ſclues to ende all paine. Are we in di- 
' & Senep,zz ſrefle and miſerie > Why, * ſaith hee, 
tnere are many and ſhort and eaſe waies to 
free our ſelues. Let vs gine thankes to God, 
that no man can be? compelled to hue whe- 
fAdem ep, ther he willor no. And lagaine , If thou 
70. wilt follow my counſel , ſo prepare thy ſelfe, 
that thou maiſt entertame death,nay if need 
| be,that thou mazeſt ſend for it. For it makes 
| no matter whether death come to vs, or wee 
goe to death. Yea ® hee mockes and de- 
i$: rides thoſe that made any ſcruple 
' Þ Idemde thereof. And * in another place,ſairh 
©  balib.z.c.ig he, Which way ſoewer thou lookeſt , there is 
: an eds of all e1jlls to bee found. Doft thou 
ſee an mg and ſtrepe place, by falling down 
from it,thou ſhalt fall mto liberty ; ſeeſt thou 
ſuch aſea,ſuch a riuer, or ſuch a pitte,liberty 
lies in the bottom of them , if thou haue the 
hart to caſt thy ſelfe into them. Doſt thou ſee 
a tree whereon others haue beene hanged, 
there banges liberty, if thou wilt hang thy 
ſelfe. Doſt thou ſee thy owne neck, throate, 
beart,ec.they are all places of eſcape to fly 
aw21y from bondage. Are theſe 100 hard && 
painfull meanes to get out ,and worldſt thou 
yet knowe the way to liberty ? Every vaine 
ere 37 thy body s away toit.9 Againe herels 
' Eftla yi.thatifficknedie bee incurable, r nd 
”- 
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diſable the ſoule ro execute her pro- 

* peradtions,ſhce way as well goe out 

of ſuch a body ather pleaſure,as a ma 
may out ofa rotten and ruimous te- p Fpi& dife 
nement, or dwelling houſe. So ? E- er: at. libe> 
| pifetis himſelfe the wonder of hu- cap.16, 

| mane both wiſedome and piery, ſaies 

* thatas they are fooles,who whe they 

| haue ſufficiently refreſhed themſelus ,. 
at a feaſt,yer will hr longer, yea cuen 

| yncill they loath their mearte, and are 

| ready to yomirte, ſo they are fooles, 


=. 
5 Yn 


that hauing had their 611 of this pre- 

ſen: life,yert will live longer. Andin 

q 2nother place, Euenas, uoth hee, 9 Ep'& ib, 

boyes when they are wearie of aj play or —— 

* ſport wetoſay, will playno longer :fomen "© 

* whenthey are wearie of lung , muſt jay,l 

* willuznolonger. And therfore in *an- ,xyon thy, 

* otherplace hee laughes ar theirfhm- z,cap en 

> plicity that Tomplaine of poucrry & diflert«go 

* want/Vhatfootes,fairn nee, are they roar 

wen they haue filled therr bellies to day, ſit 

wrweving and penſuue bethinlung what they 

ſh:ll eate tomorrow. Baſ® ſI1ue if thou haus 

meate,thou haſt it : if thou baftit not, thou 

mucſt be packing out of the world , the dore 

25 open. So 1 Seneca highly commends {>entep.1s 

that {peech or Epicurus , that indeed it 

was am ſerie to lixe in neceſſity , but that 
C4 there 


38 
wh neceſſitie. Meaning that every man by 
| killing himſelfe might free himſelfe 
' ePlarode fromit. Yeawhich is ſtrange * Plato 
' legibw.ls, himſclfe,thar approached {o ncere to 
Chriſtian rruth in many points , al- 
though he appoint ſome publike in- 
famy in the maner of burial for thoſe 
that kill chemſclues, yer it is with di- 
F uers Exceptions, and amongſt others 
T9 this is one, if a manſo doe by meanes of 
$ - BPlin nat. poverty and want. And to coclude u Pli- 
$ | biltlib. 2. 7;-would hauc vs belceue,thar or mo- 
ther the earth hauing pitty vpon vs, doth 
#1 bring forth poyſos,char we may diſpatch 
. © our ſclues our of this wretched world 
FT when there ſhall be due occafio, And 
y this _ praiſed by thoſe that were 
| @ Viararch, ©2untcd very worthy men, * asby 
i wn _ Cato when _— whoſ: part hee had 
eon,Dio Caf taken was oucrthrowne ly Ceſar, kil- 
| Bus hiſt.Ro- ling himſelfe, as it was conceiued, 
| man liby4z, rincipally becauſe he would nor be 
| cholding to Ceſar for his lite , or at 
leaſt would not be pur to death ar his 
»Cornel, pleaſure, y Likewiſe by Pomponins At- 
4 | Nepotinvi. zjicys , who being impatient of a cru- 
E iriny ell diſeaſe rhat rooke him in his olde 
+ © © age, willingly famiſhed himlcife to 
; ' death , and coulde not bee Te 
rom. 
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there was no neceſſity for a man to line 
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from ſo doing by the prayers and 
reares of his neareſt and deareſt allies 
and friends. Bur particulars of this 
nature are infinite , & therefore lex 
theſe ſutfiſe, 

4 Now howe poore aremedie this 
is for a man to kill himſelfe when hee 
!51n miſery, may ſufficiently appeare 
by that which hath * already beene 
ſpoken touching rhe wofull ſtare of 
man after this life dying out of Gods 
favour, as they thatthus make away 
them'elues needs muſt. So that this is 
nottoavoide miſerie,, bur to change 
miſerie,yea to change the leſſer miſe- 
ries for the greater, and as wee vie 
to ſpeak ro leap our of the fryingpan 
into the fire . Yea the Genruils them 
ſclues ſaw at laſt the vanity and abſur 
diry of this remedy, deriding thoſe 
that becauſe they would not be put ro 
d-ath by orhers , put rhemſclues to 
death, z Seneca, who as we haue ſcene xSen.ep»w 
ſo much fayoured this profane con- 
ccipt, yetinſcme places forgetrin PE 
himſ CT os es that it 1s fellie 7. - mag 
eman to die ſor frere of death:and 2 an o- epigram tos 
ther ſajes it is madnefle,, * 7 pray thee, * '16rogs, 


| 5th $M; | nb (mor eff 
ſaith he,zs not this mdaes to d:eleaſt thou mon are, 


Cy, Jaw- 


$ 
& | 
# ; *4 
by 
F _ 
z 
' 
l 
y 


<—_ 


" 


| 4 AAnnition avainſt mans 
' __— lawfulnes hereof,namely Þrhar this is 
ai Se. forſake the ſtanding wherem God our Ge- 
pionis. nerall hath placed vs, and torefuſe &- ſhun 
theoffice which God hath aſſigned vs in this 
eAciſt, Eeh- world: © others, obſcrue the baſeneſſe 
ld, 3.c2P.7+ of it,that it is a token of aceward, and not 
of a valiant man,ſith valure conſiſts in a pa- 
tient enduring of al extremitics. And ther- 
fore *the very profane Poet {ſcoffes at * 
Catofor killing him'elfe,of whom wee 
haue heard before, truely affirming, 
that it 5 an eaſie matter to caſene death in | | 
our miſery,e+ that he 1s the valiant ma that © 
Virgil, £2. 7 patretly beare m'{ſerie. Yea © ſome have : 
? one farther, and ſcene the drrger © 
Fereof alſo,namely thar it is puiniſhed 
in the life ro come, placing thoſe rhar 
hane offended that way in hel!1,8& rhar 
in ſuch rorments, as they wiſh them- 
ſelues backe againe, & vpon rhar c6- 
dition would be content» endure al 
the miſerics incident to this life . Lo 
the poore remedies that narure can 
reach ys againſt this firſt kinde of e- 
vils, namely rhe evils which we {ut- 

fer. 

5 Nowertouching the evils which 
we doc which as hath beene ſhewed, 
we ſhould holde the greateſt,as natu- 

rall men hauc lefle knowne and felc 
p 7; theos | 


_— 


Martial, 
epigram, 
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> cleane contrary, and ſuc 


Wcene they were agaiaſt the ficſ} kind 
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them than the former , ſo haue they 


beene lefſe cither carefull or able wo 
finde out any ſound and effeRuallre- 


* medies againſt them, nay I may boJd- 
© ly ſpeake it , that as they giue vs fo0- 
7 l:h Phyſicke againſt the former , fo 
* they giue vs ranck poiſon againſt the 
* later, And asir fals our in bodily dif- 
© ealces,thar if the Phiſitian miſtake the 


* cauſes of them they —_— 
as exaſpe- 
; rate theevill not aſſwage it ; ſo it fa» 
reth with the maladies of the minae, 
if they that profeſfle skill ro cure them 
| erre in the originall ground of them, 
: Inſteed of healing them they poylon 
© them and make them far wor.e. 
y 6 Theguilr of inne which al men 
* carry intheir boſome re!ls them that 
*finne needes ſome purgation and exs 
zpiarion, orelle rhey muſt incurre rhe 
Zindignation and vengeance of God, 


ZBur when it comes to particulars, 
2whart the true meanes of delivering 
Fvs from the danyer of fin ſhould bee, 
®here the wit of man 1s a ground and 
S$vrterly amazed and confounded, and 
Frhe beſt remedies it can deviſe in this 


aſe are either fooliſh as wee haue 


of, 
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< | of evils,namely of paire, or els impi- 
| Fee Natal: gyg and wicked. 
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thiol 1i-1 7 © Some thought thar finne was 


1 $L.12g *** blotted out & Gods wrath appeaſcd 


by _—_— of lowers,franckincenſe, 


and other {weete perfumes, bur ſup- 


8 | poſe that everv meane perſon coulde 


= be as liberal that way as Alexander the 
. Er great, £ who vſcd to lacrifice with fo 
'N os, %Ims Much franckincenſe ar a time, that 
Perat? Leonidas his ſteward reproved him for 
it,telling him that hee muſt 6rſt con- 
quer the country where f-icxincen'e 

+ moweres he waſted it to prodigal - 
y,{uppole,l ſay,every man could bee 

ſo coſtly in that re{pe& : yer who that 

is well adviſed, can dreame. tnat rhe 

{weer ſmell of herbes & perfumes can ' 

rake away the b!thy ſtincke of hnne? 

Others HO by certaine wathings 

with peculiar & hallowed waters, the 

filth of fin was waſhrt away, as if that 

which made the skin cleane,made the 

heart alſo cleanc, and rhar purific rhe 

minde which never came neere the 

minde , Others truely wdging theſe 

cures to bee light, and {uperficiall, 

rhought it muſt be death and bloud ar 

leaſt that muſt do away ſinnc, viually 

villed beaſts of all ſorts in great abun« | 

EN dance | 
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dance,and ſacrificed them ro appeaſe 


Gods anger, and make fatisfaftion 


for rhe:r tran{greffions, Bur beare a- 


gaine reaſon awaked will rel] vs, that 
if all men could bee as bouncifull as 
Iulian the Roman Emperour viually , 
was, of whom the icſt went, thatif 


laſt ation againſt the Parthians, the 
very kinde and race ofbuls, oxen, & 
kyne would haue beene extinguiſhed 
by meanes of his monſtrous excelle 
in (acrihcing of veaſts, if, I ſay, everie 
man couid and ſhould be ar ſuch cot 
that way: yet whar ſtrange blindneſie 
were it to thinke that the bloud of 
beaſts could purge the finnes ofmen, 
or that man ſhould commir rhe faulr, 
and beaſts ſhoulde beare rhe puniſh- 
ment of 1t? 

$ Burthe remedics which the na- 
tural man deviled againſt this ſecond 
branch of our miſery namely fnne, 
werenotonly f50!ith,bur allo wicked 
& pernicious, For firſt, ſome looking 
further into the marrer , nd conſde- 
ring that it was 20 reaſon , thar man 
ſhould oFenle, and be aſts houlde be 
punithed,& diefoc his © Tences, per- 
cciycd thatin all cquity man muſt be 


1 


bAmmizn, 
Marcelln, 
h-e had returned with victory in his lb.:z, 
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©} fSee Natal. puniſhed for the faults of man, i And 


-— » Comes M ; 
| '* therefore moſt nations vſed to ſacri- 


5 tho! |. 1>c. 3 » A , ; : 
+ ice certaine men at certaine times of 


'F the yeare ro make an atonement for 
** kPlutarch. the finnes wy the reſt. So * the Cay- 
tratar. de thagimans ſacrificed their own childre 
loperſtit ro Saturne, being preſent thereat,and- 
looking on, and {uch as had no chil- 

dren of their owne, bought the chil- 

dren of the poorer fort, as if they had 

beene lambs,or goates, and the order 

was, that the very mothers of them 

muſt ve preſent at the ſacrihce with- 

out making any ſhewe of lorrow or 
compaſſion ar the ſight , andifthey 

did,they forfaired rhe price of them, 

and yer their children were ſacrificed 

never the lefle. The wickednes where 


i  Rilivs Trali= of is fo palpable , that !ſome of the 


| -_ get heatheniſh i1dolatours rhEiclues per- 
FT. ceived it,and cryed out againſt it,yea 

w Plutarch, mſgme were ſo moyed therwith, char 
2 quo ®P'2- they diſpurcd the point whether A- 
theiſme were nor farre better, thi ſu- 
CM Tacret, perſtition , and much inclined to the 
TT quoſupra, affirmariue part, " Others herevpon 
|" direQaly became Arheiſts crying out 
that religion was the cauſe of al! 1m- 
piery. And which is yet more ſtrange, 


the Gentils were {o blinde in this 
| poune 
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poinr,that ſome of them,» as rhe Lew eStrabol4s 
cares, yearlymade choile of fome noto 
rious malef1owur,aud facrifized him 
for the whole , as though his death 
could expiare rhe fins of ochers, who 
had deſerved many deathes for his 
owne ſinnes : whereas indecde Þ the # Bernard. 
ad Vihees 
death of rhe bet mn now 1n the ſtare temapli,c. 4 
of inne cannor profit an orher , fith 
every man oweth a dearh for hinaſe'f. 
Bur as hath beene ſaid, this remedy 1s 
notonly fooliſh & vnprofrable, bur , 
+ a 34 . q\ug deci 
allo impious & deteſtable, 4making 7. Ni, 
God more cruell thin any man; for cap.1a. 
what man, although 1uſtly angry, 
would be appeaſed by ſuch a bloudie 
& barbarous meanes? How were they 
blinded rhat thought one linne was 
a remedie for an other, & that ſo hai- 
nous a finne as mucther ; rhar the 
purged finne, when they added finto 
ſ:nne,that they appeaſed Gods wrath 
when they molt grievoaſly kiadled 
it, 
9 Secondly for cure of this fe 
greatan evill,naine)y £:nechey fent 
vs toa ſuppoſed power :n ourtelnes, 
whereby we are abl:,ifwenicaſc, ro 
ſhake of a!l ſinne, yea vir=r'y to cone 
quer the leaſt evill mo 9s ard affes 
(44908 
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* before, and ſo inſteed of healing fin 
thruit ys into ane of the greateſt {ins 
inthe world, namely pride & ſelfe li- 
y Vnoſquiſ. king. Hence came that ſaying chat 
que forme went for a principle amog tne," that 
lax fadct. orery man was the forger of h:5 owne for- 
tne, that is, had power to frame and 

ſhape his owne ſtate and condition, 

forage 9 make himſelfe good or bad, hap- 
Poto eleg Py 97 miſerable . Sof one flatrers a 
3.24 Gcr» great man, The Gods grant thee long life, 
maucum. for as for other things thou wilt gue them 
bk * tothyſulfe; and t another flarters him- 
" ** ſelerotheſamceffeR,faying, 7t 1 e- 
n0u2h that 1 pray to Iupiter for long life and 

riches;far as for a good minde and vertue, 1 

wi” give that tomy ſelfe. Neither are we 

to thinke that theſe were only Pocri- 
call Joriſhes , firh che beſt Philoſo- 

phers in cheir moſt ſerious diſcourſes. 

and medirations 2Mirme & mainraine 

. as much or rather more {omer:mes, 
_—_ Ariſtotle layerh rhis for a groiid, thar 
both wertue and vice are in our power , Or 

elſe wee w-re neither to bee praiſed For well 

xCic.de na» 40inz,nor d1fprarſedfor il doing : & * Cice- 


SER 4s 


, ara Devi ro,moſt profanely avoucherh,that wee 


ub-z. 


truly and iuſtly glory f our vertue,which we 
would never dee, (fitwere the gfe of God, 


ions of the minde as we haue heard 3# 


Y _wWw mis 


and not a thing of aur owne, And " Seneca 
is angry with thoſe that trouble rhe 
Gods with their praiers that they 


ighrbe happy laying withall , make 


by {fe bapyy,as if he had ſaide', Iris a 


Smarter in thinc.own power,what nee- 
Zdeſt thou bee bcholden to God for it? 


Sthart i» ſomereſþett, man vath the aduan- 
Wage of God himſelfe ; fith God is 1app'e by 
the heneſite of nature,but that man ;s htppy 
by his owne good husbanding of his minde, 
Fcing inditferently liable ro felicirie 
Zr miſery:that is, God is happy of ne- 
eflity, bura wiſe and vertuous man 
dy clefion and choiſe,for as much as 

hereas he might be cither miſcrable 
dr happy,he by his free choiſe & wile 

anaging of his will makes himſelfe 
nappy.To conclude # he affirmes that 


Þ2Pppineile is for a man to admire him- 
W//e,'hat is, to doare vpon 1:5 owne exceb 
ACC. 

1> Buralas what poore comfort is 
Wherc in all this. For firſt, ſo far of is ir, 
Fbacmi hath any ſuch power to thate 
Df finne, as hee 15 of himlſelfe in irre- 
: 


naught 
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ay * hee goeth farther and cels vs, \'d:mepit 


3 +» 


a Senec,Me 
vita beta 


Zpnc principall ſtep and degree yato 


Incdiable boudage vnto 1t,as hath Þ a!l- 6 Chaps. 
cady beene declared, neither is hee Seas, 
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naught by il] education, or cuſtome, 
bur by birth, or rather before his 
+ Chap 6. birrhy, as ſhall God willing fappeare 
$. &.4. hereafter : ſo that to bid a man not 
to ſinne,is to bid him nor ro cate whe 
he is hungry, not to drinke when hee 
15s thirſty, nor to —_ when hee 1s 
drowſie,and overwartched, or rather 
indeed,to bid him not be hungry,nor 
to be thirſty, nor to be fleepy or drow- 
fe,yea it is al one, as to bid water not 
ro moiſten, fire not to heate , rhe ſea Þ 
not to cbbe or flow, the ſunnenorro if | 
moue.,{th he can no more of himſelfe Bt | 
forbeare to ſinne,thi rhoſc crearures 
can ſuſpend ſuch their naturall aKiGe 
and morions, 
11 Yeanortonly is this remedy al- 


ſo vaine, bur here vnder colour and 
ſhew of remedy, is there moſt deadlie 
poiſon miniſtred vnto vs, Being dead 
4 tphel.z, Be fickeweare nide veiccue wee are 
verl.}, Fhoale, bein? by nature fas the Apo- 
ePia)me 51, {He tels vs the children of wrath, and 
verl.7. e as the kingly Propher ſaith , formed 


and conceived in firine, we are tolde, 
that we may chuſe whether we wil be 
guilty of fin or no,aud thar fin comes 
only of 11! cuſtome; being moſt miſe- 
rable bond-flaues, wee are borne in 


haad 
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hand that we are free men', or might 

be free men if wee woulde our ſclues, 

the falſhood whereof hath been ſhe- 

wed before ; having iuſt occaſion to 

hang downe our heads wee are coun- 

{clled ro beare them alofr,& ro looke 
bigge,and whereas we ſhould be aſha- 

med of our ſelues,& loath our ſelues, 

we are taught to adraire our ſelues & 

doare ypon our ſelues , which 1s the 

very high way to make vs incapable / avguP, de 
of mercy and favor . For 2s f S. Aug libero Arbis 
fline well faithgvhat can be more wnwory- ©140 bb. 3 
thy of mercy than provide miſery? And in- 

deed he makes himſelfc vnworthy of 
pitty,thart ſtands vpon high & prowd 

tcarmes , when norhing c:r. releeue 

him,bur pitty. The diſſembling of m/ſery, 

ſaith 8 Bernard,ſhuts out mercie : & they £Bernard. 
ſhall never be accepted as worthy, that pre- queer 
ſume they are worthy. Many in regard of 

this life haue periſhed without mer- 

cy, becauſe in their ſtournefle they 

wou!d not be beholden vnto mercie, 

Itwere cake to giue inſtances hereof 

both in ancient and later times , bur 
generaliry herein is ſufficient. It muſt 

be humiliation and ſubmiſſion, thar 

muſt procure offendours favour; not 
preſumprion or peremptory ſtanding 
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| _wpontheir iuſtificatid ina bad cauſe, 


t 

To counſellthe maletafourrto ple: d : 
his innocency when his capitall ot- f 
| n 

O 


fence is notorious and maniteſt,whar 
215 ireMe,burt ro helpe him rhe ſooner 
to the gallowes? whereas perhaps by pA 
confelling himſelfe guilty, and tuing F| 

for a pardon in time, hee might hauz 


beene acquitted. And thus we haue l 
ſeene rhar all the remedies which na- C 
rurall reaſon hath beene able ro de- ty 
viſe againſt our miſery,thart 1s,againſt lc 
the eviis which we ſuffer, or the evils 5 
which we doe, againſt our paines and | 
puniſhments, or againſt our ſinnes a] 
which are the cauſe rherof, aic cicher li 
vaine and ridiculous, or impious and | 
pernicious. " 
CHAP. 6. le 

fd 


That true rel:gion revealed wnto ws oy c 
Gods worde only diſcovereth.vato vs tbe * 


cauſe of our miſery, pt r 
I Ow ignorant the naturall man " 


is rouching the cauſe of his mi- 
ſery , hath ſufficiently appeared by 
things already (poken. Itremaineth | 7 
that wee nowe fhowe the rruc cauſe wo 


there- 
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thereof,which only * Gods word no- « Geneſ,e'3 » 


tifies vnto vs:and that is,that our firſt 
parents Adam and Exe beeing created 
by God and placed in Paradiſe ina 
moſt happy and pleaſant ſtare of lite, 
only reſtrained from taſting of rhe 
fruit of one only tree, to weere the 
tree of the knowledge of good and e- 
vill.as a triall of cher ſubic&ion and 
loyalty, by the Divels {uggeſtion 


| Gods deadly enemy & theirs , preſu- 
med to eatc thereof, andlv loſt the 


loue,and favour oft Cod, and incure 
red his diſpleaſure rand indignation, 
and conſequently became ſubiectro 
all miſery &calamiry nor only in this 
life,bur alio in the life to come. 

2 It may feeme that this offence 
was not ſo hainous nor deſerved ſuch 
ſevere puniſhment. Bur we muſt con- 
ſider that many and grievous iniqui- 
ties yea abominations Jlurked in this 
fat, For firſt of all , God having cx- 
preſly told the that whenſoever rhey 
ſhoulde taſte of this forbidden fruire 
they ſhould dic the death.thar is.they 
ſhould ſurely die, they harkening to 
the ſerpentrelling them the corrary, 
make Goda lyer, yea take the Devils 
word bctore his, Nowe how greata 
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wickednes this was, the ſimpleſt may 
eaſily percciue , Secondly tam was 
great ingratitude and vnthankfulnes, 
The Devill rcls rhem thar God had 
dealt craftily with them in relling the 
there was ſuch daunger in eating of 
that f/uit,whereas indeed it had that 
yerrue to make them equall to him- 
ſe!fe,and rherefore in pollicic he for- 
bade them to taſte of it, Which neceſ- 
ſfarily argues that they were malecon- 
rent with their preſent eſtate, as if 
God had dealr niogardly with them, 
and had nor beſtowed {o much vpon 
rhem as hee might hane done, and ſo 
in cffe&,thar the Devill would by his 
councell and adviſe doe more for the 
then God had done or woulde doe, 
Thirdly & principally, here was high 
rreaſon againſt the moſt high,accom- 
panied with dereſtable blaſphemy, 
For they cating of the forbidde fruir, 
becauſe as the Devill informed them 
thereby rhey ſhould be equal ro God, 
manifeſtly ſhewed rhar they diſdained 
ro be Gods vnderlings,and to holde a 
happines from him - inferiority & 
dependancic,and would be happy ab- 
ſolurely, and of themſelues withour 
being any way beholding ro God - 
: 


miſery & mortality. 52 
the ſame. Now when the ſubicR deni- 
eth homage and fealry to the Soue- 
raigne,the Creature to the Creator, 
man to God, what can it bee but high 
rreaſon,yea higheſt treaſon as com- 
mitted againſt the higheſt ? Befdes ir 
could bee no lefſe} than abhominable 
blaſphemy,that a mortal man ſhould 
ſo much as admit a thought to make 
himſelfe equall ro the immortal God, 
much more to defire 1t, yea to At» 
rempr it. 
3 Andyerfurrher this doth nora 
little aggrauar cheir fin, that they the 
had ablolute power not to finne, To 
exprcfſe this point , I had rather 
ſe Saint Auguſtines wordes rhen 
Une owne.if,taich Þ he,any man thinke b AuguPede 
hat Adams condemnation v.25 either to (0 _ 
lDo144C, 15 
beavy,or uniuſt:{urely be knowes not howe 
o weigh the matter, aamely bowe great the 
niquity of ſnning was , when there was ſo 
rreat eaſgaes not to ſin, And 2 little after, 


m | 

4. [here there 5 great puniſhment threatned 
3 TOM 

4 Wor diſobedience,and thematter commanded 


by the creatour tobe obeyed, ſo caſze bo can 
ufficiently declare how great a wick: aneſſe 
tw not to obcy in a matter ſo caſie, and 
where there 1s (0 great power to obey and ſe 
eat danger for not obeying? 
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4 Iomirmany other confiderati- 
ons which might farther agoravart the 
greatnes of ourfirſt parents ſinne,Bur 
that which hath bcene already aide 
may ſuffice. Only this I chonght good 
not to omir,that ir may be replied by 
ſome, that howe great ſoever their | 
erſonall offence were, yet what rea- |# 
Fon is ir rhatrhcir poſterity ſhoulde | 
beare the ſmart rhereof,and rhar in {vo | 
hard meaſure, as wee ſce and feele by | 
common experience, that they doc ? | 
The anſwere is eaftc, that Adam had 
either happineſſe or mitcrie in his | 
owne hands, not onely for himſelfe 
bur for all his : and therefore by ma- 
king himſelfe miſerable willingly, I Þ 
meane,ar leaſt, willingly doing the | 
rhing thar i1uſtly made him miſerable | 
he alſo iuftly drew miſerie vppon all 
his. Wee ſce that even humane ju-| 
ſtice puniſherh the children for the 
offenſe of the farhers, Hee that com-l! 
mirs rreaſon not only dycth himſelfe® 
for it,bur brings miſery ypon all his F 
child:en,who by his offenſe looſe all F 
their 200ds and lands that otherwiſe 7 
ſhould haue deſcend:d ynro tlicm, as | 
alioifthe parties ſo offending be of 
{uch quality and ranke,their _— 
an 
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and adyantages of birth and paren- 
rage, Againe, we commonly ill che 
yong foxes,wolues, and ſuch like ra- 
uenous & noiſome beaſts as the old, 
alchough as yer they haue done no 
acuall harme, becauſe we knowe they 
are of the ſame nature , that the olde 
are,and lacke not malice bur rime ta 
hurt and deftroy. Much more there 
fore may God , that more hates ma- 
ligniry of nature in man, than man 
doth in beaſtes ananifeſt his wrath a- 
gainſt man kinde cuen in their infan- 
cy,knowing that the roote and ſeede 
of all ewll lurckes in them from the 
wombe, yea in the wombe , and that 
the poiſon of finne and wickednefle 
is euen incorporated into their ef- 
ſence, And this is the cauſe of all 
thoſe miſeries and exttemiries which 
many tunes we ſee yong children ro 
endure, The ignorance of which 


point drewe the Gentiles our of the 
Church,and hereticks in the Church 


into that ridiculous errour * before e Chape. 
ſpecified, thar mens ſoulcs had com- $c@.z. 


mitted ſome foule fault in heauen for 
the which they were ſent into bodies 
here on earth to doe penance for the 
ſame, Now man hauing thus — 
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ly ſeperated himſelfe from God his 

Creator, and the onely author of his 
happineſle, it is no maruaile if he be - 

came {ubie& to all kinde of miſeric. 

. Thx was,ſaith © S. Auguſtine, a peruerſe 

ney. Og heghencſe, to forſahe that original cauſe 
cap.13. whereuntoonly the [oule ought to cleaue, & 
after aſort to become his owne originall, 

that is , tolcauc God , and goe abour 

to be his owne God, and to be happy 

without being beholding ro God for 

it. Andalittle after , Man by affefting 

to be more then he was,zs now leſſe then bee 


was: and while he made choice tobee ſufft- | 


cient of bimſelſe,forſook him that only could 
dAmbrofſ de be ſufficient for him. And 4 St, Ambroſe 
Ela & jeiu- brings in God expoſtulating and rea- 
moet ſonning the matter with man after 


his fall, rhus,D:d\t thou thinke to bee like | 
unto vs/therefore ſith thou wouldſt be what | 
thou waſt not, thou baſt ceaſed to bee what '* 
#Rernard.' thouwaſt. And © S.Bernard very ſwet- XZ 
eraQtar, de Jy expreficth this point,ſaith he, They # 
7A our firit parents ) which woulde 7 
needes be their owne , became not only their 7 
owne,but the Deuils alſo, that is, the Di- 7 
uels ſlaues , held in bondage by him * 
fa.Tim.2, at his pleaſure,asfrhe Apoſtle ſpeaks. ® 
red,zs, This was a wofull alteration,thar mi © 
whe was the {onne of God, while hee' 
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wouldbe Gods cquall,ceaſed nor on- 
ly to be his ſonne , but allo his ſeruir 
and became the ſeruant of ſinne and 
Sathan, And what a milſeric it is to 
be in bondage vnrto finne , yea what , 
* ancuill fnne of irſelfe is , hath * al- comm 
* ready beene ſufficiently declared, CS. far 


CHAP. 9. 


The true remedies which Chriftian Re. 
gi02 affordeth againſt the firſt kinde of mas 
w1:{oriethat s,the enlls of pane. 


Sx \V Hart poore and cold comforc 
* If narurall men,yea the beſt of 
" | naturallmen,andas it were the flow- 
- Z crof them haue beene able to finde 
# * our againſt mans double miſerie, 
_ ; namely rhe cuills of paine, and the e- 
_ *Z vills of fault, thar is, the euills which 
F = heſuffereth,and the ewlls which hee 
F/ * doth,ſufficictly appearerh by things | 


* before ſpoken. Let vs now ſce what b « x. 
od * berterreliefe and remedy rrue religi- _— 
> on yeelderh vs inthat behalfe. As for 
> rhecuills of fault, rthar is , finne the 
: F caulc of all evills of paine,the remedy 
= that Chriſtianity afforderh vs,is free 
11d 2 pardon of our finnes and reconcilia- 
Da Lon 
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tidn to God by faith in Ieſus Chriſt. 
Asfor the cuills ofpaine, they are of | 
rwo ſorts : cither of temporary paine | 

74 in this world , or of cternall paine in 

+ the world to come, The remcdics a- 

# gainſt rhe former , namely temporary 

paines in this world,are the gratious 

change of them vnto many profita- 
ble vies : the remedie againſt the lat- 
ter, namely eternall paines in the 
world to come is all one with the re- 
medy againſt the cuills of fault, or 
finnes. For the ſame mercyiof God 
which frees vs from ſinne.doth with- 
all free vs from the ercrnall puniſh- 
ment due ynto ſfinne,and therefore I 
will ioine them both in one in the 
next Chapter. For howſocuer the 
ſtri&lawes of order require Iſhould |] 
firſt ſpeake of the euills of faultas the |” 
cauſe of all cuill ofpaine,and then of |” 
the euils of paine that proceed there | 
of,rhar is, firſt of ſinne and then of |? 
the puniſhments for ſinne: yer, be- |? 
cauſe the cuills of paine , that is , pu- 
niſhmenrs for ſinne,ſpecially rempo- 
rary puniſhments,whereof I only in-| | 

create here , that is, the miſeries and * 

afflictions of this life are more ſenſi- \ 


ble ro our nature then the cuills of 
faule, | 
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miſery & mortality, 
faulc,thar is,than finnes themſclugs, 
as alſo becauſe they be the lefler euils 
of the two,howſocuer more felr, I ra- 
ther regarding the conveniencie cf 
matter,thE curiofiry of merhode,wW 
ſpeake of chem firſt, 

2 The firſt conſolation then a- 
gainſt all worldly miſerics, is this, 
that whereas ofthemſelues they are 
tokens of Gods wrath & diſpleaſure, 
and a part ofhis iuſtice ypon ſinners 
beginning in this world, and ending 
inthe worlde to come, or rather to 
ſpeake properly , neuer ending , and 
are ataſt,and as it were fore-runners 
of hcl! rormente ;, now cleanc <Srrae 
ry,vnto all chatare in Chriſt, and by 
faith in Chriſt ſtand reconciled ynta 
God,whereofby Gods afliſtance wee 
ſhall heare more ar large in the nexr 
Chapter,rhey are f:gnes and pledges 
of his loue and fauour. A ſtrange al 
ration,that they which before were 
heralds ofdefance , ſhould nowe bee 
meſlengers of peace, and proclaimers 
of amity and Jaue + yer thar rhe caſe 
rhus ſtanderh,is manifeſt byGods ex- 
preſſe reſtimonies. My ſonne,ſairth Sa- 


rea 


* lomon,that is God by Salomon , deſpiſe 
"= at the caſt;ſement of the Lord,nor be wea 
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rie bf bis correftion: For the Lord correft- 
eth euery one that he loueth,as a father doth 
the ſonne to whome he wiſheth good. And 
the Þ Apoſtle repeating it almoſt 
word for word, * inferreth our of it 
by neceflaric conſcquence,thar affli- 
Qion being the badge of all Gods 
ſonnes,therefore they that taſted nor 
| eApoe;z, Ofitwere' baſtardes and nor ſonnes, 
* | vreiedly, Andſo<Chriſthimſelfe profefleth ro 
& / the Church of Laodicea,thar hee dealer 
''Y thus withall that hee loued , namely 
W | thathe exerciſcd chem with affliis, 
® As many,faith he os T loue , 1 rebuke, and 
ebaſtiſe. Thus al afliftions & worldly 


4/V crofles to the faithful arc ſo many to- 
1's kens,fent from heauen to earth from 
| God to man,from Chriſt ro the Chri- 
ſtian,ro aſſure vs of loue and fauor; & 
| who would nor be glad,nay prowd to 
| recciue loue tokens from an earthly 
8 king,how much more from the king 
''$ of heauen ? 

3 Secondlyiris to be conſidered 
that theſe euills of paine are not on- 
Iy comfortable for teſtification , bur 
alſo profirable in operation, & bring 
forth moſt notable effes in the god- 
ly. Sofaith 4Danid, Before 1 was affli- 


81 Wcd,1 went aſtray : but now dot I keepe thy 
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commandem:nts. Andagaine , 1t is good 


for ms that I baue beene in trouble, that 


thereby I might learne thy ſtatutes. And 

© the holy Apoſtle is bold to ſay, that 

God chaſtiſeth vs for our good, that we may 
be made partakers of 04s holineſſe : now all 
chaſti(ment for the preſent ſeemeth not to be 

ry0:15, but greevous; but afterward it brin« 
geth the quiet fruit of righteouſnes to them 

that are exerciſed thereby. And * S Pale 
coeth yer further,affirming thar affli- 
Rions to thoſe tharare in Chriſt mi- 
ni!ter matrer not only of profitte,bur 
allo of glorie. Therefore,{aih hee ee 
gry 1 tribulation, knowing that tribulas 
£1972 aringeth 2.77! ance,a0d patrence experts 
ence and exhericnce bope, and bope maketh 
no: aſhamed. 

+ And hence it is that Diyines 
reach thar afflictions to ſpeake pro- 
perly,ynto the godly are nor puniſh- 
ments, but ought to bee tearmed by 
ſome other name, So {airh 8 S. Chryſo- 

ſtome;w2 are not puniſh:d, but inſtrufted:ſ0 

that our affli:on is fir admonition, not for 
condemaation;for Phyſicke,not for torment; 
for correftion,not for vexation, Thar is in 
a word,al our tribulations are for in- 
ſtru&ion,not for deſtruction. 

5 The very hcath&s could ſee thar 
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| ſome benefit did growfcom trouble & 

| miſerie. As firſt,thar it was a counter- 
poyſon againſt the daungers of roo 

JF much proſperity, as pride, riot, wan- 
+4 | | ronnes,and the like,which hauc been 
|| OHerod L3. the bane of many men. Þ Amaſy king 
of Egypt deſired thar he & his might 
taſte of adverſity , and vnderſtanding 
| of the incomparable proſperity of Po- 
'y licrates Prince of Samos, who was ſo 
118 Juckie in all his affaires,rhat when of 
* a purpoſe he had caſt his fignet thar had 
= / in it an Emerald of wondrous value, 
. into the ſea, had it brought to him a- 
inc inthe belly of a fiſh that ſhorr- 

F, afeer was ſerved in at his table, he 
promy renounced the amitic and 
ceague that had beene long berweene 
them,ſuſpe&ing that ſome great miſ- 
chiefe would befall him, wherein hee 
ji would be loath to ſhare with him : as 
indeede it fell out; for being crafrilic 
| trained into the hands of his enemies 
| | —_— he was crucified aliue, Yea ' the verie 
ki T7. pati- Poet obſerved and complained,* thar 
4 if ' murlonge in bis time they wore even ſich? with eaſe 
rl 7 cis mala, proſperity;and more plagued with peace,thz 
* Sewior armis ,2» hey h2d beene with wars. And * the 
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be overcame by armes : but was himſelfe | 
overcome by vices : 1 who alſo nores, | Idem egy 
that this was the ſpoile of Mcecenas, 7 * 5» 
and not only of him, but generally of 
very mi whom proſperity brought ro 
a madnes of vanity & luxury. Againe 
they ſaw that ſomerime croſles occa- 
foned encreaſe of 1udgement , and 
bred an experimentall knowledge 
which was nota little to be eſteemed. | 4. 
So N Chion gaue harty thankes ro the ;, ep-quads 
crofſe-windes that kept him at Byza- 
tium againſt his will : becauſe by this 
meanes he grew acquainted with Ze- 
nophon arriving there during his co» 
ſtrained ſtay,& greatly benefited him 
ſelfe by coference &intercourſe with 
him. And "Themiſtoctes being baniſhed » Furarchs 
by his vnkinde country, was wont to Apopht.Re» 
fay to his followers, Except we had bin $99 & Ls 
wndone, we had beene undone . So much AY 
did hee thinke hee had gained by his 
baniſhment; becauſe he Sr grew 
in favour with the king of Perſia,'and 
was greatly advaunced and enriched 
by him. 
6 How much more the may Chri- 
ſtians picke prokite our of adverſitie, 
yea ſuch profit as the blinde Gearils 
neyer dreamed of ? For all that they 
D;5 gal & 
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gained or poſſibly could gaine by ad- 
verſity ,was buta civill & morall wiſ- 
dome , or reformation of their out- 
ward bchaviour in this preſent world 
and in regard of men : But the Chri- 
ftian raketh out farre higher leſſons 
from adverſity. 

7 For firſt hereby they learne c6- 
tempr of the world, which is no ſmall 
matter, For how daungerous a thing 
the loue of the worlde 15 appeares by 
this that it is incompatible with the 

oXamn,4.y.4. Joue of God, & cannot ſtand with it, 
Know yee not, ſaith 9 S. Iames, that the 
friendſhip of the worlde, is enmitie with 
God?whoſoever then w'll be a fri2nd of the 
world, becommeth the enemie of God. And 
ſaith PS. lobhn, See that yee loue not the 
veiliz® world,nor the things of the worlde : if anie 
man loue the world, the lour of the father is 
ot in h!m.Thus we ſee that of neceſſ1- 
tic wee muſt bee our of loue with the 
world, if we woulde bze in Joue with 
God:cnemies with the worlde,or elſe 
we cannot be friends with God, The 
contempt of the world then roucheth 
vs as neerely as our very ſalvation, 
neirher can there bee any ſalvation 
without it. But now what can ſo well 
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experience of the vanities and miſe- 
ries of the worlde?It is then aſpeciall 
roken of Gods Iloue and fiyour when 
he by aftiftions and crofles maks the 


 worlde bitter and vnſayory vnto ys, 


therby to waine ys fco the Joue ther- 
of . As mothers or nurſes when they 
would weyne ſucking children do vie 
ro annoint their reates with worme- 
woode or ſome orher bitter thing, 
thereby ro make them weary of ſuck- 
ing,and tolcaue the {weere for avoy- 
ding of the bitter , ſo God when hee 
woulde weyne his children from the 
loue »f the worlde, by adverfities and 
croſſes maketh it bitter and vnſavyory 
to them, leaſt they ſhould roo deepe- 
ly (ucke in the poylon thereof, yea C= 
ven lucke thcmlielues to death,as car- 
nall men that luc in all proſperity 8& 
1olity viſually doe, according to that 
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ſaying of wiſc 4 Salomon, that the eaſe of 9 Proverb, p 
fooles kulleth them, and the proſperity of the * etl 324 


fooliſh deſtroieth them;by fools meaning 
the wicked, whom proſperity makes 
wanton and fooliſh, depriving them 
of all (pirituall vnderſtanding,if they 
had any, orclſe keeping them from 
ever haying any. And this as * Itvemie, 
or rather the Lorde by Icremy witnel- 

as the icth. 
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ſeth,was the overchrow and ruine of 
the Moavits, becauſe® Moah w.ts quiet c- 
ven from bis youth, and [ate y»0n the Lees, 
nor w.2s powred out from veſſell into veſſel, 
nor lead into captivity. Thus a flattering 
worlde poyloneth , bur a frowning 
world preſerueth: a flattering world 
defilerh, a frowning world puriheth: 
ina word,a flattring world damneth, 
a frowning worlde {ayeth , And who 
woulde nor bee contentto hauc rhe 
world his ſtepmother, ſo that he may 
hauec God his father? And how nece{- 
fary it is that che worlde thou'd bee a 
ſtep-morher vnrto vs thar wee mighr 
not over loue it, appears by thar gol- 
den ſpeach of \ an ancient Divine;Be- 


bold;ſaich he,the wrld is tormie and tem- 


peſtuous,and yet w2 loue it what ſh1ld wee 
doe if it were calme ? How wouldeſt thou 
imbrace and cole a beautifull wride, that 
maheſt [0 much of a fowle and deformed 
warlde? howe greed:ly wouldet thay gather 
the roſes of it , that canſt h4rdely bolde thy 
bands from the thornes of it? That is, how 
ſhould we doate vponthe worlde,if ir 
were an indulzent mother; that can 
ſcarſe forbeare ro loue it, becing a 

curſt ſtepmorher? 
$ Bclides che miſeries of ___ 
OC 
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do ſerue notably ro morrifie our luſts, 
and concupiſcences, For,as proſpert- 
| ric is oile ro kindle them : ſo adyerh- 
ty is water to coole and quench the, 
| Hereby anger is mitignted, luſt aba- 
ecd,pride dete&cd,and in a worde,all 
inordinate affetions & defires rei-. 
fied. Hence itis that aftl;Rion in holy 
| fcriptureis often rcearin:d a fornace, 
yea a fiery fornace:becauſe it purgeth 
out our corruptions, and makerth ie- 
peration berweene the golde andrhe 
drofie of our ſoules,berweene our vi- 
ces and our vertues. And hence it co- 
meth, that our very enemies are our 
ſervants and procure our good, when 
they ſeeme moſt ro hurt & annoy vs, 
Woulaeſt thox knovo how this comes to paſſe, 
ſaith * S. 4uouſtinc?Whythey ſo ſerue vs,as AG 
flies aud vammers [true gold; asmilles ſerut (ermo,ys, 
wheate,as ovens ſerue for the baking &xma- x 
king of bread, finally as [traw;, and chaffe in 
the fornace ſerveth gold, where the chaffe is 
conſumed ro nothing,but the gold remameth 
yea us made better than it ws, beme purife- 
ed thereby . Which reſcmblances,ifwe 
well marke them,are very proper and 
excellent. For one would rthinke rhar 
the file by galling, & the hammer by 
beating ſhould marre the golde __ 
Y 
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they both better it: one would thinke 
that the chatfe wnich nouriſheth rhe 
fire in the Gold. miths fornace ſhould 

be hurrtull co the gold,as alſo the mil 

ro the wheate which it grinderth to 

owder , and the oven to the loaues 
which it burneth and ſcorcheth with 
fo violent heate; and yerare all theſe 
things brought to their perfe ion by 
the things which in ſhew ſo much an- 
noy them:gold by the file, hammer, & 

burning chaffe; wheate by the mill,8 

loaues by the oven; And ſoa true 

Chriſtian is purified and pertefted by 

the things that threat] him deſtrudti- 

on,namely by crofles and aftiiftions. 
9 Neither doe the miſerics of this 
hfe only mortifie our vices, burdlſo 
either breed, or atl:aſt encreale ma- 
ny excellent vertues in vs,as hath in 
7 ,7arhis PAart* already beene touched, And 

F chaprica.z #heifore 4 rne bleficd Apoſtle ioinerh 

14 #+Cecinth. both theſe benefits rogither , ſaying 

=o4Y 81.16, thargwhile ovr outward man periſhth, our 

anward man 1s renued thereby : meaning, 
that as afliftions do weaken and con» 
ſume our narurall life;ſo they ſtreng- 
chen & further our ſpirituall life, And 
© happy loſle that cauſerh ſuch gaine, 
© happy ſmart that cauſeth ſuch caſe, 

| yea 


miſery ani mortality. 
yea © happy death thar cauſerh ſuch 


a life. Thus we ever come out of afli- 
Ris berrer the we were before, Wher- 
of we haue a notable reſemblance, or 
rather a type and prefiguration in rhe 
children of [iraels bondage in Agypr 
recorded by * Ms in his holy hiſto- 
rie.God fore-rold that they ſhould be 
flaues in X2ypt for many yeares,and 
ſufer great affli&ion there : bur yer 
that inthe end they ſhould come our 
of it,and thar with advantage,namely 
with gold, filver, tewels, and far grea- 
ter ſubſtance than they had whe they 
went thither , as? the event indeede 
manifeſtlyſhewed. Even ſo it fareth 
with all true Chriſtians;they muſt go 
into Zgyprt, and endure bonaage 
rhere,thart is, they muſt {uffer manie 
troubles and miſerics in this life : bur 
they ſhall come our cf chem in berrer 
ca'e than they were before,Bur what? 
doe Gods children come our of rheir 
troubles and adverſities with more 
gold,andfilver, or with better appa- 
rell than they had before , as the 1fra- 
elites did our of Zgypr ? No ſurely: 
bur yer with far more precious things 
than golde, or filyer, or gorgeous at- 
tire, namely with more ons 
wi 
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with more wilſedome, with more pa- 
ticce,with more humility, with more 
zeale,with more contepr of this tran- 
fitory life, and more longing after the 
life ro come which is cternall , Now' 
what good!y treaſures are theſe, and 
howe farre more pretious than thoſe 
which the Ifraclites brought our of 
Agypr afrer their long bondage and 
x Tertull. de manifo1d grievances there?® Tertulliz 
SR ſaith ſtrangiy, Let the whole world periſh 
| fo that I may gaine patience . If hee helde 
thartone vertue of paricce worth the 
buying at ſo higha rare, cuc with the 
lofſe of the whole world : how much 
more ſhould we thinke ſo many other 
vertuecs together with it, worth rhe 
buying with ſome ſhort & tranfito- 
ry adverfities & croſfles of the world? 
10 Laſtofalatrue Chriſtii hath 
by the benefite of his holy profeſſion 
this notable comfort againſt rhe mi- 
ſeries of this preſent life,that making 
ſuch religious vſes thereof, as hath 
<Lnexs, ÞPccnc Faid,he is acquitted of eternal 
yerlf,2s, Milcries of the life'ro come. So ® A- 
brabam fro heauen tells the rich glut- 
ron in hel,Remember,ſairch he that thou 
receiued]t good things in this life and Laxa- 
rus exill; therefore now is be — 
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thou art tormented. And,ſaith > S,Paule, b1.Corinthe 
when we are indged of the Lord, wee are 11," C1 32+ 


correfted tothe ende we ſhould not be dam= 
ned with the wor!d. Thus , if God cor- 
re vs,the Divell ſhall haue nothing 
to doe with vs. And how happy would 
the ſonne thinke himſeife , that ha- 
uing deſcrucd to bee ſtrangled by the 
hangman,might ſcape by whipping, 

and the whipping too referrcd to his 
owne father?Thus the euills of paine 
or the afflitions of this lite to a true 
Chriſtian miniſter many comtorts 8 
yeceld them many benehrtes,ſo rhat we 
ſhould rather defire them, than be 0+ 
uermuch aſfr aid of them, or diſmaide 
with them , Therefore © S. Bernards 


medirarion is excellent touching this «c Bernard, 
point,that God /s never more angry then 19 Cantic, 
when hee is not angry , that is, when hee ©T45 


ſhewerth no takens of his diſpleature 
by correQing vs. For although this 
may ſeem ro be mercy and fauour,yer 
ſaith he,1 will none of this mercy;this mere 


# cy 5 worſe then all wrathor anger. To c6- 


clude, let vs make ſuch holy vſes of 
the miſeries which we endure in this 
lfe,as hath beene ſhewed ; and they 
ſhall ſeruc vs for an acquittance of al 
miſeries , and torments in the life to 


come, Chap. 8. 
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CHAP. 8. 


That the Chriſtian rel1gion only affordeth 
us true remedy again the ſecond kinde of e- 
vils, that is the evils which we doe , or our 


ſunnes. 


= HAT the greateſt evils in this 
worlde,are the evils which wee 
doe,thar 15,our finnes hath been * al- 
ready ſufhciently deciared : * as alſo 
that the beſt remedies chat natucall 
men, though never ſo wile x learned 
haue beene able to devi'e again. the 
ſame, are 0: no force , nay tha: they 
are rather poylons than dickoes 
Ler vs now 'ec w nar heipes and COme 
forts Divinity and crue religion will 
afford vs againſt the ſame. 

2 Andfirlt wee mult admic itror a 
ground thatneither our ſclues,nor a- 
ny other like ynto our ſelues , (thar 
is, meere men ) can remedy mis mat- 
ter;that is,deliver vs from finne, For 
both we and they are ſo ca privated & 
enthralled rhereynto , that wee can- 
not poſlibly free our ſelues from 
it, as hath becne * bcfore declared, 
wherevnto we may adde that rolden 

{peech 
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were grven tomans will to ftand &> not fal: tia & rbero 
yet not a power to viſt againe, if it did fall. 3rouno. 
Fer it isnot (9 eaſe for a man to come ont of 
a pits to fall into a pit. It is in vaine theE 
to ſecke helpe either from our ſelues 
or others like vnro our ſelues, in this 
caſe, namely againſt finne, 

Heere mans ſtate being both ſo 
miſerable,and alſo ſo remediles, God 
ſteps in to helpe him, when hee was 
not able to helpe himſelfe, and afrer 
an incomprehenfible manner fo tem- 
pered mercy and iuſtice one with the 
other,thar neither finne {ſhoulde bee 
ſimply pardoned, nor yer the finner 
be condemned, bur that both the of- 
fenſe ſhould be puniſhed, and yet rhe 
offendour abſolved . This may ſeeme 
ſtrange,and indecd is moſt ſtrange,& 
rheref-re Þ in the ſcriprures 1s called jp... 
a miſtery, yea a hidde miſtery,yea a miſtery verr,21 & 
h:dden from the beg;mnine of the world wn- Cv 11. ts 
till the fulneſſe of time, enar is, vntill the Y) 50» 
rime appointed by God in his infinit 
wiledome for the revelation thereof. 
This miſtery in f:we wordes is, that 
God {ent his only ſonne leſus Chriſt 
into the wor!de to take vpon him the 
nature of man in the wombe, and of 


bs 
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the ſubſtance of the virgin Mary, and 
and in this nature to preach al truth, 
and ro fulfill all righteouſneſle in his 
life, & afterwards to ſufter a moſt both 

s 0 and paineful death vps 

rhe croſle, that by his bloud he might 

waſh away mans fins, & {o reconcile 
to himſe)fe all choſe that by faith em-. 
braced him as their redeemer, & ap- 
plyed to rheſclues that moſt glorious 
and ſoyeraigne ſacrifice of his dearh 
and paſhon. The ſumme whereof, 
elob. y,v.16 © the Evangeliſt coprehends in theſe 
few but golden words; So God loved the 
world, that he gauc h1s only begotten ſorne, 
to the end that whoſoen:19r beleeneth 1m him, 
ſhould not periſh, but haue life everlaſting, 
For the better vnderſtanding wherof 
we muſt obſerue that the humane na- 
ture in Chriſt is nota diſtin and [e- 
verall perſon by it ſe!fe,as Peter,Jobn, 
and ſuch like: burſo vnited £2 the di- 
vine nature that did aſſume irt,as they 
both make bur one perſon,ſo rhar all 
thar is in it, istruc]y ſaid to be Gods, 

A and al that was done by it, to be done 

7 dAR.:0.9.29by God; his bloud was Gods bloud, 

| his death Gods death, &c: which ne- 

\ ceſlarily implyeth rhe perfc@ion of 

, A all his aftions , beceing che aKions of 


o 
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him that was God as well as man,and 

both God and man in one perſon.Se- 

condly we muſt note that all that hee 

did or ſuffered in his humane nature 

thus vnited to the divine,hee did and 

ſutfred for vs, that we might haue the 

benefite of it: he rooke our evils yp6 

him,our finnes and death due to our 

ſins;and imparted his good things to 
| vs, his innocency,obedience, holines 
| and righteouſnes, and finally his ſuf- 
| ferings partly in his life time , bur 
principallie at his death vpon the 
crofte,his humiliation is our exalta- 
tion his condemnation our abſolu- 
tion,his death our life. 

This courſe was moſt cffeQuali 

and avyaileable in this cate yea in the 
apprehenſion of man only of force & 
poſſibilitie ro remedy this branch of 
our miſerie, namely our finnes, and 
condemnation for finne. For firſt, 
* he that is to reconcile perſons that eChryſoft. 
are 2t variance & difference one with in priorep, 
the other,wuſt haue intereſt in both, 24 Timor 
elſe is he vnft to reconcile them,and homeſo , 
bring them friends : wherefore God 
and man being at variance, it was re- 
quiſite that hee which ſhould recon- 


cle them ſhould be both God & m3. 
Againg 
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Againe man hauing ſinned, iuſtice re- 
quired that man ſhould be puniſhed, 
& having ſinned vnro death ſhould be 
puniſhed with death:burt now a meere 
mis death could nor ſauc the matter, 
for as formerly hath been ſhewed,the 
death of one finner cannor pay the 
debt of dearth for anorher , every ſ{in- 
ner'owing a death for himſelfe. And 
beſides, he that was to deliuer others 
from the danger and penalry ofdearh 
was notonly to ſufter death , bur alſo 
to vanquiſh & overcoe death, whicha 
meere mi could neucr haue don.God 
could not dy,& mi could not recover 
himſelfe,when he ſhould dic : where- 
forc the Mediatour was to be man to 
ſuffer death , and God to vanquiſh 
death'. Thus as * a Divine 'of mid- 


Deus hom® de times { m_ ſfaith,Sithſuch a ſatiſ- 


fation was requiſite as none but God could 
make. none but man was bound to make: 
be that was to make it, was to bee both God 
and man. Thus our Chriſtian religion 
only direQs vs to the meanes where- 


£Vatgr.ni2 in there is poſtibility of ſaving vs fro 


our fins,and hence it 1s, 8 that Chriſt 
had the name of leſus, that is, of a Sa- 
viouras he that only could and would 
do this ſo great a worke, 

5 And 


gp + _— ww” RNX9Þ9ÞÞQF 


| miſery & mortality, 77 


5 And thathe as well would do it, 
as could do it,yea therefore only was 
incarnated and ſuffered death that he Mt 
might do it, is moſt evident. ® Chriſt IF 
w.ts made that which manwas,, that man "och ag 
might be madethat which Chriſt was, And, : 
as | Bernard ſaith,whby was the (on of God (Bernard, * 
made the ſonne of man,but that the ſonnes of 1a vigilia 
men might be made the ſonnes of God?Sure oy = 7s Do" 
ly k this cannot but yeeld man bolanes with , [egors 
God, that God bimſelfe is become man. h,owil, 34- 
I There is no cauſe nowe why man in Eu-ngeb 
ſhould doubr of living for ever , fith {Auguitin 
God hathdied for him". For ſhall nor Plal,r4hs 


he line for ever, for whom hee died 

thar liues for ever ? Verily it is no- 

thing {o ſtraunge that mortall man 

ſhould liue,as rhar the immortal God 

ſhould dic, ſpecially fince this death 

of the ſon of God was vmuuſt & with- 

out cauſe in reſpeR of hiraſe!fe , and 

therefore muſt needs be available for 

ſomeorthers,/as " S, Auguſtin exceller- 3 Augetos 
hs , S'4 tempicrmn. 

ly ſaies,Death could not be conquered but 101, 

by death,therefore Chriſt ſuffered death that 

an vniuſt death might ouercome wiſt death, 

and that he might deliuer the guilty inltly, * Av ult, 

by dying, for them vniuſily. And thus ® by Domini fon 

takmg vpon him our puniſhment , without cand.Lucize 


taking vpon bim our fault ; be bath diſchay- & de temps 
ged (ermpl41le 
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ged vs both of the puniſhment,and the fault, 

Bernard. And that by good right, ® ſith although 

wt ge 5 becauſe he wxsman be could dic, yet becauſe 

PIG he w.rs iſt, he ought 10: to haue died,&s be 

that bad no cau{e to die for himſelfe, in rea- 

ſon and equity ſhould not die for others wn- 

profitably. Neither ſurely did he , but 

rogreateſt purpole,namely , that the 

ſonne of God dying for the ſonnes 

of men, the ſonnes of men might bee 

made the ſonnes of God, as we heard 

before outof S.Bcrnard,yea thar of bad 

ſeruants men might bee made good ſonnes, 

Koufhin 25 * SAugitine ſpeakerh : and this 

—_— glorious myſtery of our Sauiours in- 

Anſln. carnation and paſſhon muſt needes 

cap.5. ep. bring ſorth glorious effcQs , 4 this 

ad bphel. Pr .mnge and wnſpeakable loue of God that 

his only ſonne ſhould die forvs, that a Lord 

ſhld die for ſeruants,the creatour for the 

c reature,God for man , this ſtrange loue 

I ſay,muſt necdes bee of ſtrange ope- 

ration, aSit is © euen to make of ſinner; 

7 NR iuſt men,of ſlaues brethre,of captives fellow 
| 15-8 beires,and of baniſht perſons kings. 

6s Why thEſhould our finnes diſ- 

may vs,if we be vnfainedly ſorry for 

them,and by faith haue recourſe yn- 

ro Chriſt chathath borne rhe puniſh- 

mentofthem? O ler vs thinke ypon 


this ! 


| are not imputed ro vs,t 
$ hurtys, The princely Prophet Dauid 


' $1ilory and mortality. 79. 
wen mend; 72, 


this comfortable exchige,ſthat Chriſt ; yg 
made our faults bis faults , that bee might gamnar. 2, 
make his righteouſneſſe our righteouſneſſe, 

t 0 (weete exchanze , 0 unſearchable 5kill, rtf ,Mard 


| d Din 
| that the unrighteouſnes of many ſhould bee *Y** 
hidden in one that 1s righteous,and the righs- ag)c mm 


reouſneſſe of one ſhould cauſe many that are 
vnrighteous to be accounted righteous. Al- 
chough we bees 107, nor cannot bee 
without finne, yet as _ as our fins 

ey cannot 


as 4 S, Auguſtine well obſcrues , ſaies » Auguſt, þ 
nor they are happy that baue no ſine , bur hrmks = 
whoſe ſinnes are'couered.Surely if God baxe $ 
courred our ſinnes , he will not ſee them;if 
he will not ſee them,he wil not examine the; 
if he will not examine them, he will not pu- 
nh them.* According to the groundes of 
our Chriſtian faith , they are accounted for 
_ 10 /mners , to whome therr ſinnes are not ,14em de 
mmputed,and y not to be held guilty of ſmme nuptiis & | 
3s not to baue ſame,or , to bee without ſinne. <2®cupiley 
Do we fail in our obedicce to the law __—_ | 
of God & many times break his c6mI oe. libay 
demets ?Why * all the commadements are cap.19, 

the held to be kept,whi all is pardoned that «Bernard.in 
not kept 3 Ir is th&a ſufficient righte- Canticierap 


. | .& in Are 
ouſnefle to haue our vnrighteouſnes Linph Mg 


forgiuen,and to haue him only fauo- ig lexmely 
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rable ro vs whome only wee haue of. |* 


tended. Truc its that that which is | 
done cannot bur be done,and yer nor | 
being impured,it is al onc,as if it had | 
not beene donne, 

7 This plea mtiſt needs confoiid 


; 
the Deuil,and put him to filence. For 


" Jneenard d if Adams finne coiild make vs guil 


ſhall nor Chriſts righreouſnes ny 
more make vs innocent ? Shall there | 
be more yerrue in the ſeed of rhe firſt |* 
Adam,then in the bloud of the ſecod |? 
Adam +Doubrleſle the greateſt force * 
and efficacy is cuer in the greater & | 
ſtronger agent,and therefore Chriſt |: 
is far more able to ſaue then Adam to |? 
condemne, and why ſhould not wee |? 
haue righrteouſnes from another , as |? 
well as wee had guiltinefſe from ano- |? 
ther? ſpecially fith © Chriſt was made |? 
rightcouſnefle vnto vs by God the P 
father , and ſhall nor that righreou!* |? 
nefſe be ours which was made ouer to }* 
vs,and made ouer by God himſelfe? 2 
Carnall generation from Adam ſhall * 
neucr be of ſuch force to damne vs ,as 
ſpiricuall regeneration in Chriſt ro 
ſaue ys. And if Sathan ſay vnto vs 
that 2 bad farther ſoulde vs, wee may * 


preſently anſwere that a good bro- * 
| ther | 
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| ther hath ranſomed vs, F - 

| 8 Finally , what could Wee W1 a 
* more? 4 being miſerable c——_— pa 
and notable to free our {clues from . 
the bondage of finance and Satan, God pan. 
the father {ates vnto cuerie one of vs, 

* rake my ſonne and giue him for thee, 

and the ſonne himſelte {aith, takeme,, 1." :. 
3? &redeemethy ielfe with me . * What medizare 
* ſweercrenrtreatie can there bee, then ; 
ro intreate the farther in the ſonnes 
name,yea for his onely begorten and 

moſt dearely beloued {onnes {2ke By 

this kinde of mediatto many caprimue 
haue been ſer free, many maletaCtors 
haue obtained their pardon , man 
> thateveryhoure looked for the ſtroa 
* of death hauc had their lues giuen 
= them. O happy and thrice happy are 
2 they rhar are allowed this fauorable 
2 and gratious accefle ynto rhe father 
2 in the name of his ſonne , &ci plead 
2 thus, 0 Lord remember what a —_ [onne 
' 3 hath ſuffered,and forget what a bad ſeruant 
* bath done, | 
2 - 9 There remaineth yer another 
2 fingular conſolation againſt ſo greapx 
3 ancuill,cowirfinne,, and that is,thar 
3 Godin his infinite wiſedome turnerth 
2 our very finnes them(ſclues to our be» 
E 3 nefr 
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nefit and adyanrtage , ſo farre off is ir 
fRom, f. that they ſhall condemne vs. f The 
verl-25. Apoſtle ſaith thar all things worke togi- 
nomnds F9t! for the good of thoſe that loue God, 
Em defa « 5 which is ſo true, that euE the things 
lac,przien* Which properly are not thinges bur 
ris vitz. & the corruptions of things , as gricfe, 
-———— iicknefle,death, and finally ' To 
4%" - ſelfe doe ſo. The later may {ecme 
ſtrange,aad yet it 15 true,namely that 

euen tinne worketh for the good of 

the faithfull, yea finne 1s ack a me- 

decine for finne, We know how foule 

a ſfinne pride is , and howdcep]y ir is 

rootcd in our corrupt nature, or ra- 

SLRetcDieÞ ther incorporared into it , ® wee had 
 — = rather be withour golde it {elfc rhen 
epilt 143, Withourpride and _—_— 1To 
doe greare workes and haue humble 

thoughts is far a harder matter then 
much faſting , long watching , and 0- 
ther the like corporalaffiitions. Nay 
ro doe any good worke be it ncuer {o 


_— -b, > 
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rue that is found bur in few , and yer 
ro be proud of wel doing,is little ber- 
& Auzuſt.de rer then ill doing. And *ſome have 
of rempors yenturcd to aftirme that an humble 
| ; (85M. 459 fnner is better the onethar is proud 


for doing good,and that God is more 


, 4 
\* \ 
0 "*4 2 - "mes ; ; L 
” > 


meare and not to glory in it,is a ver- > 


plea- | 


tay 


ſh11d be.humilitie,* even as the Orator » Cic fe oJ 


miſery & mortality. $3 
pleaſed with humilicic inill doing, 
then with pride in wel going. lealt , - coor; * 
this we may be bold ro ſay !rhar pride 1yoral.libag 
warrcs the luſter & grace of our belt cap*11 
ations and makes them meerely vn- & 33+ 
profitable vnto vs, and they that o- 

vercome their vices,by being prowde 

of it,arc oucrcoc by 2 hu which they 

had oucrcome, & foiled by rheir own 

vigoric. We ſce then of what nece[- 

firy humilitie is , wirhour which all 

vertues are.no yerrues,'and how abo= 

minable pride 1s,that in a maner rur- 

neth all verruts intro vices, Whence 

m S. Auguſtin profefierh, that if he were ©* C 
dem:nded vat were the firſt point of Chri- * Aug uftla 
ſtianitie,he would anſwere humiluty,if what ©* ak 56s 

w2 re the (econd,bee would likewiſe ſay bu- 
ml:tienfwoat the third, bis anſwere alſo 


being asked what was the firſt, ſecond 72t.UÞs ze 
and chird point of eloquence,anſwee 
red itill , vtterance, Now rhere is no« 
thing (o effec Tuall ro kill rhar mon=- 
ſter of pride , and ro breed this excel- 
lent vertue of humiliric , as finne ir 
lelfe,when God gives vs grace tobee 
humbled with the conſiderari6 there- 


of, 9 We may then be bold to ſay that S _— * 
t 1s profitable cuen for good men tO 1jþ,jr, c. 146 
f 
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8% HMunition 4 gainſt mans 
fal inroſome manifeſt finne that they 
mighrbediſpleaſed with rhemſclues, 
who fell by pleafing themſelues. In a 
word the finne of pride cannor be cu- 

'red burby other finnes which makes 

_ vs aſhamed of our {cluesjP yea and e- 

verl,43.& uento Joath our ſelues , and to bluſh 

g6.,vcrf,z1e to our ſelues, when ſomerimies others 
commend and extoll vs , thar are not 
priuie ro our faults. So by rhis means 


| weare preſerucdborh from flattering 
| ER EWY #Þ 4 OOEF SOR +00. 4k whe Tina ge Pp 


WAL LSIUCS ALL GU I1LUM 4 PLAUULLY 
to others when they flatter vs, yea fr6 
taking pleaſure intheir iſt praiſes, 
g Heron ep 1 which is exceedingly dangerous, & 
$>Augult, yer almoſt impoſſible to be auoided, 
a fn by this meanes, And as our 
finnes and ſlippes keepe vs in humi- 

litic,ſo doe they allo reach vs feare, 

care, and circumſpeRtion , thar afrer- 

wardes we wil! nor {o cafily be ouer- 

raxen againe,ſo that we May We Co- 

_ clude witn t S.Bernard,Doe not his ſones 
,marg.g turne to his good, that riſeth from b1s ſonnes 
more humble, more fearefull , more carefull 

and warie then he was before ? Do:btleſſe 

ba very fall is happy that is taken vp by bu- 

militie. This is the vnſearchable wiſe- 

dome and ineſtimable goodnefle of 


God to cure finne by finne, andco 
rurne 


ITEM MN + 21 > "PB 
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rurne poiſon itſclfe into a medicine, 


| CHAP. 9. | 
| Confolations agamſt certame circumfians 
| ces of ſinne, namely long continuance there- 
in,hefore our converſion; and relapſe mtoit 
after our converſion. | 
I hus we haue heard what reme- 
dies Chriſtian religion affor- 
deth againſt fin, in reſpe& of rhe ſub- 
ſtance thereof. Bur now there are cer- 
raine circumſtances of fin which doe 
{ nora little aggravate the ſame , and 


4. -anſcience many times 
WHMeETWICNIO LHIL wo oc c 


* is muchrerrified . Which are princt- 
| pally rwo,late repentance for f1n,and 
relapſ: into fin after repentance. 
2 Touching the former, to weete 
late repenrice,there is no cauſe, why 
we ſhould be dilmaide therewith, For 
firſt we are ro conhider,that although 
2 weliuean hundred yeeres, yea man 
3 hundred yeares,ifircould be, which 
[3 without extraordinary priviledge ne» 
|} verto bee hoped for, cannor poſhbly 
be: yer the diſtance of time betweene 
the day of our birth & the daie of our 
death 1s nothing vnto God, ® For as Pſal 
tie Propherſaics, & the Apoſile fr6 gp 
hum repeartes it, a thouſande yeares with x Per,z.v,b. 
E 4 the 
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$ Mat.20, 
Yel. 24K Gs 


the Lord are but as one day. Howſoever 
thenrto vs things are ſaid to be done 
early or late : yet in reſpe& of God 
nothing is ſooner or later, notime is 
long or ſhorte, nay no rime is cither 
paſt or to come, bural rime is preſent 
ynto him. Let our care be thar our re- 
penrance be vntaigned, & it ſhall ne- 
yer be too late. Againe for our farther 
comfort herein,ler vs obſerue, Þ thar 
moſt divine parable of our Saviour 


Chriſt rouching the laborours hyred |: 


q by an owner of a vineyarde to worke 


therein, ſome of then earely n tis 
morning,fome at the third howre of 
by the day,ſome ar the ninth,ſome arthe 


F eleventh, & yerwhe they came to re- | 
| eciuc their wages, they that were ta- 
ken vp laſt had as much as they that | 

were intertained firſt: which infinuars |: 

that ſo wee be brought to ſerue God |: 


| io. * truly & faithfully, our late coming to 
his ſervice, ſhal no way preiudice our 


; vs. © The very hethe could ſay,that no 
« pp n ma w.s too old to learne thoſe things which 
Pb " concerned the bealth of the minde : much 


more ſhould we reſolue rhatno miiis 


things 


way 
, 4 _ . 
** TS - —— n hy k 
Y . 
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cofort,bur thatwe ſhalbee as wel ac- © 
cepred, as they that begi long before * 


too olde to learne &.practiic thoſe | 


ras.. 
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things which pertaine to his erernall _ 
happines,&welfare.*Chriſt raiſed La- #1ob.rx 
24734 out of his grauc,evealrer he had Yeil,3.50 
Jaine ſo long there thathe ſtuncke : & 
therefore can raiſe vs out of the graue 
of fin, although we haue laine ſo long 
therein, that we {ceme paſt recoverie, 
as the ſiſters of Lazarus imagined of 
their brother. Let vs therefore aflure 
our ſclues 9 chat while we bee yet in * Cyprian, 
{ rhis world,our repentance can never np—— 
| : eraian 
| |& be too lare, but that there 18 a paſlage _ 
from our mortal ſtroake ro immorta= 
lity.fAnd that we ſhould not delpaire fHjeron,ep 
in this regard, God hath lefi vs a no» 7, 
table example $ in holy ſcripture, £ £2423. Fs 
where we read that the penittt theefe #2414343 
| fond preſent pallage from the gibber 
to heaven, Nay where God vouchſa= 
feth the grace to repent truely, there 
may be a bench in repenting lately, 
yea a double bencht, namely ferven- 
® cie andconſtancie in the worſhip and 
7 ſervice of God. Fervency,becaule ha» 
ving loſt ſo much time we ſhoulde la- 
bour to fetch it vp and recover itby 
diligence and induſtrie,& rthinke wee 
can never ſerue God enough, becauſe. 
it was ſo long before we begato ferue 


I him, whom wee ſhould haue ſexycdes 
; » ; | E5 YE 
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' Benecs V+ PAndhercin we are to imitate ug 
q Natur.queſt *f2vailers , which by reaſon of ſome | 
| lib.y.in-prg. impediments and lets haue ſtaide be- 

_ a, hinde their fellows: the later they ſer | * 
out, the faſter they trayaile, and by |} 
haſte & ſpecde make ame2nds for their || 
flownes and flacknes. So late con- | 
verſion ſhoulde nor diſcourage vs fro | 
ſerving of God: bur encourage vs to | 
ſerue him more fervently, The ſecod | 
advantage that may bee made of late 
repentance is conſtancy, And inde2d 
this benefte doth ordinarily followe 

ir, Many ſeceme to repent for tin be- 
' fore they know whar fin is, or at leaſt 
ef:Qually apprchende the daunger 
thereof,and rherefore commonly are 


- —o—_— b 
—— 


"AIR $0 
"rs 
” I FP "I— a. AM. EET 


G_ 


ua—_— 
{a - 


VP v4 4h / Bacdngnc watt ner tos I AER 


£*£ nb A —_ apt fig an 
ONS 


TIEe, 
- 4 


ſoone drawne into finne againe, &lo & 1 
drawne hs into ir, as they wil ne- 3 © 
yer afcer bee drawne our of it, there= |} #2 


fore never attaining to {ound repen«- | + 
tance, becauſe their repentance was |: 
roo younz,not repenting when they |F t/ 
ſhould, becaule they repented before i # 

they cruely could, But cotrarily chey i tr 

moſt loarh finne,chacſee rheir folly & |: 
fae7.y.4% madnes in ſerving it ſo long,i and rhe | 
; more & greater the woundes of a fin- q 
full ſoulc are,the more & greater will ? 
der lous bee co Chriſk her heannly | 
| | Pby: | 
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Phyſitian.In a word *as the very hea- k Seneca 
then hath well obſerved, The ſureſt paſ- ivid. 
ſage from vice to vertue 1s by the bridge of 
repentance;and we then moſt conſtant- 

ly cleaue to that which is good, when 

we haue beene ofceneſt,and deephett 

ſtunge by evill, Thus when God 

givech ſpirituall wiſdome to the n= 

ner, his late repentance ſhall rather 

be advitageous,cthan dinable to hum, 

3 Thetecond circumtance which 

maketh fin lo terrible 1a our appreheE 

hon,& indeed io dangerous 1n it ſelf, 

is relapſe inco the {ainc hnnes afcer 
repentance. How greatan evill this is, _, 
* hath already in part been declared. > 
Bur we may furtier conhider,that this 

is a ſtep & degree ta the fcarctul ſtate ; z Pea, 
of thoſe, af whom |S. Peter ipeakerh, verl.a. 
the (ame 1s happened unto them which is = 

fed to bee (poken in the true proverbe , The 

Aogoe 15 turned to his owne vomut agaime,on 

the ſow that was waſhed , to hey wallow'n 

m the mire. Wee ſhoulde with feare - 
rremoling thinke ypon that, ® which mw Mat 13, 
our Saviour Chriſt dejivereth in the Y-43%& 
Gaſpell, that wen the vncleane ſpirit is 
gone out of a man,if he returne & enter into 
bm 471ne,he bringeth ſeaven other pou 
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| ger poſeſſid in him tha he had before, fo that 
q the laſt ſtate of that mi is worſe tha the firſt, 
f 4 Buryerifrhrough fcailty we be 
3 overtaken eyen thus far alto as ro re- 
x lapſe into the ſame ofcnſes: yer muſt 
4 we not deſpaire by & by but there are 
{ge coforts,& remedies lefrys againſt 
this ſo daungerous a tempration. 

5 And firſt let vs confder,thart the 
worthieſt ſervants of God were not al 
rogither free fro this relapſe into rhe 

SOenef. 13. ſe}fe ſame finnes.* Abraham twice de- 

| vers.&C%Y iq gdifclaimed his own wife,there 
20.70: &c L 

y greatly engag ing & endangering 

4 her chaſtity ,8 after a ſorte becoming 

FP a bawde vnto her ; which proc ecded 

| from infidelity, for that he could not 

q reſt ypon Gods protetion,bur would 

= provide for his ſafety by deviſes and 

oMutth.26. fr; of his owne. And 2 Peter denicd 


.6.X% his Maſter Chriſt not once NOT TWICE 

| bur rhrice,& char every time in worſe 
x ſort than other,frſt by imple denial, 
Fl ſecondly by oath, thirdly by impre- 


pRomg.y. cation and curſing. Þ The Apoſtle 
| x5.&i9., Pau! whe he faics of himſelf, that winch 

1 done 1 allow not: for what 1 would that 
ll doe I not,but what I bate,that do l, ſpeaks 
'F nor of ſome one evill at, bur of rhe 


whole courle of his life, which argues * 


not : 
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not only his doing, bur his often do- 
ing of what he would nor, and offen- 
ding ſundry rimes in the ſame things, | 
Burt more manifeſt is that which hee 4 2, Corinth, | 
reſtifieth of himſelfe 4 in an other 22,ver.7-&6 
place, that hee was vexed with a pricke or 
ſting in the fleſh,even the meſſenger of Sata 
that buffeted him, as he ſpeakerh,e that 
be had prayed thrice to haue !t taken away, 
but could not prevail m that his ſuit ,buryer 
received ſuthcicrt coforr againſlal dan 
ger thereof.Here itis appar itthat the 
Apoſtle ofcCrimes off&ded in the ſame 
thing, although hee doe nor [pecifie 
what it was, & it were fond curiohrtic 
in vs to be inquiſitiuethat way, 
s Furthermore moſt comfortable 
| in this caſe is the doQrine of our Sa- 
| riour Chriſt, * where being asked ! Marth.1h, 
2 .  YCr.Bla2ts 
of Peter, how often he was to forgiue 
his brother that offended ayainſt 
him , whether vynril ſcaven rimes or 
; no, anſweareth him , that bee was to 
aoe it not ſeaven times, but (exruenty times 
ſeaven times.So \ in an orher place in- 
ftruQing hisdiſciples in general tou- 
ching the ſame point he ſ{airh , 1f thy 
brother ſnne againſt thee ſeaven times in 4 
day; ſeaven times a dry come apaine ut 


tothee,gs ſay iit repenteth mee; thou yn 


ſLuke,r91 
verl 4 
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forgiue him. Doubrtleflc he that enioy- 
neth vs to bee mercitull one to ano-« 
ther,alchough wee often commit rhe 
ſame offenſes one againſt an other, 
vponacknowledgement of the faults 
and ſorrow for the ſame: will be mer- 
citull vnto vs vpon our repentance & 
ſubmiſſion, alchough we often offend 
him in the ſame manner. He will nor 
Py leffe mercic towards vs, than 

e requireth that we ſhoulde practiſe 
one towards another. Our mercic 1$ 
bur a ſparckle of nis infuſed into vs 
by his ſpictt : and ſhall a ſparke doe 
more than the whole fre, ſhall rhere 
bee more in the ſtreame then in the 
fountaine, more in the river than in 
the maine (ca? 

7 And here we are farther to note 
thar the true narure of our iuſtihcari- 
on conſiſts notonly ina general par- 
d5 of fins paſt ,bur in a particular ap- 
plication of the pardon of tin =” n- 
red ys in Chriſt ro our particular of- 
fences comitted in the whole courſe 
of our life,and rhar there is place nor 
only for our firſt repentance , but for 
Fi dayly repentance according to our 
' eMar6rs; Þyly fins. And ſurely t Chriſt would 

ny got hauc commaunded ys to propion 
| Gaye 


, 
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diyly forgiuznes of fins, if he woulde 
nocdayly forgiue them,nor ofcen 1n- 
vite vs t3 repentance,if he would nor 
pardon vs vpon our repentance, and 
as 4 Tertul:47 pirhily (ates, G 3d wor/de Ee 

not threaten him that doth not repent: if be : ie 6: _ 
w14/d2 not pardon him that doth repent. cap 8, 
This is the ſtate of a Chriſtians life 

* that notwithſtanding their finnes, x Avguſt de 
racy continue righteous chrough che Temp. term. 
diyly forgiuenes offi nne,and retaine pode, 
their rightcoulnes bybewayling their apc 
varightcouſnes,ſo it bee vynder faith | 
in Carift.y S. A :2zu2ine 1s bold ro faic, yAugaſtin, 
that Chrift 5 then luns to cuery man,ww'en quit, taza 
he oeleeveth that he w.1s [I1:n. Thus faith [a 4-4. 
for often woundes hath ofcen ſalues, T****35* 
or rather on2 & the ſclfe ſame (alue, 

waich being often applycd, is ſufici- 

eat to cure our often wounds. Wher- 

fore let vs notbe aſhamed to bee be- 

holden to this remedie.z Let vs bea- , neue, 
ſhamed that wee ran away, but nota- ep. 
ſh1med to rerturne into the helde a- 
gaine, and fight againe afcer flying a. 

way . *Letitgricue vs to offend? a- «Tertvllian, 
giinz;bur at to repent againe: let it << Faits 
gricus vs t9 com? in danger againe PT: 

bur not to be d2livered againe. When 

We arc 10 443g4c keritgricus ys tofal 


keks 
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ficke againe; bur not to bee cured a- 

gaine. Indeed wee ſhoulde deſire and 

| BbCyprians ftriue nor to ſin; bur Þ as the firſt de- 
T EPoSSe gree of happineſle is nor c » fin; ſo rhe 

[ econd is to confeſle our fins, & to be 

forry for them, And true ſorrowe for 

finina manner maketh fin to bee no 

MW nence.hga fin,as notonly the Gearil] fairh © in 

+ the Poer,* Hee that 1s ſorry that bee bath 


memn.at.2 209 A : : 
* Que pe done evill is almoſt innocent:buralio % an 
nl gr ancient Chriſtian authour ſticls nor 
©] fepeac e8. 1 fay,* He ſhall rot be infacilty that is (0+ 
© Snnocens, _. , - oo Corlp X11 
Fo Total ad 772 Pe bath beene mm fait . W herefore to 
| Senator. A+ conclude this point, ler rhis be our 
+ poſta. reſolution, © that howe often ſo ever 
— , Nonet yehaucofended, yer there is place 
mecul a os ua 
quem pen for reconciliation , and that God not 
ret ante fu- only may be pacified by our jubmiſſis 
* iffe. and humiliation,bur thar hee is verie 
{4 egg willing and defirous it ſhould bee fo, 
inban- and that therefore f h.le as yet we are 
\  harcl. 59, 1 th:is world combatting with ſin, there 1s a 
' fuelib.2- »iſing after our fall:-neg,there is yet hope , as 


' Tomy yet aſalurzas yet time;for confeſſion, & par= 
don. 


CHAP. 10. 


Of the ercatneſſe of Gods mercy, wheve- 
with the greatneſſe of ſane baih no propor- 
giaw, 4 TIRED L, IF 


J-— — — —— 
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1 FF yet we defire to bee farther £5- 
forred and armed. cither againſt 
the ſubſtance offinne, or thoſe fore- 
ſaid circiiſtances rthereof,thartſo aug» 
ment the terrour of it, we mult laſtlie 
conſider the infinit grearnes of Gods 
mercy and goodnes, that needes muſt 
be of greater force to ſaue vs than our 
fins can be to condemne vs, Heare we 
are entring into a ſea that hath nei- 
ther bottome, nor ſhoare , For as all 
other of Gods artributs are inftnir,ſo 
< his mercy alſo; which that wemay 
the better know,iris to be noted. thar 
there are no quahlries in God, bur 
that all chatis in hm is his very ef- 
ſence. God then is not accidentallie 
mſt,wiſe.mercifull, and rhe like: bur 
eſſentially,char is,to ſpeake properly 
hee is not iwwſt, buriuſtice it {<!fe;nor 
wiſc,but wiicdome niclfe;not merci. 
ful, but mercy it ſelte, This ſhewes 
how great his mercy 1s, or rather it 
ſhewes it not, for whatcan ſhewe vs 
that which is incomprehenſible? Bur 
yer this in part inhnuaces the great- 
nes of Gods mercie, namely that it 2g 
as great 2s himſeite, and that no mar- 
vaile,fith it ishunſclfe, Bur firſt ler vs 
heare 
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heare what himſelfe teſtifieth of him- 
ſclfe that way that only is able perfe- 
fe&iy ro know himſ, it. 

«Pfa'.rry, 2 The Loja,® ſaith David, is merciful 
verl.8& and gratious,of long ſuffering, and plenteous 
[299 with goodnes,be chideth not for ever , nor 
keepeth his anger alwaies , bee dealeth not 

withws according to our ſmnes, nor rewar- 

aeth vs according to our miuyitties, but as 

bigh as the heavens are aboue theearth , ſo 

much doth his mercy goe beyonde them that 

feare him,as far as the Eaſt is from the weſt, 

ſo far doth be remoue our ſinnes from vs , as 

a father bath pitty on his children, fo hath 

theLord pitty on themthat feare piyg. Rrks 


knowet! wherent we ave made, bee wemem- 
breth that we are but daſ/. Here we baue 

nor only a profeſſion of rhe greatnes 

of Gods mercy in exprefie words, bur 

alſo a liuely reſemblance thereof by 

moſt proper compariſons, yea moſt 

forcible argumentes allo and rea{ons 

for proofe thereof, as God willing, 
FE'a#43 ſhall hereafter be obſerved. Þ Againe 
verl-I5* faith the Lord , Can the mother forget ber 
young childe,and not baue pitty of the ſon of 

ber wombe?but be it that a mother may for- 

get,yet will not Tforget thee ſaith the Loyd. 

eEfay «5s, And © intheſame Propher, roweere 
veil 7 3,9, Eſay,Let the wicked forſake his evill wates, 
& 
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& the ungodly his imaginations, & returne 
unto the Lorde,and hee will haue mercie on 
bim,and to our God, for be is full of compaſe 
fro:For my thoughts are not as your thoughts 
nor my Wes as your W.unes, but 2s high as 
the bexvens are aboue the earth.(o high are 
my wates aboue your wates,and my thoughts 
aboue your thoughts. And ſo 4 in Teremie, 
If a man be drvorced from his wife, &> ſhre 
departme from him ſhall bee marryed to aa 
other, Jos 1/1 he take ber ag aine, ” {d not the 
I-17 52 dofiled thereby? Bit thou hit pl:de 


wg wit! pO 6p vet Wa yertr true 
ord . Aa in © Exzechie 
to me, ſaith the Lord - And in” Rarcniet 


hee even Mournetii .v.nnm.. ..- 
obſtinacic of :is people, that woulde 
notreturne ynto him and liue.. 4m 1 
del:ghted with the death of a ſanner , ſaith 
the Lad, aad not rather with this that bee 
1d returne from hs waies and live? Winy 
will yee die 6 houſe of Iſracll[?Our of theſe 
Scriprures & the like wee may gather 
many conſolations wherby to be per- 
ſwad-d of rhe forgiuenes of our hns, 
And firſt let vs c6hider that Gods loye 
infinitely exceedeth any loue rhar is 
ro be found in the creatures, becing 
as farre aboue mn as the heavens arc on 
boue the earth,or the vtmoſt ends of 
the worlde are diſtant one from an a- 


ther. 
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4 Terem.z, 
veil 1. 


eFzech,1t, 


”- verh,2323t, 


\ 
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ther. And yet wee {ce that the loue 
which is in the creatures is of greate 
force,and produceth very ſtrange ct- | 
fe&s; and ſpecially that loue where- 
with God here compareth his, name- 
I; chat of parents towards their chil- 
dren,who loue the,yea tenderly loue | 
them, even when they az vaworthy | 
of their loue,and gladly embrace any F 
| 


gre ſubmiſhon from them. f Even nature 
(cen. 3, 5* hathraught men to plead this, * that 


* Fropec. © father is ſatisfied with a little pn: ent 
cat» magno for a great offence. Nay we ſce that ta- 
paulum \np* thers canot but louec their ſtubborne 
þlicii!fat:s os chocnedteforrn fimnic th 
eſt Paris CaLLIGTEN, AATIETLE TO LUBE TRCIMN- 
ſelues,yea thar ſtand at open dehance 
g 2.Sam.r5, With them, whereof the Scripture af- 
rerſ.1.2.&c- fordeth ys a notable example. £ Ab/a- 
lon moſt vynnarurally rebelled againſt 
his (ather king Dav'd,, afcer thar hee 
had pardoned him for a cruell and 0- 
dious murther; and !ought ro depriue 
him boch of crowne and life , For in 
kings theſe both goe rogither , who 
leaue to bee men wizcn m_ le>uc to 


be kings, & can no longer hold their 


liues than rhey hold their ſoveraign- 
ty . Hee Ifay , vnnaturally rebel- 
led againſt fo kinde a father , and 
was vp in armes againſt him, And yet 

ec 
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ce howe his father was affeed to- 
wards him, Having raiſed an army to 
ſuppreſle him, * hee chargeth his rwo þ Chap.'rf, 
principall capraines that they ſhould Y-5. & 12s 
deale gently with Abſalon for his ſake. " 
i And when afcerwarde he had newes * _ * 3ty 
that he was ſlaine, he made moſt piri- * 5 
ful lamEraris for Lim,crying out; My 
ſon Abſalon, my ſon,my ſon Ab[a!on , would 
| Godl1 had dyed {or thee. woi:'s God 1 were 
| i thy ſteede,6 Aſalon myſonne, my ſonne. 
, | Thus natureforced him to Jouve even 
| F arcbellhous ſonne.Burmoſt memora- 
| bleisthatwhichhappencd in our age & Bo''in. de 
" Þ ar Chaftillionvpon Log in France, k A "<Pub-lib. 8 
, | fatherofferingro giue his ſon a blow A 
for ſome mi{demeanor,the ſonne ran 
; him through with his ſword. Here the 
miſerable farher —_ him- 
ſe!lfe worded ro death,never Icftcry= 
ing after his ſon as Jong as he coulde 
crie, that hee ſhould flie and ſhiftfor 
himſe!fe, leaſt-iwuſtice ſhoulde take 
hold on him. O admirable forceof 
fatherly loue, that the father ſhould 
render the ſonnes life thar depriued 
the father of life, Burt God dorh nog 
only copare his loue to a farhersJoue 
but alſo to a mothers loue , which 


| 
: © commonly is the more tender ofthe 
wo 
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rwo,that ſex being paſſonatrly indul- 
pent. And of what force a mothers 
oue is cuen towards wicked and yn - 
grarious children the ſame author in 
the ſame place ſpectheth by the exam 

le ofa woman of the {ame nati6,who 
having a ſonne that vied her moſt 
outragiouſly, reviled her, beatc her, 
threw herat his feet , and amongſt 
many other indignities commurted 
one again ner which I thinke vn- 
meecre to be mentioned inparticular; 
yer would neuer complaine to autho- 
rity of him, and when the magiſtrates 

of their owne accord tooke notice 
thereof,and holding the example in- 
rolerable,convented him before the, 

& gaue ſentence of death againſt him 
the morher came crying and howling 

in moſt pitifull ſorr , denying all the 
wrongs and outrages he had dane vn- 

ro her, Andno maruell that the pa- 
rents loue of their children 1s ſo ten- 
der,and vehement, hth wee ſee howe 
ſtrong and ſtrange the afteftion of 

very beaſtes is rowardes their yon 
op T5 ones. The lowe of thery yong ones , | faith 
O - 

wes de ve. Seneca, forceth wild beaſts to runne wppon 
n8tlib, 2, the bunters 1auelin or ſpeare ; ® and they 
viſually cicher recouer them or dic in 

at= 
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acrempting to recouer them. Nowe 
theſe ſtrong inſtins of loue inthe 
creatures are deriued from God ; and 
infuſed into them by him. I ſpeake of 
the ſubſtance and ſoundneſſe thereof. 
Foras for the irregulariric of it ſpe- 
cially in men, it proceedes not from 


_ ervarion , bur from corruption & de- 


prautation.. Bur Iſay, this toue, yea 
this ferucncyv of louc in the creatures 


comes from-diuine inſtin&. Now if 
* God hunſlelfe infuſe fo much loue in- 


tro his creatures, how great is the loue 


| thatis in himſelfe ? Doubtlcfle here 
| thatprinciple in Philoſophie muſt 
| needes be verified, that that which maks 
| enother thing to beſo or ſo, muſt needes bee 
| moreſoitſelfe. And therefore fith God 
{ makes the creatures ro loue. ſo ſtrog- 
| ly,doubtlefie he himſelfe doth loue 


moxe ſtrongly,as we herd before our 
of Efay thar the redreſt humane loue 
was inferiour to his, euen theloue of 
amorher towards her child, and that 
al:chough a morher might forget her 
childe,yerthee woulde not forget his 
people, And no mauell rhat his Joue 
isſo greate,he being loue irſelfe. For 


ſo we finde in Scripture , nor onely , j,zoþ4n | 


IoT 


thar God is loying , ® bur alſo that 16, 


God 


TD IS. 


s3,Sam.2, 
Y,27.&c, 


xDcut. 13, 


aerl'6, 7,7 
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God is loue, God ſaith nor tharthee is 


power,or wſtice,aIrhough hee mighr ' 


truely ſay ſo,burt when hee would de- 
fine him'elfe and re!] whathe is , hee 
makes choice ofthis attribure of loue 
and ſaith hee is loue , which notably 
argueth how greate and ſtrong his 
louets. 

3 Furthermore we ſee by the for- 
mer teſtimonies of Scripture, that 
his loue is tranſcendent, and aboue 
rule. He hath limited mans loue, & 
mercie , and there are many caſes 
wherein men may not ſhewe mercy, 


The huſband as we heard our of Iere- 


mie, might nor take his wife againe, 
rhar had plaid rhe whore, and depar- 
ting from him had coupled her {elfe 
ro another man, %Ehe the high Prieſt 
was ſeuerely puniſhed for being roo 
mercifull ro his prophane ſonnes. 
Saul & Ahab both loſt their kingdoms 


pr.cam 15 for ſhewing mercy rorheir priſoners 
g *- King*20 contrarie to Gods minde , 1 the for- 


mer to Az1e,4 the latter to Benhadab: 
yea © God made a generall law in ex- 
preſſe tearmes , that parents ſhould not 
pitty nor ſpare their owne natural children 
of they becamg 1dolaters, and worſhipped 
Grange Gods nor brother the brother , or 


; came/crvell ro themſelies; 
 downe Gods vegante vps Air own 
} heads, Thus'mans mercy is bounded, 


| denr,fo that hee can and doth ſhewe 
| mercy cuen in the cafes that mi&m 


| Jeaged our of (eremie; that alrhongh 


haue hear}; $Þc 


YRS 
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hW:ſband the wife, no not Þis tenderly belg- 


ned wiſh ; that their cie ſhld wot ſpare 


them, but their hands ſhould be »pon they 
ferſt,to [toane them to death, 1n rheſe,and 


manie other caſes mE might norſhew 
mercy :and if rhey notwithſtanding 
wouldbemercyful ro ortiers,they bes 


pulling 


but Gods is boundles , and efanſdoms 


cake 


not.” As appeares by that before: 


the huſband uight not rake _ 
his wifetharhad y gona whoreingfr6 
him : Yet God was ready' to reccaue 
hispeopl- although they had: one. 
mitred {p iricvallw redome , & thax 
with ap loucrs; thts ' hn@Uebled 


3 themſclires wirhmany ſ6tts 6f Idola- 
#rrie, Andby this ptiuiledge of vnli- 
S mired mercy God comforteth his 
Church wh, ple C in Eſihe ; as WEE Eſay. 13% 

Didi then for they in v 718. 


delitic,rhat reaforied this Fe have fo 
grieu ly Armed againſt the Loyd;that there 
us n0 returningunte him, by hope 
#bat? Saith God, will 10u meaſure my 


F mercy 


pardon. | 
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mercy by your mercy ? Why,there is as 
oddes betweene my HO and your _ F 
my thoughts,and your thoughts,thar is,be- | 
rweene my mercy and your conceipts | 
of my mercy: as there is diſtance betwent | 
beanen and earth. O comforte more 
worth the a thouſand worlds if there © 
wereſo many. The Lorde dath nor | 
fay , that his waics and thoughts of 
knowledge and wiſedome , - bur his | 
waies and thoughts of mercy, are as | 
far aboue ours , as the hcauens are a-\ 
boue th= earth, And why then ſhould; 
we doubr wherher a mercy of ſuchcx-| 
centeicher could nor,'or would not 
xgelicuc our miſcric ? 4 
Beſides this , let vs waigh how! 
the Lord invireth vs ro returne vato! 
him,ſpeaking thus in effec ro rhe ſin] 
full ſoule; 1 knowe thou haſt ſhame 
fully ſtraied from me ; I knowe thor 
haſt giuen mee roo too many occaſ- 
ons vtrerly to caſt thee off, and to 2c 
ceprofno ſubmiſſion : bur yer return 
A to-mec ,and thou ſhalt bee welcome 
+; - Thowhaſt moaſtrouſly.defiled & de 
formed thy ſelfe : yer waſh and purik: 
_—_— nay ſuffer me to waſh & pu 
rifie thee, * and if thy finnes were 3 


purple,they ſhall be made as whites 


F 
» 
+ 
; 
*4a 
A, 

bY. 

"$7: 


8a. 1.it. 


ſnow: 
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p 
tt : ſnowec and if they were as redde ay 

7 ſcarler,they ſhallbe as wooll.' Nether 
t- [7 doth God acfire only that we ſhould 
ts |& returne to him , but pirtierh our ob+ 
me [® Ntinacy when wee will not recurne,as 
re |® he ſaith in Ezekicll, O houſe of Ifrael,by 
re Þ willyeedie ? u And fo Chriſt in the 


xo 


uwluk.1g, 


ot '* Goſvell bemoanerh rhe incorrigible A 


of 7 perucrſnefle and. frowardnefle of the 
1s 3 Iewcs that would not imbrace 
a3 F} when it was offered vnto them.,, cuen 


a- 7 weeping for the fame,* and broakiggp Me. 3þ 


1d 7 outinro an atfefionare complainr, 
2x- [T ſaving, 0 Teruſalem, leraſalem , bowe often 
* would I baue gatnered thy children, cuen as 
Z «beneathereth her chuck uader ber wines, 
2 butyee would not ? Now hee that invie 
2 rcth vs ro rerurne vnto him, yea thar 
E lamenterh our folly and frowardnes, 
that we will nor rerurne; will he nor 


101 recciuc vs when wedoe returne? Yes 
21-8 doubrlefic. For ſure, 7 as an ancient 
2-]# Divine pirhily & comfortably ſairh, 


God would not threaten hum that repent 


de-[& repert. | | 
cikeſ# - 5 Moreouer let vs out of the:ſame 
pu- _ of Scriprure obſerue tharGod 
ea} doth notonly promiſe ro bee merci« 


full,bur alſo thewerh reaſons, why he 
F3 will 


eth y Tertdl'de 
not,except he would pardon bim that doth PEnty, 


«Elay.57, 
V.15,16, 
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deale extreamely with vs, wee muſt > 
'*needes be deſtroyed. bur he gracioul- ? 


conqueſt ro "my vs,nay rather re- | 
”- kons this ro be his 


f 
will be merciful,nay in a ſort he muſt | L 
be mercifull. Beſides that which hath 
beene ſpoken hereot incidentally & 
as irwere by the way, namely that his * 
mercy 15 nota quality in him burthis # 
very cſſence,and that there is no pro- * 
portion berwcene mans tendreſt mer * 
cy and his ; it is more ſpecially ro bee F. 
conbdered,thar he duly waigheth our 3 
caſc.andfraile Nate, namely that wee * 


cannotbur offend, & that if he ſhould © 


ly beareth with out frailtic, knowing | 
of whar brittle merrall wee arc made, : 
and promiſeth = thar although hce bee | 
moſt bigh,and inhabit eternitic , yet he will © 
wouchſafe to awell with the humble and (6« | 
eratestbat be will not alwates ſtrive, nor bee |: 
angry for ener becauſe if he ſhould euery ſpi- | 
ri ſh1ld bee _oucrwhelmed and the ſoules | 
which he had made. Thus hee counteth | 
vs no match for him,and thinks it no 


onour and gloric FF 
ro pardon and forgiue , and to ſauce | 


wherc he hathiuſt cauſe ro condema, | #tc 
Ina word,as a nian daſdaines to ſhew ur 
his ftrengrh ypon a childe : ſo God [FÞ! 
dudaincs to ſhew his ſtrength vppon 
ws man | 


. 
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man. Which ſpeeches and rhe like 
plainely reſtihe howe eaſily God wil 
® accepr of our ſubmiſſion , and whar 
5 * wrong wedoe notonly to ourſelues, 
5 Z butalſo ro him, when we umagine he 
d- # is ſo ſeucre andrigorous rhar be can- 
'T 27 notor will not pardon our finnes, 
*< 2 when wee confeflc them and are har- 
ur 3 rely ſorry for them , whereas he euen 
delighteth to doe it, and rakes plea- 

7 ſure init, *accordinz ro that inthe ePfalm.3n, 
Pſalmiſt, that a bruwſed ſprrit anda con wit, , 
trite heart are a [acrifice to God, Thus 


a - 


"2 — —— 


# God drawes arguments both from 
Ic, F our impecſeRion , and his owne per- 
bee & feRion, ro perſwade vs of his readi- 
pill F ne: to prcdon, and toler vsſec how 


caft.y 1t may be done, 

3 6 T» coclude looking back ro 

ſp Fra foundaion of his mercy, namely 

les rr: 1 acom pretenfible miſteric of the 

eth Yin :acotion ant paſlion of his ſonne 

$1: 13; Chit * before declared , wee *® Chap.l, 
4m) > a=2d2s ſee that his louc rowards: throughout 
Im3a'\ de 15 1n4nir, and becauſe ink- 
Fnire,rneretore greater then our grea- 

Srelſt finnes, » Chriſt bloud waſhed e= b Cyprian, 
ew [Fuen mthen thatſhedar, vpon their re- ſermon. de 
30d [Fpentance ; and whom then can it not P36 
pon Mwaih ? God would haue his owne and 
nas | F3 only 


mi. 


£ 
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only ſonne to dy,that mi mighr live, : 
and was conteEtthar his bloud ſhould 
be our ranſome.Doubrlefle the, ſaith 
& Auguſtine , bee that bought vs with ſo 
great a price , will not have vs caſt away, 7 
Lervs then haue refuge to this infinir * 
mercy of God,and our finnes will va- * 
'  Niſhawayas a bubble. Our ſomes,ſairh 7 
d Bafilin 4 paſgl,may both be meaſured & numbred; © 
< —_ but it 1s impoſſible that Gods goodnes ſhould © 
23. L be meaſured, or his mercies numbred, Let © 
eAnſ:Im.in ys then reſoluc,® thar, although our 7 
Meditat, offenſes hauc deſerued damnarion, & * 
our repentance be notſufficient for? 
fatisfaQion: yer Gods mercy is grea- 7 
rer then all tranſgreſſion , yea rhat as * 
far as God us ſuperiouy to Rn 5 Ov 
wickedneſſe inferiour to his goodneſſe. Wee 
Ins may then with * Bernard reaſon thus ; 
Lou a o. What ſhall miſerie overcome mercy; & ſhall * 
ſz. not mercy rather conquer miſerie ? Yes ſurt 
gChryſoſt, 8 our ſichneſſe hath meaſure ; but the meae- © 
Promo cine is without meaſure : and ſhal nor vn-'? 

Iimircd goodnefle prevaile againſt li- 

mired wickednefſc? or ſhal nor a ſalue * 

of infinic verrtue,cure a {oare of hnite # 

malignity? Gods mercy tis a huge,yea ! 

a boundlceſſe,and bortomleſle fea, and. 

our finnes compared rhereynto are , 

bur as 2 little ſparkle: now,ſairh Chry- 


ſoſiome 


F Avguſtin, 
lerm, 109, 


RS a” Ak AS cc a 4  £> 


* miſery & mortality. 
e, © /ofome, ſuppoſe thara line ſparkle 
1d 7 ſhould fallinco the maine ſea , could 
Hh © mabiderhere, would it- not inſtantly 
ſo © be extinguiſhed, and neuer appeare 
xy, 7 more? Doubcleſſe ſo greate a water 
ir * muſtneeds out of hand quench ſo 
a- 7 ſmall afire,yea aſparkle onely of fre, 
th © Away then wirh deſpaire, and let vs 


ro0g9 


4; © afſure our ſelues, Þ,asGregojie well . 
uld © ſfaith,that Acſparre for ſiane 15 warſe then Moral lib 31 
er} ſane ſelfe, © 

Dur ©: 

, & I CHAP, It, 

for + 


a. The Chriſt ans peculiar comforts azainfl 


= geath and t!: terrours thereof. 


4s be 
our 

Vee 1 TYEaihheeing the greateſt reme 

us; | 251574] prnifament for ane if 

ball 917) 0 2 {ome rant l ſhould haue 

ſure MW {50ken tierent © be ore, when]! hand * Chap. P. 


ede MY 1: the remedies againtt 11! rempora- (eR.2,& leq 
vn-"& 112 ovils which wee (ufcr in this life. 
\ 1j- Þ Nownhilidingl haue purpoſely,re- 
ue Ft ſerved rhe handling thereof vnro this 
wite & place; becauſc it may bee obieRed a» 
yea 3 gain our deliverance from finne by 
and & Chriſtdeclared in rhe Chapter next 
are F before going,thar for al thar the faith 
hry- 3 full dic as well as other men,and can» 
4F not 


eb9,10g 
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notpoſlibl; eſcape death,burt wuſt be 
and arc ſubie& to the vniverſall lawe 
of inevnable mortality , -Befides,the 
chicfe & ſoveraigne remedic againſt 
this evill namely death, is our dchve- 
rance from fin,& therefore I thought 
good to ſpeake of that before: that ſo 
I might be the briefer here, referring 
the reader to the former chapter for 
PRC and corenting my ſclfe 
cere with a generall repetition and 
application thereof, 
2 Firſt then as for dearh,we are to 
conſider, that it is chiefly finne thar 
makes irſo terrible vnto vs, and ther- 


J1.Corinth fore * the Apoſtle ſaith , rhart ſn is the 
zz.verſ56, ſtinge of death. Now, as wee haue ſecne 


atlarge * in ſome former chapters, 
we are {o delivered from fin 1nChriſty 
chatit cannot hurt ys, nay is conyer- 
red ro'our benckit and pront,& there» 
fore Death having her ſtrength from 
finne 1s not ro be feared. Sith finne 
which is her ſting, is overcome; whar 


need we feare the ſnake that hath loſt | 
her ſting? Surcly the ſnake that hath 


Joſt her ſting canonly hifle,and keepe | 


ge TR REPT wa np _ 
S C - we. th S': E: F " __ *. 4 
p SE, 1 TY 


a noife,burt cannot hurt : & therefore 


Ring will carry the ſnake ia their ve- 


we ſcethatmany having take out the * 


ry 


' 


C 
{ 
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ry boſomes wirhour any feare, Even 
ſo although we carry death in our bo- 
dies, yea in our boſomes and bow- 
els: yer finne which was her ſtingbe- 
ing pulicd out,ſhee can only hifle and 
ſtirre,ſhce may, and ordinarily doerth 
looke blacke and grimme, bur yet cI- 
not any way annoy vs. | 
3 Which will bee the more mani- 
f:ſt,it we weigh that Chriſt our head 
hath conquered and que!led this Gy- 
ant;{o that none thar bee his , neede 
ſtand in feare thereof, Death Þ ſaith $, - — | 
Pauls (willowed vp inviftory; &, © Chrift .* " 4 
w.:s dead hut now 4 lwveth, and that f, 4 —_ P | 
ver.,and bath the keyes of nell and death, as 
he hymſclfe teſtifierh of himſelfe. Now 
he rhat hath keyes of a place,hath the 
command of it; it is as much then as if 
ithad beene ſaid, he hath the comand 
of death, & power to diſpoſe of death 
at his pleaſure . Andwill Chriſt thar 
hath ſuch an enemy ar his mercy ler 
him annoy has deare friends, nay his 
ownemembers, and ſo in effe&t him» 


: * ſe]f:2No,no,he conquered death for 
: | VSNOT tor himle'fe, firh death had no 
3 m—_ to him.z by his vniuſtdearh 


then hce hath yanquiſhed our wfſt » Chave, & 
death,as we heard * before our of Arr $ea.s, 
Fs | 


F m2 Munition againſt mans + 
q - _ geſtin. 4 The death of Chriſt « the death of © 
Tewpli iere #47 death, ſith hee dyed that we might live, + 
mon,gg And bowcanit be,but that they ſhoulde line 
for m life it ſelfe dyed > Surely death 

y viurping vpo the innocent forfei- 
—— oy red her tight tro the guilty , & © While 

ſh:e devoured wrongfully, was ber ſelfe de- 
voured. 

4 Yea, in that Chriſt hath vanqui- 
ſhed death,we allo may be rrucly taid 
to haue vanquiſhed it, he becing our 
head,and we his members , for where : 
the head is a conquerour , the mem- ® 
F Tertul.-de bers cannor be capriues. * Let vs thea 

reſurrect. retorce, we baue already ſeyyed upon heave © 
carus C:51e 24, Chriſt,who bath carryed our fleſh thither ©: 
mn bs ow112 perſon," as an earneſt pennie and * 
pledge of the whole (uwnme that in time ſh1ill © 
be brought thither. We may then boldly 
ſay, there is ſomwhat of ours aboue alrea- | 
Ap;yea,rhe beſt part of vs,nam?ly our | 
head , andare the members farre from the 
bead ? t Yea,we may aflure our ſclues, |: 
that being members of ſuch a head, yea body 
fo it we are-in effet where our head s.For © 
faith Avguſtin this body cannot bee bebea- 
ded:but if the head triumph for ever, the © 
members nut needes triumph for ever alſo. 
And thar wee haue this benefite by 7 
Chriſts aſcenſion iato heaven baſe = 


- - 


Auguſtin, 
4a Plal. I 48 - 


þ Idem in 
Plal 833 


— 
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3 Bernard, 


ef | hand for vs,! Bernard excelicrly ſhew- ſcrm_de eg . 
e, *F eth; Bee tt, ſaith he,that only Chriſt # ex” quod legiv* | 
we # tredintobeauen:yet | trowe , whole Chriſt - ; 
1 bT 100,10 1CX 

h * muſt enter,and if whole Chriſt,then the body 00 EX 
i- = as wellas the head, yea every member of the jp, Hs. 

le 3 body. For this bead 15 not to bee found m the 

& 3 kingdome without hs memoers. Hence it 


* is thar the Scripture ſpeakes of the 
i- 3 faithfull as already raiſcd from the 
d 3 dead,&placcd in heaven with Chriſt, 


ar 7} yeaas ofrhem that ſhall not,nor cane» 

re * nordie,as k Hee that liveth &x beleeveth j 1, yy; 

n- * mm me. ſhall never die. And | againe, Vert verſ36. | 
*%® 3 lyverily,l ſay unto you , whoſoever heareth tloh,g.v.2g | 
ve * myword,and beleeveth m him that ſent me, 
er © batheteynall life, - and ſhall not come into 


nd 3 wdgemet, but hath paſjedfrom death to life, | 
ul 3 And, Hee ſaith ® S.Paul, hath raiſed vs mErhel, 8; | 
ily 3 wp togither, and bath placed us togither in verbs, 
ea- 3 beaven with Chriſt. He ſaith nort,he will 
ur 3 willraiſe vs yp,he wil place vs in hea- 
the ® ven with Chriſt:burt,hec hath ſo railed 


the can never bee 
Dory drowned 


hs ww 
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drowned, al:hough ir bee never fo 
much beaten androfſed with waues. 
And thus much for our friſt and prin+ 
cipall defenſe againſt death, the ſame 
whereof is this. thatir is not onelie a 
weakeneſſe , bur alſo a ſhame for the 
members to fear an enemy which rhe 
head hath alrcady mn gene” & ſub» 
ducd. 

5 There are alſo dinaile oth 
Chriſtian comfortes againſt dearth; 
which I wil briefly rouch. And firſt, a3 


EChapty- we heard * before, thar all other evils 
— eq! of paine arero a Chriſtian chaunged 


mrto an other narure, and of punith- 
ments become favours and benehrs? 
ſo is it alſo in this of dearth, Fornowe 
it is not a toke of Gods anger for in, 
bur an argument of his louc and mer- 
cy; iris not properly death, bura 
bridge by which wee paiſe to a better 
life,from corruption ro incorruprisy 
from mortality ro immortalicy, from 
earth to heaven, thar is in a word, fr6 
vanity and miſery ,to ioy andfelicity. 

And who woulde not willingly paſle 
over this bridge whereby hee pafleth 
from all cares and forrowes, and paſ« 
ſeth ro all delights and pleaſure; lea- 


vech all miſcrics behinde him,& w_ 


-Þ 
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al contentation and bappines before 

him ? 
| 6 The Gentils taking ir for graun« 

red thar after death cirher we thoulde 
be happy,ornot be at:ll,and 1o con- 
cluding thatar leaſt d-ath would free 
vs fromalleviil and milery,therevps- 
on made litle reckoning of death,nay 
manie timcs voluntarilie procured 
their owne death,and imbraced it as 4 : 
richrreaſure, as wee haue * already wy 
heard. But howe fowly they were mi- " xo 
ſtaken herein, hath withal beenefuf- $c& 
hciently declared. Iris the Chriſtian 
only that entoyerh this benehrte by 
dcath,nomely the cxcmprion from al 
cares and troubles, and an ende of all 
forrowes. Wherefore the death of the 
godly is called ® in Scriprure by the » Eſai. 59, 
names of bedde,of reſt,ſlcepe, peace, verl.3. _ 
and ſuch like,becing al. names ofbe- P we ” 
nefite and commodity. How fweete is ,\.c, why 
peace to them that haue beenevexed Reriq% 
with warres and broiles;how pleaſant 23, 
15 the bedde,reft, &.{lcepero the wea- 
ry and thoſe that are over warched? 
The labourer 1s glad when his dayes 
work 15 doney The traveller re1oicerh 
when hee is come to his waies ende; 
The marrjaer and pallcnger cy 
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themſelues happy whe they arriuc in 
the harbour; and all men ſhun paine 
and defire caſe, abhorre daunger and 
loue ſecurity. It were madnes the for 
a Chriſtian to feare (o advantageous 
a dearh;and to with for contiguance 
of ſo wretchedalif2, I conclude this 
point with that elegant ſaying 9 of 
Tertullian; That 1 not tohee feared wock 
ſets vs free fro all that is to be feared. And 
indeed whar weakneſle & folly is it to 
fear 4[uperſedeas againſt all rhe rhings 
which heare we doe feare? 

7 Butthe rruc Chriſtian hath yer 
a farre greater bench by dearh. For it 
doth not only put an end to rhe evils 
of paine,bur allo to rhe evils of fault 
not only to the puniſhments for fn, 
bur ro Ganne it ſelfe, Now we haue of- 
ren hearde before, that the evils cf 
fault are farre worſe than the evils of 
> OAT the leaſt finne is more 
to be abhord and ſhund, thi the grea- 
reſt puniſhment for finne. Howe wel- 
come then ſhould death bee vnto vs, 
thar enderh not only our ſorrowes, 
bur alſo our finnes? As long as wee 
liuc here, and beare abour vs theſe 
earthly tabernacles, wee dayly _— 
ply our rebellings againſt God, a 

ſuſtaine 
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ſuſtaine a fierce con]iRt,and continu- 
| al combar in our veryboſomes, while 
| P the fleſh 432th 12441 t the (pirit, and the þ Salat.S. - 
r fp:rit aza'n't th: fl:ſh, and 4 the law nt our a2 mh | 
$ mbers r29eleth agun't the law? of our ye ag, 
e 
$ 


#4 _ yd 4. 4* 
nt. EF, - 


mnde,as S$. P14: ſpeakerh, andlead:th 
vs captiuees to the law of fir wh110h 1s 12 Our 


f Þ© m:miers. O bondage of all bondages, enectep, | 
bþ Þ cobeinbondage varo fin, * The Gen- 37 & 39) | 
d Þ rillthat apprehended vice only as a | 
o | morallevill,could ſay, that men beeing [ 


1n bondaze to their luſts wore more cruell:e 
b:ndled by them,than any ſlues voce by the 
mot cruell muſters. Howe much more 
ſhould we tharfeele fin as a {pirituall 
evill, and groane vnder the burden 
rhereof,account the bondage thereof 
incollerable,and worle than ſubicai- | 
onto the moſt barbarous Tyranrin | 
the world-And how welcome ſhoulde 
he be that woulde ſer vs free from rhe 
ſame? Now it is dearh and only dearh 
that can doe this for vs, and indeede 
doth it for vs. Whar grcat caule then 
haue wee with all willingnefſe to ime» 
brace it? £ Zeno the founder of the | nj genes 
Stoicall ſeXthe!lde it lawfull for them 1 aertivs viee 
that had loathſome diſeaſes , which Philolophes || 
were incurable ro kill rhemſclues , #>7: 
that (0 they might be rid of themzand 
©.” 56088: 
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eCorncl, . CIDD 
Moone in tPomponires Attic;is,and others put it in 


via Titi practiſe, If :chey counted ita benefite 

Pompone " to be d:livered from a loathſome diſ- 

gy ceaſe ot che body by an vnlawfull and 

ecallo the ©, : 

like of Tuls Wicked death:we hane reaſon to think 

livs Marcel» ita benefte,yeaa ftngular benehite to 

linus w Sc beridde of 'a loathiome & incurable 

mea EP 97% diſeaſe of the ſoule,namely finne, by 

alawfu} dearh, which it pleaſerh God 
tſcndvnro vs. 

8 Burdeath dorh more for vs than 

aiirhis. Forirt doch notonly free-vs 

from 4'] evils,and from that evil of e- 

viis,finne;burpurs vs into attual poſ- 

ſeflion of al! good rhings, yea of fuch 

nod rhinges as our cites hauc not 

We cares haue nor heard, net- 

ther are our harcs able re concerue; & 

brings vs to thar place,where if there 

were place for any paſſion, we ſhould 

be angry with dearh for not bringing 

vs thither ſooner , Burt | reſerue a 

more particular declaration of that 


point, vnto the thirtcenth and laſt 
chaprer. 


CHAP. 12. 


Conſolations againſt the terrours of the 
| _ There 
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T HERE 1s yet an other thing 
which confidered 1n it (elfe is a 
greater branch and part of mans mi- 
{eric in regard of paſhue evils', than 
all rhe reſt;namely,the laſt and gene« 
rai; indgement, where allflcſh ſhalbe 
arraigned before Gods Tr bu nall bar 
to giue an account of all they haue 
done, & to receive their'recompentſe 
accordingly. The terror wherof | had 
rather expreſſe in * Anſelms wordes, 

than in mine own.0 ha; d diſtreſſe,airh 
he ,on one [ide wil be our f11n's accuſing vs, 
on the other ſide inftire terrif ying vs; under 
vs the guife of bel gaping,aboue vs the iudge 


ſrawning ; wiivin vs a conſcience ſtinging, 


without vs the world burning. Which way 
then ſhall the ſianer thiss ſurpriſe 4 turne 
himſe.fe? To bide owr (clues will 52 mmpoſſs- 
ble;to appeare will be mtolerable. Where 
withall then ſhal miſerable man arme 
himſclfc againſt rhts fo great terrour, 
& danger? Surely our Chriſtian pro. 
{con aiforderhmunitis againſt this 
allaulr allo, 

2 And firſt that which hath beene 
ſpoken againſt the fearc of death 1n 
e former chaprer,ſerverh alſo here 
againſt the fc axe of the laſt > 

or 
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For that which made the firſt death ſo 
rerrible and dangerous, the ſame ma- 
keth the ſecond death alſo ſo ro bee, 
namely ftnne : and as deliverance frs 
finne doth,as we there heard, free vs 
from all annoyance by the firſt death; 
ſodothirtallo from all annoyance by 
the ſecond death,rhar is, eternal con- 
gEnartion ar the laſt iudgement. They 
that in Chriſt are coquerers cver the 


firſt death; ſhall nor, nor cannor bee 


$Revel.20,, <onquered by the ſecond death : and 


d oz thoſe that haue their part m the firſt 
reſurreftion ;, the ſecond death ſ111ll haue no 
power,ſaith rhe ſpiric. Thar is, con- 
demnarion cinor take hold on rho'e 
whom God hath graciout'y -2!:ed £2 
the knowledge and love of h:s !1ving 
truth reveiled by the Golpc!l, 

3 Bur ro come ro more pecu'ia: 
comforrtes againſt rhis matter of ter- 
rour and amazement, lervs farthe 
conſider that Chriſt had mercy on vs 
when we were meere ſtrigers to hin, 
nay even, when ye wore 115 enemies , 2s 


verl.8. 9.io. © EP 24 weil vrgeth. God herein, ſaith 
he commended his lone tow2rdes ws, that 
when w2 were ſmners Chriſt dyed for vs:be- 
mg the novo 1uſtfi ed by his bloud much more 
ſhall we be ſaved by bim from that wrath. 

Note 
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Nore thar he ſaith.from that wrath,that 
15,from rhe wrath of che laſt zudginet. 
For if;,ſaith he,when we were enem1es, we 


were reconciled unto God', by the death of 
his ſorne : much more being reconciled,wee 


ſh:ll be ſaved by his life . Wee may eaſilic 


perceiue the force of the Apoſtles 
comfortable reaſoning : to wit, thar 
fich Chriſt died for vs when wee were 
finners,thar is,nothing bur fn ; ſure- 
ly he will ſaue vs being nowe righte- 
ous in him : if wee were pardoned 


through his death,when we were ene- 
mies ; we ſhall much more bee ſaued 
by his life , now rhat wee are friends, 
For how incredible is it , nay rather, 


how impoſlivle,that he which pardo- 


neth an enemy , ſhould condemne a 


friend ? He loucd vs , when wee bare 
the image of the denill : and will hee 
not much more loue vs now {ince he 
hath in parte repaired his fathers i- 
maveinvs, and confrmed vs to him 


ſelfe. We were deare to him , when 
there was no 1ot of goodneflc in vs:8& 
can hce reie& vs nowe that wee haue 
ſome good rhings 1n vs, alchough bur 
weake, ſpecially hee him{e'fe being 


the author & former of chem by the «Bernard, 
gracc of his holy ſpirit ? And lo 4 Bey- *Pilkiyo, | 


ward 
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nardreaſons. For hauing ſpoken of 

our calling vnro the grace of the Gof 

pell,hee inferres this ; being th9us puld 

out of the powey of darkneſſe,1 wilt not now 

feare tobe reiefted by the fathr of light, be- 

mg iultified freely in the bloud of bus ſonne. 

Why it is be that wſl:freth,and who 1 it that 
211 condemne ? Surely hee will not con- 

demne the mt, that had mercy on a frn+ 

ner.gc, Thus wee ſee he reatoneth 

fromthat which G O D hath donne 

for vs alrcady, to that which hee will 

doc;yer, ina fort, muſtdoe for vs 

hereafter. And wee muſt *1] reaſon 

after the ſame manner,and ſaie cue* 

ry one to his owne {oule with © Saine 

Augafi;ne,Thou waſt wicked , and bee died 

for thee ; thou art now !uſtificd, and w'll be 

47 . forſakethee? 

oy #Avgultin, . Moreovcr,to take away the ter- 

*. rour of the laſt ivdgeraent, conſider 
who ſhall be the Iudge, Evea Chriſt 
hunfeife that was thy redecmer.; And 
And howe cat. wee feare {ucaamdge? Þ 
How happy is our caie, that hec mu | 
be our 1udge,tart was 3, ntelte iueged 0 |} 
ſor vs? He 1$ our l115bande 2nd we his 
wife; & by who woulde the wife chuſe 
to be wdgcd,but by the husband,{pe- 
cially by lo kinde a husbande as wee 


have 
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haue * before heard himrobe, who , _ jj 
ſhewerh that favour that no husband..,. ru 
doth:yca he i our head,e ry2 are bis me-' marginal, 
bers, & will the head giue ſentence of leitereds 
condenatis againſt his own mCcbers? 
Tis incfte&were to give {entEce a- 
gainſt himſelfe. He :« our a4v0c4t ePro- 
fior,& how happy woutd we tlynkour 
ſclues if 1n cauſes rouching rÞ1s life 
our own atrurney might be- our dg? | 
He ts now thine aduocat?, fin Augut- f Auzuſtin, 
ftme,that hereafter ſhall be thy 'nAge. Ler ? Plal. 56 
vs then allure our ſelues, hee will not 
condemae vs, that hath already been 
condemned for vs, 

5 Yen,ofarre of is ir, that the Jaſk 
and generall iudgement thoulde bee 
terrible vnto vs, that it thould rather 
miniſter marrer cf great 10y and Come 
fort vnto vs.And therefore our Lord 
and Saviour! [eſus Chriit having fet 
downe the'chteſe fignes and tokens 
char ſhould go before the day of iudg- - 
menr,{aith to the fa:rhfull, 877hen yee gLue AL. 
ſee theſe things begin to come to vaſe, looke 
vp,and liſt wp, your heads , for yozer redemp= 
tion drarveth meere. So that by Chriſtes 
owne cxhortationin this place when 
wee thinke ypon the laſt tudgemenr; 
we hauc cauſe to reioice,not to feare; 
rs 
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ro lifc yp our heads,not ro hang them 
downe. And tnac for ſundry reaſons, 
burT will ſpecthe one or two that are 
moſt rwareriall,8 firreſcro'cleare this 
rruth, 

&E And firſt, for as much as the diſ- 
ſolving of the world is for our ful de- 
Iveraunce from the bondage of the 
world,the miner of diffclving itmuſt 
needes bee comtortable vnro vs , al- 
though in it {c;fe otherwiſe rerrible. 
Wee: ſee that in particular humane 
wdgements,rthe things that are rerri- 
ble ro malcfaRours , are comfortable 
to gocd ſubieRs;and that which ama» 
ſeth the theefe,reviverh the true mi. 
The maieſtic ef the iudges,rthcir ſcar- 
lerrobes,whoſe very colour threates 
death,their guard that environ them 

- with holdbards,vea the gibber, & the 
hangman are plcafing fights ro the 
wks knowe thar all-rhis 15 for 
their maintenance, and ſauegard, al- 
though they miſcrably rerrify the wic 
ked, for whoſe deſtruRion they are 
prepared, Eucn ſo the comming of 
Chriſt in maicſtie and glory, the 
troup and rraine of Angels hos at» 
rend on him , the ſhrill ſound of rhe 


mrumpert ſummoning all fleſh to ap- 
| peare 
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peare before his Fiudgement ſcare , at 
this greate and generall aſſiſes,and al 
other ſolemnities belonging ro the 
pompe and magnificence thereof, wil 
cheere vp the faithfull, knowing that 
all this is codoe them 1uſtice rouch- 
ing all the wrongs and opprcions 
which they hauc ſuſtained at che hads 
of the'wicked , and terrify and daunt 
the wicked only, that now muit come 
ro an account for all racir enormy 
ties and outrages, And as it fatech 
with them that arc narrowly beſciged 
ina ſtrong caſtle, when a puiſlant ar- 
mic is raiſed to reſcue them, & draw- 
ethncere to the place , and is come 
within figlir, che neighing and tram- 
pling of che horſes,the glirring oc the 
asmourz, the claſhing rogerher of che 
weapons,the noiſc of drum & trume 
petare moſt pleaſing vato thems, yea 
the very roaring of the* canon 1s the 
ſweeteſt muſick that cuer rhey heard 
becauſe they knowe thar all this is ro 
raiſe the ſeige,and [er them free:2uen 
ſo rhe faithfull, being ſtraightly be- 
ſciged 1n this world as jn.an impreg- 
naÞ!e fort,by the fleth , finne and the 
deuil!,when Chriſt ſhall come in the 
cloudes withi/power and maciL ne 


6 Mattlt 15, 
Ver!. 23» 


follow:d him in the regeneratio,chat is,ar 
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the mn army of Angels ſhall 
march onward with him as their pe- 
nerall, when the laſt trumper hallbe 
ſounded,yea when the earth ſhal tre- 
ble,the ſea roare , the ſunne ſhallbee 
darkned,rhe moon turned into blond 
the ſtarres fal from heauen, in a word 
the el:zments diflolued,, and the hea- 
yens ſha} melt , and beefhriveled vþ/ 
like a ſcroale of parchment; rhe faiths 
full h:Þ] rejoice ar the Gghr,as know- 
ing that all this is bur ro raiſe the 
long and greiuons fege which they 
endured in this world , and to fetths F - 
at hiberry for ever; yerro pur them 
in poſſeffion of a heauen]y kingdome 
where *heyſhal raigne for cucr in vn- 
ſpcakable blifſe. 71509 
7 Finally, tharwee may {ce what 
folly it is,to bee afraid of this iudges 
ment,we muſt remember,that we-ouy 
ſclues ſhall be judges there . So Chrift 
tellerh Peter,thar be and the reſt that bag 


d., —_— p_y 


the laſt iudgemenr , when the world 
ſhould be refined , ſhllfit vpon twelue 
throanes,&>indze the twelue tribes of tſrael: 
which being ſomewhat obſcurely ve- 
rered, Chriſt there alluding to the 


preſent ſtate of things,the — 
G 
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® the rwelue tribes of Iſraell,and of his ,_ 
2 wwelue Apoſtles , | S.Paul exprefierh — O__ 
2 more cleerely, applying it in general 
Bro all the faithfull vnder rhe new Te- 
; ament, affirming thar the Samts ſhall 
Gage the world,yea the Angels,thar 1s to 
Tay, wicked men and wicked ſpirits, 
' ZAgd hence * Tertullizn notably com- &Tertwl'; 
Forreth and encouragerh the Marryrs exborrat.ad 
that were in durance daily expe&ing "78 
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the Indges comming , and to receiue 


\ Fentence ofdeath, Perhaps . faith hee, 


ihe Iudge is looked for ; yea but you ſhall 


wudge your rudges themſelues. Were it not 
| hen greare folly co feare that i | 


ent , wherein we our {cles ſhall fir 


as iudges,iudges, as Thaue ſaid, of all 
wicked borh men and ſpirtrs , that is 
| Fof all our enemies rhat haue oppreſ: 
Med ys ? For although Chriſt our 
; Fprincipally and properly ſhall be the 
| Kudge: yer we thar are his members, 
Malt hauc a braunch ofhis auroriry, 
nd ſhall bee as ir were, ioined in c6- 


Fiſſion with him. Ler vs not rhe feare 
Fhis laſt and generall judgement : the 
pench , noc the barre, isour place 


a1TTE, 


G CHAP, 


CAPide 
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The jotes of heauen ,and q/orious 
ftate of the farthfull af- 
h 


ter death. 


1D VT that which moſt of al ſhould | 

comfurt vs againſt our wiſcr:!e & 

morralitic here, and the terror cirher 

| of parucular iudgement by death, or 
ynuverſall iudgement at the Jaſt day, 

rs this that notonly* all theſe cannot | 

hurt vs,nay are made many waics £x0 3 

4 fitable vnto vs in this world,but that * 
ths through them we paſſe ro a moſt hap- 
v9 ) | ; 
1 py ſtatc in tho world to come, the ex- 
cellencywhereof requires the tongue ©: 

and penne rather of Angclls then of 

men to deſcribe it, or rather cannot 

be perfetly expreficd by Angels thee © 

ws ſclucs, I muſt be content then darkly * 
af to ſhadow it out,fith Jiuely repreſens : 
m_ cation of it is meercly impoſlible, * 
pT 2. And fiſt the benetrs and com» © 
forts of this life although miſcrable, 
as wc haue beard, doc argue chat afar 
berter ſtare is reſcrucd for vs in hea» © 
uen, Welcc that God cucn here on | 
eazth aorrrithſtanding our finnes, 
whereby ; 
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= whereby we daily offend him,youch- 
2 faferh vs many pleaſures , and furni- 
therh vs not only with marters of ne- 
© cellicv, buralſo of delight, There 1s 
7 *a whole Pſabneſpent onely on this «PlaLing: 
Z matcer,a Pſalme worthy to be writte 
Z in letters ofgold in papers,walles ,, 
uld Z windowes,bur ſpecially ro he imprin- 
e& © redineuery godly heart for the ad- 
her "> mirable excellency thereof. God cau= 
,or > ſeth,» faith S.Cyprian , the ſunne toriſe & b Cyprian, 
ays et im order,the ſeaſons to obey vs, the ele- de patent 
not "> me"!s to [erue vs the windes to blow, the 
py 3 ſpring to flow.corne to erowe, fruites to Vie 
at X p*1,04rdens and orchards to (raflifie and 
= ho 411,wods torutle with leaues, mead» 
dow's t1 ſhine with flowers &c. . And | 
© Coryſ0/aome excel ently handling the © ny 
ſame point, ſucther thewes thax God ,,iyvllub,a 
hatain {orte made the night more _ 
beutifull rhen the day by infinit vari- 
XZ ety ot bright, and glicrering ſtarres, 
2X rhat hee Fork beene more mercifull 
= to man chen man would haue been ro 
*him'elfe , who of greedinefle wou!de 
Fhauc oucrtoiled himicl'e , but thar 
FGod made the night of purpole for 
og his reſt; in a word he ſaics, and truly 
—Flaies even of theſe earthly benefirs & 
& commodities,thart although we were 


G2 NCUET- 
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neuer ſo vertuous, nay if wee ſhould | 
dSiLTalic, fic athouſand dearhs we ſhould nor 
- lib. rs, be worthy of them. And « the yery 
|  ®Quantas heathen Poet conſidering this, could 
| IpſeDeus _ not chuſe bur breake our into admi- 
Tauie —_ ration,ſaying * O how many things hath © 
Res homini God created for mans delght , and beaped © 
plenaq; dez zoies Upon bim with a bounteful band? And © 
== op all this hath God done, as Cyprian” * 
3 | Ja? ſaies in the place before alleaged, ro © 
= ood and bad , to the harmelefle and 
+. rmefull, ro the iuſt and vniuſt, ro 
the religious and prophane , finall 
to the thankfull and vnthankful 
Whence wee may well reaſon thus, 
thar if God deale ſo gratiouſly with * 
ys on carth,hee will doe much more 
to vs in heauen; if he beſtow ſuch be” 
nefirs ypon ſtrangers", nay vpon ene” 
mies, hec harhberter things for his 
friends ; if hee deale fo bounrifully 
with (aues, he will bee more bountj- 
full cowards his ſonnes. For who &- © 
maT uer yicd his flaues as well as his chil- - 
PT) } dren ? 
Al! 3 Againe the excellency of his 
creatures argues a greater,yea INcom- 
Rernard in Parably greater excellency in the 
feſto omni* Creatour, * as Berynard wel obſerues: 


an (grvers- Tho wondrefaich he y at brightneſe i 1 
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= the ſunn:,beautie in flowers , ſauorie reliſh 
= mbread;ferilitie in th: earth;now conſider 
that all theſe are the g fis of God, there is 
0 doubt,hut be hath reſerued much more to 
bimſefe,the be bath comunicated & imparts 
ted to the creatures. Therefore whe we 
mecte. with any thing that is excel» 
lent in the creatures wee may ſay to 
. X ourſclucs, how much more excel-' 
= lent is hee thatgaue tem this excel 
= lencic; when we finde admirable wiſ- ; 
= dome in men,t how they rule al crea- 4 _— 
> tures, by cunning overcome them "i cal 
X that are farre ſtrenger than them» * 
*X ſclues, overtake them that are {ſwif> 
= rcr than themſelues, ourtrunne the 
XZ ſunne and moone in difcourſe,telling 
= many yeares betore hand whar cour» 
ſes they muſt hold when they ſhall be 
eclipſed, &c: let vs ſay ro our felues, 
howe wile 1s that God that gaue ſuch 
wiledome vato men? When we ſee a» 
# ay thing ſtrong, as the Elephant, the 
b Whale of Vinde, Thunder & the like, ler VS 
= fay,how ſtrong is that God that made 
=xhem ſoſſtronge; - when wee ſee rare 
Zbcauric in menor women, or moſt 
Zglorious colours in lowers,birds, 8& 
==orher creaturcs,let vs ſay,how faire is 
= that God that made theic ſo faireg 
G3 when 
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when wee taſte thinges thar are ex- 
cceding (weete il comforcable , 
| Icr vs 7 how ſweete is that God that 
q ue them this ſweernes?And from al 
[ ſeler ys conclude, thar if the crea- 
tures can afford vs ſuch delight, what 
will the crearour him(clfe doe, when 
wee ſhall immediarely enioy his pre- 
ſence in the world to come . Surclic 
this world compared to the world: to 
£ome,is bur rhe gare houlc or porters 
Jodge to the moſt magnificent pal- 
lace, and ifrhe gatchouſe b:e {o faire, 
how faire and glorious is the pallace 
ir ſclfe. 

4 Moreover conhider what od1es 
there is berweene Gods mediate pre- 
ſence and his immediare preſence, to 
enioic him 1n the creatures, and ro 
--ox. Gay in himſclfe. The crearures, 
yea rhe moſt excellent crexrures, are 
as it were 2 yaile or curraine drawne 
berwcene God and vs. Nowe then 
when this curtaine (hal beedrawn* a 
fide,and we ſhall ſee God face to face, 
how glorious will that fight be?'Wee 
are heare,laich 3 Divine Beyn:rd, bes 
holden to the creatures , yeato the 
creatures inferiour to our ſclues:For 


he very ſunncmoonc,and ftarres al- 
| p though 


—_ - 
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| though chey bee ſuperiour to vs in 
place, yerare chey our inferionrs in 
diznine , anditisa kinde of diigrace 
fr the ſuperiour ro ſtande in neede 
of rhe inferiour, and yer from this 
need: are non? of the ſonnes of men 
fre2, vnrill they be brought into the 
gracious liberty of the tons of God, 
Then indeede thall rhe glorified per- 
ſon be no more bzholden ve rhe crea» 
races, For want neede 1s there of any 
ſtiires to aſcend by, when he is nowe 
ſer in rhe throne, rhere hee ſees rhe 
worde, and 1n the worde all rhinges 
mad: by the word,neither neederh to 
begge of the things that are made,the 
knowledze of him by whs they were 
mad-, Yea not only this curtaine of 
the creatures ſhall be taken away, bx 
al.'o that of rhe word and ſacraments; 
For Þ 2s the bleſſed Apoltle fairh, 
prophehie ſhall ceaſe, and rongues 
ſh ill faile , and knowl:doec ſhalbe 2- 
boliſhed, thats to ſaie', knowledze 6 »,Ccrinr 
CE by ourward inftruion , and 1310.6, 
e miniſtric of men, yea faith and 

hope ſhill refigne rheir offices , nci- 

| her ſhall weehaue any more vſc of 

| Them,wee ſhall haue both immediate 


knowledge and aRtuall fruition of all 
G4 good 
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good rthings,yea of God who is good: ? 
neſſe itſelfe, and who there (hall bee | 
allinall ro vs, * Wee ſee here ina? 
Ov as it were in a mylt or fogge, ! 

Dh ut there we ſhall ſce face to face, we * 
oIbid, know here but in part, bur there wee | 
ſhall knowe perf-atly. The Apoſtle 

is dolde to 1ay tharall the knowledge 

we haue herc is as the knowledge and 
fturtering of a young childe, yea thar 

his ownz knowledge roo was luch,al- 

though hee were an Apoſtle, anda 
principall Apoſtle, and thereby inſft- | 

nuates that our knowledge here is as | 

far infcriour to the knowledge which 

we ſhall haue :here,as the knowledge 

of achilde thar ſturtcreth , and cans Þ 

not yetſpcake plaine is to the knows 

ledge .of the greateſt clerke in the 

kPaoin | worlde. * The very heathen thought 
Phzd., this to be one great bench:,that men, 
ſ ecially wiſe men had by dearth . 

$4 their knowe'cdge was perfeed 

in the other worldz , and that none © 

> could poſtbly atraine to perfeR wiſe 
| dome vnrill theycame thither ,, How 
much more ſhoulde we count this an 
ineſtimable benefr, thar in che life ra 

come we ſhall hane rhe perfe&t knows 


kedge of heavcaly things? Doubilcile | 
| as 


— 
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2s farre as this wide worlde exceedes 
for lighc ard comfort the narrow and 
darke wombe of the mother wherein 
the childe was wrapped before it was 
borne,ſomuch Joth thar other world 
whereinto the Faithfull after this life 
arc received,exceede this worlde;and 
conſider then how great and glorious 
this alteration and change will bee, 
There ſhall bee rranquillity. withour 
ſtorme,Jiberry withour reſtraint, ſa- 
ciety withour loathſomnes, ſerenity 
without clowde, ioy withouri tnter=- 
ruption , eternity without ceſſation, 
I This heavenly cirry ſhall haue no 
neede of the light either of ſunne or 
moone, for the glory of Godillumi- 
nates it, and the Lambe ts the lighr 
thereof. And here, ® as the Apoſtle 
ſaich,God ſhall be all in all : meate ro #1 Con 
& our taſte,beauty ro our cies, perfumes 5 2.4% 
TX to our {mell , muticke ro our cares. 
What ſha!} 1 ſay more, ® glorious » Plalm.? 
= things are ſpoken of this city of God, — 28 
& bur all char can bee {poken thereof ts 
| vndertruch, and 9 as the Queene of | , 

$ab1t214 of Salomons court,much more oy ""Y 
| Will the Faithfull fay of che courte of 
heaven when rhey come there , that 
the oncHhalfe of the excellencic and 


glory 


{Reve' 2th 
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lory thereof was not tolde ynto 
em.To rhe which place God for his 
Chriſts ſake bring vs\, ro whome with 
the holy Ghoſt, three perſons & one 
God be aſcribed all glory, honor,and | 
praile tor ever and ever, Amen, 
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